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Report by David Cosgrove 


WORK has started on a £1.2 
million investment programme 
to revamp Halesowen’s Corn- 
bow shopping centre. 

The work will take place in two 
phases with the first part concentrat¬ 
ing on the outside of the centre. 

It will involve the removal of the existing can¬ 
opies from the fagade of the shopping centre, on 
Hagley Street and Queens way Mall. 

The towers to the Hagley Street elevation 
will be replaced with a new entrance canopy, to 
provide visitors with a more modern and open 
entrance. Exterior 
walls will benefit from 
a deep-clean, which 
will improve the over¬ 
all look of the centre. 
Phase one works are 
due to be completed 
in the autumn. 

Adrian Oliver, 
owner of Cornbow 
Shopping Centre, 
said: “The existing 
canopies and struc¬ 
tural beams around 
the centre are out¬ 
dated and in need of 
modernising. These 
improvements will make the entrance area and 
shop fronts clearer and lighter for pedestrians. 

“It’s business as usual at The Cornbow. All 
works will be done out of normal trading hours, 
in the evening, to ensure any disruption to local 
businesses and the general public will be min¬ 
imal. 

Design 

“ Cornbow’s existing 45 outlets - includ¬ 
ing New Look, Peacocks, Clarks, Greggs and 
Druckers - will remain open throughout the 
improvements.” 

Active Construction, based in Coventry, has 
been selected to complete the works and CBRE, 
based in Birmingham, has been appointed as 
project managers to oversee the design and 
planning of the improvements. 

Paul Roberts, construction director at Ac¬ 
tive Construction, said: “We are delighted to 
be working with The Cornbow to see through 
these vital improvement works at the Hale¬ 
sowen shopping centre. 

“Restoring and regenerating the shopping 
centre will not only support the existing ten¬ 
ants but it will help attract more customers, as 
well as encouraging further retail and leisure 
investment at the centre.” 
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Proposed new entrance 


BLOOMING MARVELLOUS FLORAL DISPLAYS 



Chair of Halesowen in Bloom Eve O’Connor, left, shows competition judges Trish Willetts and Graham Redfern a floral display 


HALESOWEN is looking blooming great as 
it awaits the verdict of Britain in Bloom’s 
judges. 

The town has entered the Royal Horticul¬ 
tural Society competition and is going for gold 
again. 

Volunteers have been busy dressing homes, 
businesses, streets and parks with flowers 
and plants ahead of the prestigious contest. 

Halesowen North’s councillor Hilary Bills 
said that the the town looks ‘fantastic’ as a 
result of all the floral efforts. 

Judges visited the town earlier this month 


and were given a tour by organisers which 
lasted around two-and-a-half hours. 

Councillor Bills said: “They were very im¬ 
pressed with our volunteers and the people of 
Halesowen who have made it happen.” 

Park 

The judges were taken to Leasowes Park 
and Leasowes Walled Garden, which was built 
in the mid-18th century by poet and land¬ 
scape pioneer William Shenstone. Leasowes 
is listed as Grade 1 on the English Heritage 
list of parks and Gardens of historic interes. 


The judge will announce the results in Sep¬ 
tember, when they can hand out gold, silver 
gilt, silver and bronze awards. 

Halesowen has won gold for the past two 
years running as part of its Halesowen in 
Bloom efforts. 

Among the designs that judges Trish Wil¬ 
letts, of Solihull, and Graham Redfern, from 
Worcester, viewed was a flower display on a 
white cart with wheels. 

Halesowen in Bloom used to be organised 
by Dudley Council but volunteers stepped in 
when the local authority cut funding. 


ACCIDENT 

Elderly woman is 
injured in collision 

AN elderly woman was seriously injured 
after being hit by a car near a Dudley su¬ 
permarket. 

The victim, aged 88, suffered ‘very seri¬ 
ous leg and pelvic injuries’ in the incident 
involving a Nissan Note, at the back of the 
Co-op. off Market Street, Kingswinford, at 
around 10am on Tuesday. 

The woman was taken to the major 
trauma centre at Queen Elizabeth Hos¬ 
pital Birmingham. The driver of the car, a 
75-year-old woman, was treated for shock. 

FUNDING 

Leader tribute cash 
will help trainees 

MONEY raised following the death of 
former Sandwell Council leader Darren 
Cooper will be used to help young ap¬ 
prentices in the borough. 

More than £1,500 was raised at a 
tribute event after Councillor Cooper’s 
sudden death last year. 

The cash will now be distributed in 
the form of £100 grants to support ap¬ 
prentices in various ways. 

DEATH 

Body found in brook 
is missing man, 50 

A MAN who was found dead in a brook at 
Coseley has been named as missing man 
Glyn Davies. 

An area was cordoned off near to Bourne 
Street, Coseley, at 8.30pm on Sunday fol¬ 
lowing the discovery. 

Police have now confirmed the man has 
been identified as 50-year-old Mr Davies, 
who went missing from a care home in 
Sandwell. He had not been seen since 
July 4. 

West Midlands Police said the death was 
not being treated as suspicious. 
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Here at 

Jordans Solicitors 

we offer, Conveyancing 
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& Family Law... 


If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm 
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Plaque will honour First World War hero 



Pte Barratt died aged 22 


A PLAQUE will be unveiled in memory 
of a Victoria Cross recipient from the 
Black Country - exactly a century af¬ 
ter he was posthumously awarded the 
honour. 

Private Thomas Barratt, who died 
during the First World War, will be hon¬ 
oured with the unveiling of a plaque at 
Coseley Memorial, Vicarage Road, today 
(Thursday). 

Mayor of Dudley, Councillor Dave 
Tyler, will be joined by the High Sher¬ 
iff of the West Midlands, John Hudson, 
Staffordshire County President of the 
Royal British Legion, Peter Matthews, 


and relatives of Mr Barratt at the cer¬ 
emony. 

The borough commemoration will 
include a short service led by Reverend 
Emma Stanford from Christ Church, 
Coseley. 

Private Barratt, a soldier with the 
South Staffordshire Regiment, was 
posthumously awarded the VC for ac¬ 
tion at Passchendaele. His patrol came 
under fire from German snipers, which 
pinned down the patrol. 

Private Barratt volunteered to cover 
the withdrawal of his comrades. Under 
heavy machine and rifle fire, he sin¬ 


gle-handedly held off the enemy, shoot¬ 
ing at least six of them. Barratt, aged 
22, almost made it back himself but was 
killed by a shell. 

Councillor Tyler said: “It is a great 
privilege and an honour to be part of a 
special service in memory of a true hero, 
who gave his life whilst saving the lives 
of his comrades. The bravery of Private 
Thomas Barratt should never be forgot¬ 
ten and the memorial stone is a fitting 
tribute.” 

A block of flats in Batmanshill Road, 
Tipton, was also named Barratt Court 
after the young soldier in 2012. 


More pupils are being 
expelled from school 


THE number of pupils expelled 
from schools in the Black Coun¬ 
try rose by more than a quarter 
in a year - a second successive 
increase - with Dudley the worst 
area. 

In total, 454 students in the Black 
Country and Staffordshire were or¬ 
dered to permanently leave their 
school year 2015/16. 

Persistent disruptive behaviour was the 
most common reason given but violent at¬ 
tacks on pupils and staff as well as drugs 
and alcohol misuse were also the basis of 
the decisions. 

Across the region, it was Dudley with 
the highest rate of children expelled from 
its schools, 82 pupils - a rate of 0.17 pupils 
per 100. In Walsall the rate was 0.16 with 
78 expelled. In Wolverhampton it was 0.15 
with 63 pupils expelled, Staffordshire was 
0.13 with 152 and Sandwell 0.14 with 79. 

Travesty 

Dudley Council’s cabinet member for 
children’s services, Anne Millward, said 
she would be calling for action. 

She said: “Any child expelled from school 
is a travesty. We need to get a grip of this, 
find out what measures can be taken to 
stop so many children being expelled. 

“Kids should be in school to be educated, 
the fact they are expelled means they are 
losing out on education. 

“I’d like to find out what more we can do 
to help particular groups of people. This is 
a real concern.” 

The statistics, released by the Depart¬ 
ment for Education, showed school bosses 
handed out almost 59,631 exclusions to pu¬ 
pils. Most were in Staffordshire - 17,304 - 
followed by Sandwell (13,117). 

Nansi Ellis, of the Association of Teach¬ 
ers and Lecturers, said: “These figures 
make for sobering reading, particularly 
when we see the continuing disproportion¬ 
ate exclusion of pupils in poverty or with a 
special educational need.” 


Black Country festival fun continues 



Sophie Webster and Stephanie Craig enjoying a sing-a-long at the Brockmoor and Pensnett Black Country Fun Day 


THE Dell sports stadium was 
taken over by Black Country Fes¬ 
tival fever as thousands of people 
turned out to join in the fun. 

There was a funfair, food and 
craft stalls and live music at the 
Brockmoor and Pensnett Black 
Country Fun Day, described as the 
‘jewel in the crown’ of the month¬ 


long festival, which celebrates the 
region’s heritage. 

Brockmoor and Pensnett ward 
councillor Judy Foster, who at¬ 
tended the fun day, said: “I would 
say this event has been the jewel 
in the crown of the Black Country 
Festival we really hope it can con¬ 
tinue to be an annual event.” 


Thousands also attended the 
Brier Fair held in nearby Brierley 
Hill. 

The Black Country Festival will 
culminate with the Coseley Festi¬ 
val on Sunday, which will see live 
entertainment and a range of stalls 
at Castle Street, Roseville. 

• Brier Fair - see page 18 


MR demands 
truth over 
contaminated 
blood scandal 

DUDLEY North MP Ian Austin is de¬ 
manding that the Government reveals 
the truth about the contaminated blood 
scandal that has left 2,400 people dead. 

The Labour MP is supporting many 
other MPs in calling for a ‘full, fair and 
lasting settlement’ for victims after 
speaking with constituents who were in¬ 
fected by tainted blood products. 

Former Health Secretary Andy Burn¬ 
ham claims there has been a cover up. 

It came as another MP accused the 
Government of riding ‘roughshod’ over 
the wishes of victims by letting the De¬ 
partment of Health (DoH) be involved in 
the inquiry. 

Labour MP Diana Johnson said al¬ 
lowing the DoH to be part of the probe 
was like ‘asking South Yorkshire Police 
to lead an inquiry into the Hillsborough 
disaster’. She has called for a full inde¬ 
pendent inquiry. 

Earlier this month Theresa May an¬ 
nounced an investigation would be held 
into how thousands of haemophiliacs 
and others were given blood products 
infected with hepatitis C and HIV dur¬ 
ing the 1970s and 1980s. 

Mr Austin, who is a member of the all¬ 
party parliamentary campaign on hae¬ 
mophilia and contaminated blood, said 
he believes the facts of the scandal have 
been covered up for years 


Property firm has 
invested £A2m 

PROPERTY, investment and manage¬ 
ment company London and Cambridge 
Properties made £42 million worth of 
acquisitions in the first half of this year 

James Buchanan, investment director 
for Kingswinford-based LCP, said the 
increase in its portfolio across the UK 
demonstrated LCP’s commitment to 
investing in industrial and retail sites. 

“So far this year we have added an¬ 
other 400,000 sq ft of industrial and 
retail space to our portfolio and we con¬ 
tinue to seek commercial property that 
we can add value to through our active 
asset management approach,” he said. 
“Last year, we invested £98 million 
across 41 sites in the UK.” 

This year has seen the group acquire 
18 sites, including Churnet Park, in 
Leek, Staffordshire. 


Supermarket jobs 

ONLY a handful of jobs remained avail¬ 
able at a supermarket in Sedgley ahead 
of its opening next month. 

Asda has taken over the former Co-op 
in Sedgley and will open on August 14, 
having created 80 new jobs to join the 
70 staff who have stayed on from Co-op. 
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Old Hill Primary School 

Contact the office for more information 

01384 569213 

Lawrence Lane, Cradley Heath, 

West Midlands B64 6DR 
email:lramsden@oldhillprimaryschool.com 


HOURS 
FREE 

Nursery Provision Term Time Only 


Denture Care Clinic 

• Providing a personal and discreet service 

• Be confident with your new hand crafted unique smile 

• We can spend over 3 hours to ensure the perfect smile 

• The most advance techniques are used to customise 
your denture all under one roof 

• A range is avalible to accommodate everyone’s budget 


VISITS 


MILE 


NEW 

DENTURES 


COPY 

DENTURES 


NATURAL 

LOOKING 


DENTURE 

REPAIR 


CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 

Lee Torrington 01384 468 648 

CDT Royal College of Surgeons England RDT w 

3a BLACKBERRY LANE, HALESOWEN, B63 4NX 


Find us on: 

facebook 



















































































AA offices 
deal drives 
hopes for 
more jobs 

JOB hopes have been raised in the 
Black Country after the Automobile 
Association signed a deal to expand 
its call centre in Oldbury. 

The AA has committed to 10 more 
years at Swallowfield One, next to 
Birchley Island, and is expanding to 
take on all 111,000 sq ft of the build¬ 
ing. 

The breakdown and insurance or¬ 
ganisation currently employs around 
600 at Swallowfield One and said its 
expansion would “hopefully lead to 
further job creation in the local area”. 

It is the centre of the AA’s road op¬ 
erations and is home to its main call 
centre and offices. 

Up until last year the AA shared 
the building with British Gas-owner 
Centrica, which employed 645 people 
there, but the energy company shut 
its offices last year as part of cost-cut- 
ting moves. 

British Gas said in January it had 
found jobs elsewhere for 420 of the 
former Oldbury staff. 

A team from the Midlands office of 
property adviser GVA sealed the lease 
extension deal with the AA to take on 
the other half of the building as part 
of its new 10-year agreement. 

The AA’s Jon Ellis said: “This loca¬ 
tion is already home to our main call 
centre with a great location close to 
the national motorway network. 

“We can now fulfil our ambition 
to create a centre of excellence here, 
hopefully leading to further job crea¬ 
tion.” 

The AA has more than 15 million 
members serviced from seven cen¬ 
tres, including Oldbury which handles 
emergency breakdowns, customer ser¬ 
vices, training and member services. 


Police in appeal 
after vans stolen 

POLICE are investigating after two 
Mercedes Sprinter vans were stolen 
from driveways in Rowley Regis. 

One van was stolen from Sandford 
Avenue sometime between 11.30pm 
on July 22 and 1pm on July 23. The 
other was stolen from Bell End on 
July 23 between 1.30am and 1.40am. 

Police are investigating whether 
the thefts are linked. 

Anyone with information should 
call Police on 101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111. 


Lane closure on hill 

A LANE closure will be in place on a 
busy road in Halesowen until the end 
of next week. 

Work on Mucklow Hill, Halesowen, 
will see restrictions imposed between 
9.30am and 3.30pm until August 4. 


House proposed for pub's 



The Haden Cross pub, Cradley Heath 


A COMPANY that saw plans to put 
a shop on a pub car park defeated by 
a community campaign now wants to 
build a house on the site instead. 

A Co-op store was originally 
planned to go next to The Haden 
Cross pub in Cradley Heath but was 
refused due to the wave of objections 
from residents of the area. 

Many felt the arrival of the shop 
would have had a damaging impact to 
the pub, as it would have meant a loss 
of parking spaces. 

New River Retail, which bought 
the pub from Marston’s, now wants 


to build a semi-detached house on the 
site in Halesowen Road. 

Campaigners say they believe the 
company is determined to develop the 
land after seeing the Co-op bid fail. 

The Friends of Haden Cross group, 
which helped see off the shop plans 
with a hard-fought campaign, has 
reacted to the new application with 
caution. Member Tim Haskey said 
he was waiting to meet with officials 
with New River Retail to find out 
what impact the house would have on 
the pub. It is believed it would take up 
around eight parking spaces. 


car park 

The group secured an Asset for 
Community Value for the pub, in¬ 
cluding the car park, which makes 
if more difficult to gain approval for 
any development unpopular with the 
community. 

Mr Haskey said: “We are consider¬ 
ing our position with this application. 

“New River’s asset development di¬ 
rector has agreed to meet with us to 
discuss the planning application. The 
questions we want to raise are what 
it will mean for the pub and whether 
they are prepared to invest in the pub 
to help it flourish and grow” 


Massive haul of illegal 
tobacco seized in blitz 


MORE than 100,000 illegal ciga¬ 
rettes and hundreds of packets of 
tobacco were seized during one 
year in Dudley and Sandwell 

The number of illegal tobacco products 
seized in Dudley doubled during 2016/17 

- with 78,000 cigarettes and 519 pack¬ 
ets of tobacco worth more than £16,000 

- when trading standards swooped on 
shops. In Sandwell, 33,750 cigarettes and 
2kg of tobacco were taken off shelves. 

Trading standards said the products were 
either counterfeit - possibly including toxins 
that pose a risk to health - or had not had tax 
paid on them, denying the public purse thou¬ 
sands of pounds. 

The figures show illegal cigarettes and to¬ 
bacco being sold in Black Country shops con¬ 
tinues to be a major concern. 

Councillor Peter Miller, cabinet member 
responsible for trading standards at Dudley 
Council, said: “Our trading standards officers 
are doing some excellent work to clamp down 
on this issue. Anyone selling illegal prod¬ 
ucts could face serious penalties through the 
courts.” 

Suspended 

Five business owners have been taken 
to court, with one which was operating in 
Sandwell given a suspended prison sentence 
and 200 hours of unpaid work. 

Dudley Council visited 168 premises in total, 
with the illegal haul of tobacco from April 2016 
to March this year coming from a total of 10 
premises. 

Trading standards are continuing to crack 
down through spot checks and test purchases. 

Councillor Miller said: “This is far from a 
victimless crime. Illegal tobacco trade creates 
a cheap source (of tobacco) for children and 
young people. While all tobacco is harmful, the 
illegal tobacco market - in particular the avail¬ 
ability of cheap cigarettes - makes it harder for 
smokers to quit and remain smoke free.” 

He added: “The loss to the taxpayer means 
less money being spent on local communities, 
schools and the NHS.” 



‘Phoenix’ restaurant thanks firefighters 


Manager Adam Thompson and chef Chris Barnett hand out breakfasts as a ‘thank you’ to firefighters 


IT’S like a phoenix from the ash¬ 
es - those were the words used 
by firefighters who battled to 
save Hickory’s Smokehouse in 
Wall Heath as it was engulfed by 
flames only 11 months ago. 

The restaurant, which was al¬ 
most totally destroyed by fire in 
August, has been completely re¬ 


built and remodelled - and is now 
open to the public again. On Sat¬ 
urday the venue welcomed back 
dozens of firefighters who fought 
the blaze caused by a faulty elec¬ 
trical appliance. 

Bosses also paid homage to the 
fire crews with a ‘phoenix’ paint¬ 
ing taking pride of place. Dannie 


Hinds, watch commander from 
Brierley Hill, said: “The fire is up 
there as one of the biggest I have 
dealt with. What a tremendous 
job has been done in just under 12 
months to bring it back to life.” 

Owner Neil McDonell said: 
“This is less of a relaunch, more 
like a total rebirth.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Public meeting on 
travellers' camps 

A PUBLIC meeting will take place af¬ 
ter a series of illegal travellers camps 
were set up in the Black Country. 

Councillors, officials and police 
will attend to speak with residents 
about their concerns. Dudley has ex¬ 
perienced several site invasions this 
summer. Specialist cleaners had to be 
brought in to clear up after an illegal 
camp in Brierley Hill. 

The meeting has been organised by 
Amblecote’s Councillor Paul Bradley. 
He said: “We had a blitzkrieg type of 
invasion a couple of weeks ago. Local 
residents are very unsettled.” The 
meeting is at Brierley Hill Civic Hall 
on August 16 at 7pm. 

Church coffee 
morning invitation 

A CHURCH is holding a coffee morn¬ 
ing tomorrow (Friday) and all are wel¬ 
come. 

The Ebenezer Baptist Church, in St 
Andrew’s Street, Netherton, is hold¬ 
ing the event from 10am. 

The church regularly holds coffee 
mornings on the last Friday of the 
month, held between 10am and 12 
noon. 

A spokesperson for the church said: 
“It’s a nice, relaxed and friendly at¬ 
mosphere, and everyone is welcome. 

“Admission is free so why not pop 
along?” 

Doreen at Steve 
Bull charity ball 

POP icons from the 1980s Go West 
and Black Country comedy character 
Doreen Tipton will star at an upcom¬ 
ing charity ball. 

The Steve Bull Foundation event 
will also feature a four-course dinner, 
a charity auction and raffle. 

Tickets cost £75 each, £700 for a 
‘silver’ table for 10, £1,100 for a ‘gold’ 
table of 10, and £1,650 for a ‘VIP 
Sponsor’ table of 10. 

The event will be taking place at 
the ICC in Birmingham city cenre on 
September 8. 

To book call 0345 095 0024. 

Flats are proposed 
for fly-tipping site 

A PLAN has been lodged to create new 
flats near Stourbridge town centre. 

A two-storey block containing six 
two-bedroom flats and single studio 
flat is being proposed for a site at 
Worcester Street, Stourbridge, just off 
the town’s ring road. 

Developers says the project would 
be a good use of a site that has been 
a target for fly-tipping. The plans are 
to be considered by Dudley Council 
planners. 
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THE PERFECT PLACE FOR SNOOKER... 
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Snooker Hall, 1st Floor, Sydney House, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B6S 9JZ 

Telephone: 0121 561 3481 




Snooks Snooker Club 
is the perfect place 
for snooker.With five 
heated snooker tables, 
one pool table you can 
unwind in our relaxed 
atmosphere 


JFB GATES & RAILINGS 



• IRON GATES • IRON RAILINGS Pop in and see us 
• BALUSTRADES lots of offers on 


www.jfbgatesandrailings.co.uk 

Unit 20 Waterside Ind. Est. Mariot Road, 
Netherton DY2 9RG 07793 753320 01384 573823 
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Financial probe finds failings 
at three schools academy trust 


A PROBE into an academy trust which runs three schools in 
Dudley has uncovered ‘significant failings and weaknesses 
in financial management’. 

The investigation into the DRB Ignite multi-academy trust - which 
runs Beechwood CE Primary in Dudley, The Bromley Pensnett Prima¬ 
ry in Brierley Hill and Hob Green Primary in Stourbridge - also raised 
concerns about ‘governance arrangements’. 

- Trust bosses have been warned that 


First sighting 
of UFO in 
20 years... 

ENDURING rockers UFO will re¬ 
turn to the West Midlands to head¬ 
line Birmingham’s Town Hall tonight 
(Thursday). 

They will be previewing their new 
album, A Conspiracy of Stars, which 
features Phil Mogg, Paul Raymond, 
Andy Parker, Vinnie Moore and Rob 
De Luca. It is the first time that UFO 
have recorded a new record in the UK 
for 20 years. 

A Conspiracy Of Stars was pro¬ 
duced and mixed by Chris Tsan- 
garides (Judas Priest, Thin Lizzy). It 
features original members Phil Mogg 
(vocals), Paul Raymond (keyboards, 
guitar) and Andy Parker (drums), 
alongside lead guitarist Vinnie Moore, 
who has been a permanent member 
since 2003, and American bassist Rob 
De Luca, who joined the fold in 2012 
The band was first formed in 1969. 


if they cannot meet imposed condi¬ 
tions then the Government could take 
over the running of the schools. 

The review was sparked after allega¬ 
tions on financial issues at The Brom¬ 
ley Pensnett Primary last July. 

Education and Skills Funding 
Agency (ESFA) investigators visited 
the schools in February and ‘identified 
a number of significant failings and 
weaknesses in governance arrange¬ 
ments that breach the Academies Fi¬ 
nancial Handbook’. 

Control 

The review concludes: “The issues 
identified in the report need to be ur¬ 
gently addressed.” 

Richard Martin, chairman of DRB 
Ignite Multi Academy Trust, said: 
“The EFSA has issued DRB Ignite 
Multi Academy Trust with a Finan¬ 
cial Notice to Improve as a result of 
an financial audit in February. Since 
receiving the draft report, DRB Ignite 
Multi Academy Trust has made signif¬ 
icant progress in addressing the areas 
needed for improvement. It has acted 
swiftly on a number of fronts, most im¬ 
portantly a root and branch review of 
its governance structures and financial 
controls. DRB Ignite Multi Academy 
Trust is confident that it will meet and 
fulfil all compliance requirements.” 


Howzat for a mayoral fundraiser 



Preparing for the charity match are, from left, Mayor Dave Tyler, Rita Pearce, club chairman Harilal Patel and Mohammed Hanif 

CRICKET fans will be stumping up mayor, Councillor Dave Tyler, which ulous venue for the game and we very 
cash for a mayor’s chosen charities at are Dudley Mind, YMCA and Dudley much appreciate their support for 
an annual match in Stourbridge next Alzheimer’s Society. these charities. I hope to see as many 

month. The game, at Stourbridge Cricket people as possible on the night.” 

The Mayor of Dudley’s annual char- Club, High Street, starts at 6pm and Among the councillors taking part 
ity cricket match is in its 10th year spectators are welcome. The club is are former mayors Mohammed Hanif 
and takes place on August 11, featur- also celebrating its 175th year. and Steve Waltho. 

ing teams of Dudley Council officers, Councillor Tyler said: “The annual Cricket fan Councillor Hanif helped 

councillors and charity supporters. cricket match is always a lot of fun to start the event in 2007 after a match 

Teams of six will go head-to-head and also a great way to raise money between the club and councillors took 
in a series of games with all proceeds for three worthy causes. place. Now it takes place between 

going to those charities chosen by the “Stourbridge Cricket Club is a fab- councillors and council staff. 


Burglar jailed 
for raids on 
six homes 

A BURGLAR who snatched thou¬ 
sands of pounds worth of items from 
six homes and a garage has been 
jailed for three years. 

Among the possessions stolen by 
David Whyte to fund his drink and 
drug habit was a watch given to one 
his victims by her late father. 

The 25-year-old swiped car keys, a 
Galaxy tablet, a sat nav and a phone 
during his crime spree. 

At Wolverhampton Crown Court, 
Whyte pleaded guilty to a burglary in 
Sedgley Road, Dudley, on March 17. 

Mrs Sati Ruck, prosecuting, said 
the victim returned home to find 
items including cash and jewellery 
worth £5,500 had been taken. Whyte 
was caught on CCTV at the back of 
the property. 

The court also heard about a sec¬ 
ond burglary committed by Whyte in 
nearby Woodcraft Avenue. He burgled 
the home while the homeowners were 
on holiday, where he caused £2,000 
worth of damage” 

Whyte, of Hallewell Road, Edgbas- 
ton, asked the judge to take five fur¬ 
ther burglaries into consideration, 
including one in Dudley. 

Mr Colin McCarraher, defending, 
said : “He is not the brightest of men 
and like many others he fell foul of 
drink. He also developed a habit using 
ecstasy and M-Cat.” 

Muddy good show 
from Tom and co 

AN eight-year-old cancer survivor 
took part in a mud-splattered fund¬ 
raiser for charity. Tom Griffiths was 
one of 300 children to participate in 
Cancer Research UK’s Pretty Muddy 
Kids at Cofton Park, Longbridge. He 
was diagnosed with acute lymphoblas¬ 
tic leukaemia in 2013 aged just four. 
The event raised around £275,000. 


SHIRLEY AQUATICS 

JULY MOVING SALE NOW ON 

SHIRLEY AQUATICS IS MOVING AT T>€ END Of SEPTEMBER TO BECKETTS 
FARM ON THE A435 IN WYTHALL, JUNCTION 3 OFTHE M42 - B47 6AJ 


JM 


mi 




(No quantity discounts available) 


®FifaBvViBRiYA®jTiwBRIiniBMIINISiTUDR^ 


EXCLUDING FIRESTONE LINER WHICH IS STILL 
ONLY 59.9p PER SQUARE FOOT 

That makes 6947 items with 10% off including 
ponds, plants, filters, pumps,air pumps, 


aquariums, aquarium equipment, 


j 


reptiles & reptile equipment. 

Only 70 days until we move! 


^AQJJATICS 


Strdtfort Rd. Shrley, IMst MfcJancfe 090 4EF 
0121 741 1300 www^hrle^^quatlcsuGD.uk 
Mon - Sat 9arr>-6prT) Sun - 10;30am-4:30pm 
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Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 



5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


| FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 

■r— " ■ 

I Halesowen Fireplaces 

m AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 | E3 facebook | 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


Safely Access Your Loft! 


for only £399 

Fully Fitted 


This price is for a standard height ceiling 
with an 8ft drop, width 22-30” 


Manufactured to ISO 9002 Standard 


We provide a 
convenient and safe 
way to access your loft. | 

Each ladder has a 10 
year parts guarantee 
and can be installed in 
approx. 2-3 hours. 

We offer a loft boarding 
service if required at an 
additional cost. 



®ar‘ 


JfJWB'LHDMRi 


The Local Distributor & Installer for 

For more information visit: www.stira.co.uk 


CALL TO ARRANGE A FREE QUOTE 

T: OI 952 2821 52 or 0781 7 43 I 505 


REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS 
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH... 


Direct manufacturers of quality 
UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios 


5 WINDOWS FOR £775 

FULLY GLAZED 

Q E 3 E 3 rags F 3 


n 


2ft x 5ft 3ft x 5ft 
£98 £121 


4ft x 5ft 

£141 


4ft x 5ft 3ft x 6ft 
£174 £141 



Choice 
of any 10 
different 
style doors 
from only 
£250 



ID VANCE WINDOW 

systems Ltd 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 A Rated Windows 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 





















































£l.2m canal revamp aiming 
to improve people's health 


COUNCIL chiefs say more than £1 million will be spent up¬ 
grading a three-mile stretch of the canal in Sandwell. 

The canal towpath between Smethwick Galton Bridge, Sandwell & 
Dudley and Dudley Port rail stations is set for a £1.2 million revamp. 

A council report says the cash will come from a West Midlands Combined Au¬ 
thority fund to improve cycle routes in the Midlands. According to the author¬ 


ity, the Managing Short Trips strateg 

Fun seekers 
led from Alton 
Towers ride 

A POPULAR ride at fun park Alton 
Towers was evacuated on Tuesday af¬ 
ter it broke down. 

Passengers were escorted from the 
Oblivion ride at the north Stafford¬ 
shire theme park as their carriage 
stopped close to the highest point of 
the ride, which features an 180ft drop, 
around 2.30pm. 

Alton Towers stressed the incident 
was a routine stoppage. 

A spokesman added: “This after¬ 
noon Oblivion stopped after a sensor 
on the ride detected a minor technical 
fault. The ride performed exactly as it 
is designed to do. 

“In line with our well-rehearsed 
procedures, guests were assisted from 
the ride. At no point was guest safety 
compromised.” 

A witness said: “People were led 
down two by two, each descent taking 
approximately 35 minutes.” 


aims to ‘create an extensive, safe and 
coherent network of well-designed off 
and on-road links’ across the region. 

Councillor David Hosell, cabinet 
member for highways, said: “Any im¬ 
provements that we can make to the 
canals - either appearance, safety or 
other things - are to be welcomed. 

“This work will benefit the commu¬ 
nity in a number of ways - that can 
be either exercise or for seeing wildlife 
and nature, as well as making them 
safer. 

Benefits 

“I think we should be using our ca¬ 
nals more for all sorts of things, and if 
we can help then we will. The improve¬ 
ment work will hopefully have health 
benefits and it needs to be done.” 

A report for the council cabinet says 
the work is a key part of its 2017-18 
programme which says: “The WMCA 
Managing Short Trips programme will 
fund works on the Birmingham Canal 
between Galton Bridge, Sandwell & 
Dudley Railway Station and Albion 
Road.” 

The report sets out the potential 
health benefits of the canal work. It 
states: “In 2012, 24.5 per cent of Year 
6 children and 25.4 per cent of adults 
in Sandwell were classified as obese, 
with levels of physical activity and life 
expectancy being worse than the Eng¬ 
land average.” 


A dog’s tale of town landmarks 



Will McQuire and Jenny Houston with their children’s book, Catch That Dog! 


A CHILDREN’S book has been 
launched which follows the path of 
a dog who sneaks out of his house 
and visits landmarks around a Black 
Country town. 

Catch That Dog! has been published 
by Halesowen couple Jenny Houston, 
aged 26, and New Zealand-born Will 
McQuire, 27. 

The tale follows the story of a 
Scottish Terrier called Harvey, who 
takes an unprompted visit around 
Halesowen looking at its landmarks, 
including Saint John’s Church, 
Leasowes Park, Halesowen Library 
and various shops in the town. 

Jenny said: “We want to encourage 
children to read, by making books 
that feature their very own town with 
places they recognise.” 

First 

Will added: “We wanted to promote 
local stories.” 

The couple formed their own pub¬ 
lishing company, Halesowen Home¬ 
made, six months ago. Catch That 
Dog! is their first book. 

Schools across Halesowen have 
snapped up the the book while Dudley 
Council has also made it available in 
its libraries. 

Visit www.halesowen homemade, 
com or www.facebook.co.uk/hale 
sowenhomemade for further details. 


School meal 5 
price hike 
for Dudley 

SCHOOL dinner prices are going up 
by ten pence a day in Dudley - mak¬ 
ing them among the priciest 

The cost of school meals at primary, 
secondary schools and academies will 
rise from the start of term in Septem¬ 
ber going up to £2.30 - meaning par¬ 
ents will now pay £11.50 a week. 

The price of individual items at 
snack shops across the borough’s 105 
schools will also rise by 4.5 per cent. 

The changes are expected to bring 
in an extra £144,000 on top of the £3.2 
million already paid for school meals 
in the borough. 

Council bosses say that it si due to 
the soaring cost of food. 

It means Dudley will be among the 
authority with the highest charges, 
alongside Sandwell at £2.30, Birming¬ 
ham £2.20, Staffordshire and Walsall 
at £2.10. 

Councillor Ian Kettle, Dudley’s 
cabinet member for planning and eco¬ 
nomic development, who authorised 
the decision, said: “Research by the 
staff and officers showed that it was 
necessary. Around 50 to 60 per cent 
of the increase is annual to cover in¬ 
flation. There is not a great increment 
on top of that. 

“here will be some families who 
will feel it, we are aware of that, but 
unfortunately these things need to be 
done.” 

Former school governor Abdul 
Qadus, from Stourbridge, has three 
children at school in Dudley. He said: 

“It is ridiculous. It makes a big differ¬ 
ence. It is not worth the money for the 
food that the children get. 

“This will be detrimental to fami¬ 
lies who already financially struggle.” 

In September 2016 a lOp increase 
was implemented but pupils in Key 
Stage 1 are now entitled to free school 
meals, following the introduction of 
Universal Infant Free School Meals 
in September 2014. 

Pupils in Key Stages 2 and 3 may 
also be entitled if they meet the cri¬ 
teria. 
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MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 


WAILABLE ON AUGUST 
_ ^^miNSTAlWTl ONS 

WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES, 
ORANGERIES, PORCHES, FASCIAS & 
_ SOFFIT BOARDS _ 

"" Cleaning Services now available to restore 
all your uPVC products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning available. 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the 
installation has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service Available 


Make the RIGHT decision this Summer and give RYDALE a ring... FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk | Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS | Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm. Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


Replace the existing roof on your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a room you can use all year round. 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. No other company 
in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we have been in business for more than 30 years. 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Working 
longer is 
a small 
price to pay 

MAYBE I should be grabbing my ban¬ 
ner and marching on parliament, but all 
I could manage was a weary groan when 
the “A-word” was used following last 
week’s announcement that us 40-some- 
things will have to work an extra year to 
claim our state pension. 

Shadow work and pensions secretary 
Debbie Abrahams said the fact that mil¬ 
lions now in their 40s will have to work 
until 68 was “an astonishing continua¬ 
tion of austerity”. Isn’t everything, these 
days? But really, it isn’t austerity at all, it 
is simply facing up to the inevitable. 

When the state pension was introduced 
in 1908, it kicked in at the age of 70, and 
only 25 per cent of the population would 
live long enough to receive it. Indeed at 
the start of the last century, average life 
expectancy in the UK was 46, so those 
of us affected by the change now would 
have been on borrowed time. 

Today, we can expect to live to about 
80, and the number of people reaching 
the age of 100 is expected to rise from 
6,000 today to 56,000 by 2050. So, in the 
near future, tens of thousands of pen¬ 
sioners will have been claiming for 35 
years. That is clearly not sustainable. 

As for those who protest “we’ve paid in 
to the system,” a maths lesson wouldn’t 
go amiss. If people really took out what 
they paid into their pensions, their re¬ 
tirement would be very short indeed. It 
is only because our pension payments 
are invested in the stock market - those 
“casino bankers” who are blamed for 
everything - that we get any meaningful 
payments at all. 

Personally, I’m grateful for the fact that 
I will probably live longer than previous 
generations. And if working a year or two 
extra is the price we have to pay, then 
we really don’t have much to complain 
about. 

□ □□ 

NOT that there seems to be much sign 
of austerity in the London Borough of 
Tower Hamlets, where it took no fewer 
than four council officials to issue a £150 
fine to a five-year-old girl selling home¬ 
made lemonade in the street. They said 
the girl was breaching street trading reg¬ 
ulations, and technically that may have 
be so. But in any sensible world, the local 
council would encourage such entrepre¬ 
neurial flair, not reduce a child to tears. 

The council has apologised and re¬ 
voked the fine, but the damage is done. 
Isn’t it amazing that while cash-strapped 
councils will shut libraries and museums, 
reduce bin collections and let the grass 
grow to balance the books, the cuts 
never seem to extend to jobsworths like 
these? 


Claim that some media would rather see Britain fail 




Liam Fox is critical of the BBC over 
references to Brexit 


Gary Lineker pay for year - TV licence fees 
from more than 15,000 homes 


Jodie Whittaker is the first female Doctor 
Who. Now for female Dalek? 


Is everything now 
- despite Brexit? 


TRADE Secretary Liam Fox says some parts 
of the media would rather see Britain fail than 
Brexit succeed: “I cannot recall a single time in 
recent times when I have seen good economic 
news that the BBC did not describe as “despite 
Brexit.” Meanwhile, it is reported that the pop¬ 
ulation of gannets on the sea cliffs of Yorkshire 
has shot up from 2,550 to 13,400. Despite Brex¬ 
it. 

REPORTING the rise in the gannet pop¬ 
ulation, the RSPB hails it as a great breeding 
success, made possible by rich pickings of fish 
in the waters of Dogger Bank. Hang on. Aren’t 
those our fish? At what stage does a “success” 
for the gannets become a threat to our cod and 
chips? 

IF you haven’t done the sums yet, it takes the 
TV licence fees from more than 15,000 homes 
to employ Gary Lineker at the BBC for a year. 

THE joy of a Scouse accent. I caught a snip¬ 
pet of a telly interview with a sportswoman from 
Merseyside explaining how her team had to 
cope with “them Airedales.” Hurdles, apparent¬ 
ly. 

JODIE Whittaker is the first female Doctor 
Who. Any suggestions for first female Dalek? 

THE Advertising Standards Authority is out¬ 
lawing gender stereotypes. This new piece of 
social engineering will ensure there will be no 
daffy housewives and no kitchen-incompetent 
husbands appearing in adverts. The harmless 
amusement known as the battle of the sexes 
has entertained humankind ever since the first 
caveman burnt the first mammoth burgers and 
the first princess reversed her chariot into the 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 



river. But no more. As the ASA spokesperson 
explained grimly: “We know that depicting 
gender stereotypes in ads has the potential to 
reinforce expectations as to how groups or indi¬ 
viduals should look or behave because of their 
gender - and that can have a potentially harm¬ 
ful effect.” Interestingly, the author of the ASA’s 
mirthless diktat is one Ella Smilie but I guess 
we’re not supposed to laugh at that, either. 

YOU would think, would you not, that the 
most fervent gender campaigns would involve 
the most blatant discrimination? Not so. Brit¬ 
ain has about 40,000 registered midwives but 
barely 100 of them are male. And yet I hear no 
shrill protests and see no banners unfurled. A 
mystery, innit? 

AMID thunderous volleys of brilliant reviews, 
the new Christopher Nolan film Dunkirk is re¬ 
leased. No movie can cover every story from the 
1940 evacuation and here’s one you won’t find 
in Nolan’s epic, or in any written account I have 
seen. It is the tale of the Sixth Battalion of the 
South Staffordshire Regiment. None of these 
Black Country Territorials would claim to be the 
bravest or the most dashing of soldiers sent 
over to France. They knew they had been well 
and truly beaten by the advancing Germans. Yet 
none of the many survivors I have interviewed 
over the years recalled any panic or pushing on 
the beaches. On the contrary, these part-time 
soldiers were well led and bound together by 
a strong community spirit. The secret, as they 


waited for the boats, was to keep the men busy 
and prevent them becoming defeatist. So even 
as the bombs fell, the South Staffs officers and 
NCOs organised a sports day. A pair of aban¬ 
doned motorcycles were commandeered and 
used in races up and down the beach. It must 
have been a bizarre interlude but stragglers ar¬ 
riving from other units sensed the cohesion of 
this battalion and attached themselves to it. 
Which is why the Sixth Battalion claimed the 
distinction of being the only unit of the British 
Army to bring more soldiers out of France than 
it took in. 

RESEARCHERS in Exeter and London claim 
that doing a daily word game such as a cross¬ 
word, can keep the brain young. What, even 
those of us who struggle for hours with “Six let¬ 
ters - One whose leader goes out every morn¬ 
ing”? Eventually I cracked it: “Editor.” 

A READER shares the nation’s irritation over 
people who start sentences with “So . . .” but 
says he’s even more angered by politicians 
who begin their answers with “Look . . .” The 
ones that infuriate me are the interviewees who, 
when faced with a killer question, reply: “You 
know, the question we ought to be asking is ...” 

AS the first contracts are announced, here’s 
an intriguing question. Why did we never have 
a referendum on HS2? Simple. Because the 
powers-that-be knew 90 per cent of the British 
public would vote against it. We love our coun¬ 
tryside. We see no reason to arrive in Birming¬ 
ham 20 minutes earlier. We don’t see the point 
of a railway with hardly any stations. HS2 is a 
triumph of big money over democracy and our 
grandchildren will think we were mad. Not mad, 
kids. Just disenfranchised. 


The sticky 
wicket of 
sexism 
in sport 

CONGRATULATIONS to England’s wom¬ 
en cricketers who won the world cup at 
the weekend. Can any of them get into 
the men’s Test side? 

But where are the scantily clad pic¬ 
tures of captain Heather Knight, wearing 
just cricket pads with a bat covering her 
modesty? 

No? Well, here’s a 21st century idea. 
Maybe they just want to be treated as 
sportswomen and recognised for their 
achievements on the field of play. 

I raise the issue as it seems sexism, 
particularly in sport, has reared its head 
again. 

It took an age for the powers-that-be 
to decide women tennis players were 
worthy of being awarded the same prize 
money as their male counterparts - de¬ 
spite playing a maximum of three set 
games rather than five - so it shouldn’t 
take Andy Murray to point out that Sam 
Querry was the first MALE US player to 
reach the Wimbledon semi-final in how¬ 
ever many years. 

Former champ John McEnroe claimed 
Serena Williams, one of the greatest there 
has been, would only be in the top 700 
in the men’s rankings (“you can’t be se¬ 
rious?”). 

I am all for equality and giving credit 
where it is due, so if a woman is as good 
at their job as a man they should be sim¬ 
ilarly recompensed, this coming at a time 
when the BBC announces only a third of 
its 96 highest earners are women. 

But they can’t have it both ways. 

Female golfers are apparently angry at 
a new dress code, introduced by the La¬ 
dies’ Professional Golf Association which 
bans them from wearing clothes with 
plunging necklines and revealing skirts. 

Breaching the code could end in a 
1,000 dollar fine. So it seems they want 
to be objectified as well as treated like 
serious athletes. 

Heather Daly-Donofrio, LPG tour com¬ 
munications and operations officer, said: 
“The dress code requires players to pres¬ 
ent themselves in a professional manner 
to reflect a positive image for the game.” 

Quite right too in my opinion. 

Teen magazine Youth Vogue claimed 
the edict had set women ‘way back’. 

But surely, like in all walks of life, a 
dress code should apply. 

Transport minister John Hayes believes 
so. He has even refused to take ques¬ 
tions from any male MP in the House of 
Commons that does not wear a tie. 

So, while I’m all for women being at the 
top of their profession, I’d rather they be 
there on merit, for their ability to do their 
job, rather than a penchant for wearing 
skimpy revealing outfits. 

MARK SHIPP 
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HUGE 

Concrete 

FREE 

Summer 

FREE 



RANGE 

Garages 

FITTING 

Houses 

FITTING 
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O Old Buildings Removed 
0 Asbestos Disposal 
0 Base Laying Service 
0 Free Quotations 
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CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Prices from g^ ver v 

6ft x4ft £239 £274 
7ft x 5ft £269 £309 
8ft X 6ft £299 £344 



Prices from 

Single Garage 
16ft x 8ft 

Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


£1699 

£3299 


7ft x 5ft £599 

8ft x 6ft £725 Verandah 
8ft x 8ft £789 Verandah 


Sf Huge Range 0 Made To Measure Service Qf Lined & Insulated Options (2f Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 







































Why save unpleasant TV ads for tea time? 


I gave up watching daytime television 
some years ago when I was confined to 
the chair following a serious operation. 
The programmes, rather than helping 
me on the road to recovery, depressed 
me beyond measure. 

Don’t get me wrong, I am not an 
unsympathetic person. But day after 
day of people screaming and shouting 
at one another on one channel and 
someone who is at death’s door or in 


floods of tears on the other. Films or 
programmes so old you could almost 
smell the mothballs. 

So these days, after the morning 
news, our television does not go on 
again until teatime. But then our prob¬ 
lem is with the adverts. We usually 
watch The Chase and then the evening 
news while we eat our tea - and that is 
when they start. All the adverts about 
spitting blood when you clean your 


teeth, medicine to stop your constipa¬ 
tion/ diarrhoea/heartburn, treatment 
for head lice, something for smelly 
armpits/feet, or even something to stop 
you making the toilet smelly! 

Anything unpleasant they save 
for when you are eating. I am sure 
it is planned! Pity our favourite pro¬ 
grammes are on ITV. 

JENNY JAMES 
Word si ey 


Bid to find LETTERS TO THE EDITOR HS2 only 

' benefits 


long lost 
relatives 

YEARS ago I was tracing 
my family tree but I seem to 
have come to a stop. 

Perhaps some of your 
readers could help me find 
grandchildren of my uncle, 
who was Henry Thomas 
Parkes, and his wife Sarah 
(nee Woodhall). They lived 
in Corngreaves Road, Crad- 
ley Heath. 

The grandchildren are 
Jean O’Connell (nee Bryan), 
born about 1945 in Rowley 
Regis, and Barry Bryan, 
born about 1949, Rowley 
Regis. There was another 
grandchild, I think her 
name was Pat (Patricia), she 
lived with her grandparents 
in Corngreaves Road, Cra- 
dley Heath, while I think 
the other two grandchildren 
lived in the Doulton Road 
area, Rowley Regis. 

The grandchildren are 
the descendants of my late 
father Mr John Parkes who 
was Henry Thomas Parkes’ 
brother. I am oping some of 
your readers can help me.If 
you have any information 
to share, please call the 
Express & Star on 01902 
319402. 

MRS TAYLOR 
(nee Parkes) 

Dudley 


POST 


EMAIL 


dudley.chrons@ 


Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Gueen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 

Lorry drivers cause 
tailbacks on hills 

MY letters regarding ‘happenings’ on the motorways re¬ 
garding lorries have received what I wanted - a response 
from drivers. What a shame that they did not read my let¬ 
ters properly. 

I do not criticise lorry drivers in general. Our driving 
practice is to drive on the nearside lane, obeying the speed 
limits, only pulling out to overtake. We do something that 
is frowned on by the law and flash our headlights to warn 
overtaking vehicles that it is safe to pull over back into 
the nearside lane. The majority wiggle their indicators in 
thanks. This happens whether we are towing our caravan 
or not. Small lorries do not always co-operate. 

But I will repeat what does frustrate all motor way users. 
Some lorry drivers try to overtake going up slopes when 
then do not have the speed or power to do so, causing un¬ 
necessary tailbacks. This situation is resolved by having 
uphill sections banned to overtaking vehicles. This is not 
my law, it is laid down by the people who make the rules. It 
operates, to my knowledge on parts of the A14 and the M4. 

PETER COLE 

Kingswinford 


the well-off 

AT last plans have been 
unveiled for this unwanted 
project, HS2. We have been 
told of the projected cost 
and time scale for comple¬ 
tion, but we know that none 
of these projects is com¬ 
pleted on time, nor within 
budget. 

Has anyone, I wonder, 
considered the cost to those 
who will be affected by this 
scheme, or the cost of tickets 
in order to reach London 25 
minutes faster? This is not 
being built for the general 
public but only those people 
with unlimited income or 
travelling on expenses. 

This country is not big 
enough to justify the ex¬ 
pense and disruption which 
HS2 will cause. Surely the 
money would be better 
spent on upgrading what 
has been left of the rail net¬ 
work following Dr Beeching. 

It will probably transpire 
that it would be cheaper 
to fly rather than travel by 
these new trains. 

We are told of the em¬ 
ployment prospects that 
this scheme will bring, but 
where are we to find the 
skills required? 

LEN HALES 
Cradley Heath 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor House, Manor Lane, Halesowen Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 

email: info@starkeyelectrical.co.uk www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 




• For all your electrical • Energy 

needs in your home, Lightinc 

garden, driveway or . Fusebo 

office/retail premises . 

_ . replace 

. Experienced . Rewjrjn 

electricians NICEIC 
regulated • Landlor 

• Competitive prices/ • General 

FREE quotations mainter 


Energy saving LED 

Lighting 

Fuseboard 

replacements 

Rewiring 

Landlord Certification 
General electrical 
maintenance 


• Supply/install of 
electric roller shutter 
garage doors 

• Electric heating 
systems 

• Inspection & testing 

• Shower upgrades 

• CCTV & intruder 
alarms 



DO YOU HAVE A BLOCK PAVING 
OR CONCRETE IMPRINT DRIVE? 



WEEDS GROWING 
THROUGH? 

CRACKS 
APPEARING? 

UNUSUALLY 
SLIPPERY WHEN 
WET? 

COLOUR FADING? 

• WHITE & GREEN 
ALGAE SPOTS? 

• TARMAC DRIVEWAYS 
RE-COLOURED AND 
SEALED 


AT BTF CLEANING WE SPECIALISE IN CLEANING, REPAIRING, 
RECOLOURING & SEALING DRIVEWAYS & PATIOS. 

Our expert knowledge and experience brings back to life the most 
dull & worn of driveways & patios. We also specialise in cleaning all 
uPVC conservatories, gutters, fascias & soffits. 




BTF 


CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 
Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 
West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: 

01384 568345 



Plumb 


Starkey Electrical Ltd - Your local, energy efficient electrician 


serve 

Plumbing & Heating 

SPECIALISTS 


Exchange your Combi Boiler for 
an Ideal Vogue Boiler witha 
10 year warranty and receive the 
following- 

• Free Wireless Thermostat 
• Free First Service 
• Free Boilermag Filter!!!!! 


blinder Floor Heating 
-•LPGWork 

• Taps, Toilets, Baths & Waste 
■ Full Bathroom/En Suites Installed 
Radiators Fitted/Removed 
l Cookers & Fires, Installed & Serviced 
l Boiler & Full Central Heating Systems 
•• Installed and Serviced 
Landlord Safety Checks 


24hr call out Call us on 

01384 621765 / 07513094763 

Card payments accepted a 

Powered by Gas Serve (West Midlands LTD) A5M 


, 


Property 


For all your Property Needs! 
All qualified and 
experienced tradesmen 

•- Full/Partial Property 
•-Refurbishments 
•Plastering 
•-Tiling 

Bathroom and Kitchens 
•loft Ladders/Floor Boarding 
•- Property Alterations 
•> Underfloor Heating 
•- Electricians 
•^Sound Proofing 

Ffcilly Insured 
All Work Guaranteed 

Call now for details on Tax exempt 
disabled modifications inc. Wet 
Rooms and Widened Access 

GSIE© 


093763 


24 hour call out powered by 
Gas Serve (West Midlands) Ltd 
www.gasservewestmidlands.co.uk 
Card Payments Accepted 
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Darren Gilbert, Alison Bate and Judy Worton fly the flag for an ‘edible park’ in Walsall Great heritage - the grand restored entrance gates at Mary Stevens Park in Stourbridge 



Leasowes Park in Halesowen is among those to have been awarded the Green Flag Ken Smith and Richard Marshall celebrate Sandwell’s success after a total of ten awards 


Parks flying flag across region 


GREEN spaces across the 
Black Country and Stafford¬ 
shire have been recognised 
with the prestigious annual 
Green Flag Award. 

The scheme, which highlights 
the best green spaces in the 
world, has handed out more 
than 40 awards across the Black 
Country and Mid Staffordshire 
this year - but Wolverhampton 
has missed out. 


The green flag will be flying at 
multiple sites across the Black Coun¬ 
try after judges were impressed with 
what they saw. 

Prestigious 

They are among a record-breaking 
1,797 UK parks and green spaces 
which received the prestigious Green 
Flag Award or Green Flag Commu¬ 
nity Award last week for top stand¬ 
ards of appearance and upkeep. 

Sandwell received 10 awards in 
total with Barnford Park in Old¬ 


bury, Brunswick Park in Wednes- 
bury, Dartmouth Park, Haden Hill 
Park, Sandwell Valley Country 
Park, Sandwell Valley Crematorium, 
Tipton Cemetery, Victoria Park in 
Smethwick and Victoria Park in 
Tipton all picking up the Green Flag 
Award. 

Additionally Haden Hill Park, 
which is run by Sandwell Metropol¬ 
itan Borough Council, was a Green 
Heritage Site Winner. 

Sandwell Council leader Steve 
Eling said: “This is fantastic news 


- a big well done to all the staff, vol¬ 
unteers, friends’ groups, community 
organisations and allotment commit¬ 
tees. They have all helped Sandwell 
win these prestigious awards. We 
also thank everyone who uses our 
parks and green spaces. 

“Despite the pressures on council 
budgets, we’re committed to invest¬ 
ing in our parks, cemeteries and cre¬ 
matoriums and improving them for 
everyone.” 

In Dudley, Buffery Park, Mary Ste¬ 
vens Park, Priory Park, Silver Jubi- 


llee Park, The Leasowes and Wrens 
Nest National Nature Reserve were 
all Green Flag Award Winners 2017. 

Mary Stevens Park in Stourbridge 
and Priory Park, Dudley, were also 
Green Heritage Site Winners 2017. 
The Abbey Road Allotments, run by 
Dudley Metropolitan Borough Coun¬ 
cil, received the Green Flag Commu¬ 
nity Award Winners 2017. 

In Wyre Forest, Brinton Park 
and Queen Elizabeth II Silver Jubi¬ 
lee Gardens were both Green Flag 
Award Winners. 


Council declare 
war on poverty 
across sandwell 

SANDWELL Council has vowed to tackle 
poverty and inequality in a plan to improve 
the borough over the next decade and to 
give it a national profile. 

The authority has set out 10 ambitions 
to improve the borough by 2030, through a 
plan called ‘Vision for Sandwell’. 

A council report said these aims were 
developed around key themes, including 
‘breaking the cycle of intergenerational 
poverty and inequality’. 

A council summary of the plan said: “In 
2030, Sandwell is a thriving, optimistic and 
resilient community. 

“It is where we call home and where we 
are proud to belong - where we choose to 
bring up our families, where we feel safe 
and cared for, enjoying good health, re¬ 
warding work, feeling connected and valued 
in our neighbourhoods and communities, 
confident in the future, and benefitting 
fully from a revitalised West Midlands.” 

Among the aims are raising aspirations 
and resilience, helping to improve health 
and safety, improving skills of younger 
people for work, improving standards of 
schools and tackling crime. 

Transport 

Public transport links is the focus of the 
sixth aim, with the report summarising: 
“Sandwell will have excellent public trans¬ 
port links to jobs in Birmingham and Wol¬ 
verhampton, the (Birmingham) airport and 
the wider West Midlands.” 

Meanwhile, the seventh aim looks at 
building more homes and the eighth looks 
at developing community pride and encour¬ 
aging residents to keep their neighbour¬ 
hoods tidy. 

In the ninth and tenth aims, council lead¬ 
ers want Sandwell to ‘host the industries of 
the future’ and also to boost the national 
reputation of Sandwell. 

The report said: “Sandwell will have a 
national reputation for getting things done, 
focussing on what really matters in people’s 
lives and their wider community.” 
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WE OFFER QUALITY UPVC 
WINDOWS AND DOORS AT 
QUALITY PRICES W 



Why pay more? 

Deal direct with the owners, 
no salesmen, and see the difference 

Doors from £450 
Composite Doors form £630 
Conservatories from £4500 


■‘ISIS 


mil 


WE WILL 
BEAT ANY 
QUOTE 


Specialists in Door, Window, 
Porch and 

Conservatory Installations 
Composite Doors from £630 
Wide choice of colours available 
Misty units replaced 

WE OFFER GREAT DEALS ON 
ALLUPVC PRODUCTS 


Quality products at quality prices 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Faulty door locks and window 
hinges replaced 


Hawthorn 

Windows 


Unit 1, Shenstone Trading Estate, 
Bromsgrove Road, Halesowen, 
West Midlands B63 3XB 

Tel: 0121 559 6320 



www.hawthorn-windows.co.uk 


'INNA 


CHRISTMAS AT 
KEW GARDENS 

AND LONDON 



Saturday departures, 
2 & 16 December 2017 


Quote Code: MFG137 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 30 miles 
of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ Timed admission ticket to the Kew Gardens 
Illuminated Trail 

✓ Free shopping time in central London on Sunday 

2 days, by coach 

£l29 9spp 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


CHRISTMAS AT 



Departing Saturday 9 December 2017 


Quote Code: TXM589 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Reading/Wiltshire area 
hotel with full English breakfast 

✓ Visit to Bath Christmas Market 

✓ Visit and admission to Blenheim Palace (value £24.90) 


2 days, by coach 

£ 119 - 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com IM589 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OmegaHols a Omega Hols OmegaHols 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 
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It's been a nightmare 
but now we can grieve 



Mark Jennens, third from rightt, with family and friends after found not guilty 


IT’S been an absolute night¬ 
mare’ - words of the family 
of Mark Jennens, who was 
cleared after being wrongly 
accused of killing his frail el¬ 
derly mother. 

The 40-year-old from Brierley 
Hill was found not guilty of man¬ 
slaughter after his 78-year-old 
Hazel fell on Christmas Eve 2015 
following an argument over the 
festive dinner. 

She died at Russells Hall Hospital 
less than a month later from infection. 

Now the family say they just want 
to grieve for their mother and say the 
case should never have gone to court. 

Mr Jennens sister Tracey Jennens 
said: “Since the moment mum passed 
away it is has been an absolute night¬ 
mare. We have never been allowed to 
see her. She had numerous post mor- 
tems. It has been horrific. We couldn’t 
have the funeral for 14 months. 

Upsetting 

“We feel like we have had our rights 
taken away from us. It should never 
have got this far. There was no public 
interest in this.” 

His other sister Dawn Ellis added: 
“Now we can just get on with griev¬ 
ing for her. We couldn’t even have the 
funeral until this year. It has been so 
upsetting. She would not have wanted 
this for Mark.” 

The case revealed the pair had rowed 
over how to cook potatoes moments be¬ 
fore Mr Jennens pulled his mother up 
by the arms and tried to frogmarch her 
to the door, when she collapsed break¬ 
ing her hip. 

It subsequently emerged during his 
trial at Wolverhampton Crown Court 
was how the heavy burden of looking 
after his mother, who had lung cancer 


and emphysema, took its own toll on 
Mr Jennens. He had suffered a break¬ 
down in early 2015 after caring for his 
mother for more than a decade but 
when he sought help from social ser¬ 
vices his mother declined support. 

Mr Jennens said: “I can’t fault so¬ 
cial services. If a person who needs 
care refuses to participate you are left 
to drift. It is not social services’ fault. 

“There needs to be more of a bal¬ 
ance struck between the people provid¬ 
ing care and the people who need it.” 

The jury was told Mr Jennens’ own 
mental state declined further, which 
led to insomnia and him losing his job. 


The court heard that by that Christ¬ 
mas 24 years of verbal abuse from his 
mother had brought him to breaking 
point. A jury took just one hour and 
23 minutes to find him not guilty of 
manslaughter. 

Diane Wake, chief executive of The 
Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust, 
said: “This is a very tragic case and our 
thoughts are with the family. We in¬ 
vestigate every death in hospital and 
these form part of our mortality re¬ 
view process. No clinical issues were 
raised during our investigation and 
we would be happy to discuss any con¬ 
cerns the family have with them.” 



"Graham gave u s our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Danni & Martin Waiters, Hasbury 

JHagley Kitchens created the kitchen we have always dreamed of, 
and his team completed the installation and tiling to a perfect 
finish... Thank YOU." Wayne & Julie, Wordsley 

"Nothing was too much trouble" Doreen Coley - Hayley Green 



Call Graham Edmonds 

for your 'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 

07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


Guaranteed unbeatable on price I 

www.HagleyKitchens.co.uk 

si 



IN LITE N 
BACK DOOR 

in WHITE 
From Only 

...Including 

fitting! _ 


A 


Y> 




• Your NEW windows will sparkle this Summer 

• It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 


INLITEN 
FRONT DOOR 

in WHITE 
From Only 

m 1 

...Including 

fitting! _ 


6 FLAT 
WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 


From Only 

'o 


0 / 0 , 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


»a,- uH wmdow 

Wizard Services 
Available 


Misted Units 
Replaced 
Broken Hinge 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 
0121 421 7001 


ASCI AS ^SOFFITS ^GUTTERING 



• Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 

• No payment until completion 

• Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 

• Visit our showroom 

• Deal direct with the owner 



It ITVN3 to be 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE | SERVICE - 


SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am 9.00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104 


TRADE 

ENQUIRES 

WELCOME 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 
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We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" ? 
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Nurses recruitment drive 
results in 95 job offers 


A RECRUITMENT drive held at a Birmingham hospital trust 
led to a staggering 95 conditional job offers to nurses. 

More than 150 jobseekers went along to the Nursing Recruitment 
Open Day, at City Hospital, which was hailed a success by bosses at 
Sandwell and West Birmingham Hospitals NHS Trust. Throughout 
the day a total of 110 nurses were interviewed. 

Paul Hooton, Deputy Chief Nurse, said: “The day was a huge success and we 
- have successfully handed out 95 condi- 


NIP gives her 
thanks to 
council chief 

A COUNCILLOR who was elected 
as an MP in the last general election 
has paid tribute to Sandwell Council’s 
leader who helped her along the way. 

Preet Gill was elected as a Labour 
MP for the Edgbaston constituency 
in Birmingham in the June 8, general 
election. She was a Labour councillor 
for the St Paul’s ward in Sandwell 
before the election, but has continued 
that role since becoming an MP. 

Ms Gill, speaking at a full meet¬ 
ing of Sandwell Council in which her 
achievement as MP was celebrated 
with an ovation from fellow council¬ 
lors, said: “I want to put on record my 
thanks to the leader (Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil leader councillor Steve Eling). 

“Without his support and the men¬ 
toring opportunities that he gave me, 
I don’t think I would have been in this 
position now.” 


tional job offers. It’s been amazing to 
meet so many enthusiastic nurses who 
want to work for our Trust. They were 
impressed with what we have to offer, 
through from training to staff benefits. 

“We hope to build on this successful 
event, and as a result have more re¬ 
cruitment days lined up over the com¬ 
ing months. It means that we can look 
at making a significant increase within 
our nursing workforce. 

’’What also struck me was the sense 
of pride and achievement within the 
nursing workforce throughout the 
day. There was a real buzz and com¬ 
munity spirit amongst everyone.” 

One of new recruits, Emma Black, 
who is studying child nursing, said on 
the day: “I came here to explore what 
offers you had available. I’ve been suc¬ 
cessful on interview, and I can’t wait 
to be part of the team. It’s a fabulous, 
innovative environment and the staff 
are so lovely. I can’t wait to build my 
career here.” 

The event saw various specialties 
showcasing their work across the or¬ 
ganisation. They included cardiology, 
stroke and neurology, apprenticeships 
and paediatrics. Other departments 
including the volunteering service, 
staff benefits and Your Trust Charity 
had stalls in the Postgraduate Centre, 
where the event was held. 



The Reading Challenge launch 

THIS year’s Summer Reading 
Challenge is now under way - with 
Sandwell children urged to help clever 
‘animal agents’ crack a case at their 
local library over the school holidays. 

A special celebration launch event at 
Smethwick Library saw storytelling, 
craft activities, a visit from Angie’s 
Animal Antics and a guest appearance 
from library mascot Woody Bear. 

The Summer Reading Challenge 
asks four to 11-year-olds to borrow 


at Smethwick Library with Sandwe 

and read any library books during the 
summer holidays. This year’s theme 
‘animal agents’ is based on a detective 
agency staffed by all kinds of clever 
animals. 

All children must read at least six 
library books over the summer. They 
will collect stickers that will help 
them crack the clues and help the 
animal agents find out what’s really 
been going on behind the scenes! 
Tony Ross, the UK’s best-selling chil- 


Libraries mascot Woody Bear 

dren’s illustrator (creator of the Little 
Princess books and illustrator of the 
Horrid Henry series) has created this 
year’s artwork. 

There’s a whole programme of 
events and activities planned at 
Sandwell libraries for families over 
the summer. To find out how to take 
part, visit your local library, go to 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/libraries, follow 
@sandwelllibs on Twitter or search 
‘Sandwell Libraries’ on Facebook. 


Children told 
to keep off 
building sites 

CHILDREN have been warned to 
stay away from building sites over the 
summer break. A local developer has 
told children and their parents to be 
aware of the dangers of building sites 
as they can be extremely hazardous. 
Barratt Homes West Midlands has a 
host of new developments across the 
Black Country. 

Steven Cartwright, Construction 
Director at Barratt Homes West Mid¬ 
lands, said; “Developers like ourselves 
are building more new homes at sites 
all over the country, but until they are 
completed these places can be danger¬ 
ous, and with the school summer hol¬ 
idays approaching, children should be 
told to stay away. 

“While we do watch out for young¬ 
sters during the day and secure our 
sites at night, we would like to ask 
parents to ensure the safety of their 
children during the holidays, espe¬ 
cially if they live near an active build¬ 
ing site.” 

Barratt Homes hosts site visits 
and holds regular safety talks and for 
schools close to wherever it is building 
new homes, to encourage site safety 
and highlight the hazards of playing 
on or near construction sites. 

Developments include Oak Hill 
Mews, in Darlaston Road, Wednes- 
bury, and Mercury Place, Wolver¬ 
hampton. 

Brum grunge girl 
in single release 

GRUNGE girl MeMe Detroit is back 
with a brand new single. The Bir¬ 
mingham rocker and her band release 
How She Runs via their own Soul- 
Rock Central Records label, tomor¬ 
row, Friday. 

MeMe Detroit have a special single 
launch night planned at The Actress 
& Bishop pub on the night. 





in associ 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


iABTA 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 


Cooking 


GAS COOKERS 


Laundry 


Refrigeration 


Quote Code: HRWS71 


Price Includes... mm 

✓ Overnight at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire area hotel with 
3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Guided tour of the Emmerdale TV village on 
Saturday 

✓ Timed admission to The Emmerdale Studio 
Experience on Sunday morning 

✓ Free time in Harrogate and Haworth 


Quote Code: YFW380 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel with 
3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Visit to Highclere Castle, with admission 

✓ Free time in Warwick (optional half-price 
castle admission at £13.20pp) 


mxegraiea Appliances 


INTEGRATED HOBS 

1 


INTEGRATED WASHING 
MACHINES 


FREE STANDARD 
DELIVERY 

ON PURCHASES OVER £150.00 WITH 
THIS VOUCHER 


Extended guarantee available • Members of Retra • Pictures for illustration purposes only • Prices subject to availability • Sirius Retailer of the Year 2012 


BORSHCH 

Gas & Electrical Superstore 


PEAR TREE LANE, DUDLEY 
DY2 OQU • 01384 571 879 

Open: Mon - Sat 9.30am-6pm Sun 10am-4pm 


» e m & 


Return coach travel from Dudley 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OmegaHols a Omega Hols OmegaHols 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 


,41 www.borshchelectric.co.uk BTFn 

TSqjej Borshchelectric 1^^ 11 I 


2 days, by coach 

only £ 169 - 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


2 days, by coach 

only £149 .95pp 


BIRMINGHAM 

Upper Trinity Street 
Birmingham B9 4EG 
0121 773 6361 


I WALSALL 

Unit 17-19 

Victorian Arcade WS1 1 RE 
01922 279927 


ERDINGTON 

1 -41 Sutton Road 
Erdington B23 6QH 
0121 448 0202 


VILLAGE 

and Studio Experience & Harrogate 








Departing Saturday 23 September 2017 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


DOWNTON ABBEY 

and Warwick 


Departing Monday 11 September 2017 


TUMBLE DRYERS 


WASHING 

MACHINES 


Hoover 8KG 1400 spin 
washing machine 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 1 















































































Lily creates winning 
design for booklet 


THE winner of a competition to 
design the front cover of a welcome 
booklet for young patients on a hos¬ 
pital’s children’s ward has been an¬ 
nounced. 

Lily Piddington, aged 14, from 
Holly Hall Academy in Dudley was 
chosen as the winner by members 
of the public who cast their vote on 
The Dudley Group NHS Foundation 
Trust’s Facebook page. 

Lily, who has chosen to study art 
and design for her GCSEs next year, 
said she wanted to keep her welcome 
booklet design for Russells Hall Hos¬ 
pital simple. 

She said: “I thought it would 
be nice to say that doctors aren’t 


anything to be afraid of no matter 
what’s happened to you. 

“I wanted to show the people in 
my design could be anyone, no mat¬ 
ter what race they are.” 

The design will be used on the 
front cover of the children’s ward 
welcome booklet and given to every 
patient who stays on the ward. 

Lily added: “My mum and dad 
were really happy I won the compe¬ 
tition. 

“They are really proud of me.” 

Diane Wake, chief executive of 
the Trust, presented Lily with a 
£50 Intu Merry Hill voucher. In 
second place was Michael Ezeji with 
Amman Ahmed third. 



The Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust chief executive Diane Wake with winning artist Lily Piddington 


MP’s anger over 
litter and weeds 

COUNCIL chiefs have been criticised for the state of a 
borough’s streets, verges and open spaces by an ME 
Dudley North MP Ian Austin has urged Dudley Coun¬ 
cil to reverse its decision to stop cutting the grass and 
dealing with weeds across the borough. 

Mr Austin said he has been contacted by residents 
from Sedgley, Gornal, Woodsetton, Kate’s Hill, Russells 
Hall and the town centre to complain of the overgrown 
grass, out of control weeds and litter on the streets. 

He said: “I’m from Dudley, I love the place and I’m 
proud of it but people have contacted me from all over 
area complaining about the state of the streets, grass 
verges, roundabouts and open spaces. Look at the islands 
at Castlegate and Flood Street. They are the gateway 
to Dudley and the first things visitors see, yet the grass 
isn’t being cut properly, weeds are out of control and 
litter is being left. How is that going to attract visitors 
or encourage investment?” 


11 


Extension of 
hours at Udl 
approved by 
the council 


AN increase in operating hours at a super¬ 
market have been approved by council boss¬ 
es despite objections from residents. 

Lidl successfully applied to Dudley Council to ex¬ 
tend times at its store in Halesowen Road, Nether- 
ton, for an extra two hours each day, increasing from 
8am to 9pm, up to 7am and 10pm. 

Residents accused the store of already flouting its oper¬ 


ational hours under its old 
set times, which included re¬ 
ports of lorries ‘thundering’ 
onto the shop’s car park at 
5am and then leaving their 
engines running, waking 
residents. 

A spokesman for Lidl said 
the store was addressing 
the issue ‘with the hauliers 
directly, to ensure that the 
agreed delivery windows are 
being adhered to’. 

Flexibility 

The spokesman said: “As 
we experience increased 
demand, it is necessary for 
us to have the flexibility in 
place to adapt our opera¬ 
tional availability for the 
benefit of our customers. 

“We were disappointed 
to hear feedback regarding 
the gates and out of hours 
deliveries. 

“This is being addressed 
with the hauliers directly, 
to ensure that the agreed 
delivery windows are being 
adhered to.” Council bosses 
gave the green light at a de¬ 
velopment scrutiny meeting 
but said the store must ad¬ 
here to the conditions that 
it will not open to the public 
before 7am and after 10am 
each day, and deliveries 
should not take place before 
7am and after 9pm on week¬ 
days, before 8am and after 
9pm on Saturdays, and be¬ 
fore 10am and after 5pm on 
Sundays. 

The store’s opening hours 
- which are different from 
operating hours - are from 


By Jamie Brassington 

8am to 8pm on weekdays 
and Saturdays, and 10am to 
4pm on Sundays. 

Netherton, Woodside and 
St Andrews ward councillor 
Elaine Taylor, who spear¬ 
headed a campaign to stop 
the operating times chang¬ 
ing, said: “I find it very 
hard for them not to have 
had their request granted. 
The pressure is there from 
neighbouring supermarkets. 

“Primarily, although Lidl 
was already breaching the 
conditions, it wasn’t breach¬ 
ing them enough to stop 
them granting those further 
operating hours.” 

A council report into the 
application to extend the 
operating times said: “Ob¬ 
jections have been received 
from the occupiers of three 
dwellings, which front onto 
Halesowen Road. One objec¬ 
tor has now written in three 
times. An objection has also 
been received from a ward 
councillor. 

“These make the follow¬ 
ing points: The store already 
infringes the opening times 
- the gates are never pad¬ 
locked shut and have been 
left open many times. 

“The flouting of the open¬ 
ing times seriously impedes 
the basic right of neighbours 
to have quiet time; and large 
lorries thunder across the 
car park to the rear of the 
store before 6am, engines 
are revved whilst reversing 
into the loading bay.” 


Glow on - rare creatures 
are thriving at beauty spot 

A RECORD number of glow-worms have been spotted at a 
nature reserve near Kingswinford. 

A group of volunteers have been spending two months 
counting glow-worms at Staffordshire Wildlife Trust’s 
Highgate Common nature reserve. 

During one of the counts, a record 146 glow-worms were 
recorded. The ancient heathland which covers Highgate 
Common is a perfect habitat for glow-worms, which are 
actually a type of bioluminescent beetle. 



Easy Floors 

** The Flooring Experts 


FANTASTIC OFFERS ON 
WOOD AND LAMINATE FLOORING 


7 mm 
Heavy 
Domestic 
Clic 

Laminate 

From 


8 mm 
Heavy 
Domestic 
4-V-Groove 
Laminate 

From 


£6.99m 2 

inc VAT 


£4.98nr 

inc VAT 

VISIT OUR STORE FOR MANY OTHER OFFERS 


12 mm 
Domestic & 
Commercial 
Use 

4-V-Groove 

Laminate 

From 


£9.98m 2 

inc VAT 



OTSWo: 

WfflTOG «/ |1 p • ry 

in 



Easy Floors, 202 Dudley Road, 
Halesowen B63 3NR *0121 585 8348 

(Next to The Big Pet Store) 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9am - 7pm, 

Sat 9am - 6pm, Sun 10am - 4pm 
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i2 18 months of 
roadworks 
to hit the M5 

DRIVERS are facing traffic chaos on 
the M5 with major restrictions about 
to come in as part of an 18-month 
long roadworks scheme. 

From the end of the month, north¬ 
bound and southbound traffic will be 
filtered in two lanes onto one side of 
the carriageway between junctions 
one and two for West Bromwich and 
Oldbury - with vehicles crawling at 
30mph. 

It has also been revealed that traffic 
will be cut to two lanes heading north¬ 
bound from junction three at Hale¬ 
sowen to limit the amount of vehicles 
approaching the roadworks zone and 
avoid a bottleneck. 

The scheme to repair Oldbury via¬ 
duct started at Easter, but so far driv¬ 
ers have faced minimal disruption, 
with the speed limit cut to 40mph but 
all lanes still open. Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil leader Steve Eling has warned of 
chaos on the M5 in the coming months 
but roads bosses insist the measures 
are necessary for safety reasons. 

Motorists have been warned to pre¬ 
pare for the changes, which are ex¬ 
pected to cause significant delays, and 
consider taking alternative routes. 
Slip roads will remain open through¬ 
out the works. 

Highways England senior project 
manager, Zbigniew Twarowski, said: 
“This is essential work.” 


Volunteers needed 
for reading help 

VOLUNTEERS are sought to help 
children reach their potential and im¬ 
prove their reading skills. 

Support includes becoming a ‘Bean¬ 
stalk helper’, helping children to learn 
through reading. 

For information, visit www.bean- 
stalkcharity.org.uk or email westmid- 
landsapplications@beanstalkcharity. 
org.uk or call 0121 771 2922. 


Man admits trying to kill 
shopkeeper - three years on 


Antonia bobs up with fundraiser 


A 10-year-old girl provided the centre 
piece for a fund raising event by hav¬ 
ing 30 inches of her hair cut off. 

Antonia Pratt sat on a chair in the 
middle of the beer garden at the rear 
of the Three Cups Inn on Spring Road, 
Lanesfield on Saturday afternoon. 

Scores of parents and children 
watched and applauded as she had 
the hair, which had reached to her 
knees before it was plaited ready for 
collection, transformed into a shoul¬ 
der bob by 26-year-old Emma Finch 
who works at a salon in Kingswinford. 

The hair and half of the cash raised 
at the event, which also included food 
and music, will go to the Little Prin¬ 
cess Trust which provides real hair 
wigs free of charge to boys and girls 
across the UK and Ireland who have 
lost their own hair due to cancer. 

Antonia, who lives with her family 
Woodcross, Coseley, made the gesture 
after her grandmother lost her life to 
cancer around Christmas. 

She and other members of the Lau¬ 
ren Dion School of Dance had per¬ 
formed at an earlier St George’s Day 
charity event at the pub which raised 
£2,000, some of which was donated to 
the Little Princess Trust. 

Antonia, who had only had her hair 
cut three times in her life befor, ex¬ 
plained: “I thought the world of my 
nan and wanted to do something in 
her memory for children.” 

The event raised at least £500 with 
the sum split between Little Princess 
Trust and research into bowel cancer. 



Antonia Pratt had 30 inches of hair cut off to raise money for charities 


A PARANOID schizophrenic has admitted attempting to 
murder a shopkeeper by stabbing him 41 times in a ‘frenzied’ 
attack - almost three years after the incident. 

David Dean was deemed unfit to plead to the charge due to the state 
of his mental health two years ago. But last week, after being given 
the all-clear by two psychiatrists, the 45-year-old reappeared at Wol¬ 
verhampton Crown Court and delivered his guilty plea. 

The court heard how Dean leapt 
over the counter at News and Booze 
in Bilston and repeatedly stabbed 
51-year-old Purshotam Lai. He then 
fled, leaving his victim, who later re¬ 
quired 43 stitches, severely injured. 

Dean, currently being treated at the 
Reaside Hospital near Birmingham, 
will remain locked up indefinitely in 
a secure hospital under sentencing by 
Judge John Wait. 


Industrial 
link to death 
of ex-miner 


Frenzied 

Mr Wait described how Dean’s dete¬ 
riorating mental condition at the time 
had left him with a ‘holy disillusioned’ 
view on reality. 

Judge Wait told Dean: “You came 
to believe that those who run the shop 
were in truth some form of hostile 
force troubling your mother. You take 
it on yourself to seek to kill Mr Lai.” 

He added: “You had fallen in such a 
state that you launch this awful, fren¬ 
zied attack on him.” 

Ms Heidi Kubik, prosecuting, played 
CCTV of the incident, at around 
9.30pm on December 21, 2014. It 
showed Dean entering the shop and 
attracting Mr Lai’s attention before 
stabbing him repeatedly. 

He was arrested two days later after 
being seen acting strangely in East 
Park. 

Mr Jon Roe, defending, said: “Dean 
is appalled by his behaviour that day.” 


A FORMER miner who worked as a 
coal cutter during his 35 years down 
the pit died from an industrial dis¬ 
ease, an inquest has ruled. 

Kenneth Billingham, of Hilton 
Road, Featherstone, Wolverhampton 
had suffered from shortness of breath 
in recent years but his condition dete¬ 
riorated markedly in January and he 
died in New Cross Hospital on July 9. 

He had been a coal miner between 
1953 and 1988 at three mines, Hilton, 
Hednesford and Littleton Colliery in 
Cannock, his daughter Jane Billing¬ 
ham told the inquest at Oldbury. 

A post mortem showed that the 
78-year-old died from respiratory fail¬ 
ure as a result of pneumoconiosis. He 
had worked at the coalface for most of 
his career. 

Black Country coroner Zafar Sid- 
dique concluded that Mr Billingham 
died of an industrial disease. 



I 



FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 


FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 


Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 



• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 


Contact Tracey Thompson 

on 01902 319645 or email 

tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 
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Counselling centre has 
scooped £10,000 prize 

A COUNSELLING centre has scooped £10,000 worth of 
materials and labour after winning a competition run by a 
builder’s merchants. 

Dudley Counselling Centre on Salop Street, Dudley, was 
crowned regional winner in the Jewson Building Better 
Communities competition 2017. The money will be spent 
on demolishing its existing building and building a new 
one. 

Pastor Joe Hayes, chairman of the centre, commented: 
“We are absolutely delighted to have won £10,000. We have 
a project to demolish and rebuild our existing centre, which 
is long overdue. We have plans for the future, to increase 
counselling for adults and children, and also improve our 
offering to the homeless people we help.” 

More than 2,000 entries were submitted and, with the 
help of Jewson employees and suppliers, the number was 
narrowed down to a shortlist of 42. A public vote then took 
place before further judging. In total Jewson has given 
away £250,000 to building projects and people making a 
difference in communities. 

Dudley Counselling Centre offers support services to res¬ 
idents with issues, including bereavement, financial diffi¬ 
culties, unemployment, loneliness and substance abuse. 


I doe believe it, now 
Doreen’s at the zoo 



Doreen also visited Dudley Zoo’s ring-tailed lemurs 

DOREEN Tipton was handed the perfect gift for any ani¬ 
mal lover - a namesake at Dudley Zoo now a baby deer has 
been named in her honour. 

The comic character went on a trip to the zoo, where she 
got up close with the lemurs, and staff there also surprised 
her by revealing they have named the zoo’s new baby rein¬ 
deer after her. 

Doreen was given a VIP tour of the Castle Hill attrac¬ 
tion, where she filmed scenes for her latest DVD as well as 
visiting the lemurs and cuddling a tapir and paying a visit 
to Doreen the reindeer, the first born to mother Bracken 
and father Ghost. 

She said: “I’m really touched. It’s actually brought a tear 
to my eye, as I’ve never had anything named after me be¬ 
fore.” 

Dudley Zoo is a sponsor of this coming festive season’s 
panto at Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, Jack and the 
Beanstalk, in which Doreen stars alongside Gareth Gates 
and Lisa Riley. 

NIP marks milestone 
for apprenticeships 

A BLACK Country MP welcomed apprentices to the House 
of Commons last week to celebrate the 11,000 apprentice¬ 
ships provided by the UK’s aerospace, defence, security 
and space industries. 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin welcomed 100 apprentices, 
including Thomas Connors from Sedgley who works at 
UTC in Wolverhampton. They were in Parliament to show 
the contribution apprentices make to high-skill manufac¬ 
turing industries, and the world-leading technologies ap¬ 
prentices are working to develop. 

The apprentices were from some of Britain’s leading aer¬ 
ospace, defence, security and space companies at an event 
organised by ADS, the trade organisation for companies 
in the UK aerospace, defence, security and space sectors. 

Mr Austin said: “It was great to meet Thomas and other 
apprentices from the Black Country. We need to make edu¬ 
cation and skills our country’s number one priority.” 


Travellers' transit site will be 
'away from residential areas' 


A TEMPORARY travellers’ 
site to tackle illegal camps 
across Dudley borough 
would be built away from 
residential areas, says coun¬ 
cil boss Patrick Harley. 

Dudley chiefs are currently looking 
at areas to build such a site in the bor¬ 
ough, in the wake of a series of camps 


which have required police to evict 
travellers. 

Dudley Council leader Patrick Har¬ 
ley says a temporary site would help 
to reduce ‘incursions’ in the borough 
and having such a site gives police and 
councils greater powers to tackle ille¬ 
gal land invasions. 

It comes as police evicted more than 
30 caravans spread across three sites 
in Brier ley Hill on July 5, which left 


Dudley Council with the bill for a 
major a clean-up operation. 

“Officers are trying to find one, 
” said Councillor Harley. “We need 
to identify a couple of areas and put 
them out to consultation. But a tem¬ 
porary travellers’ site needs to be 
away from residential areas. In a lot 
of local authorities that have them, 
there is a 70 per cent reduction on il¬ 
legal incursions.” 


Deadline approaches 
for art competition 

THE deadline is fast approaching for artists in Dudley 
and Walsall to put forward their submissions for an art 
prize. The Dawn Jones Art award invites people with 
experience of mental health to create artwork. 

Entrants must submit their work by Monday (July 
31) for a chance to win one of two £100 prizes, plus ex¬ 
hibition time in Walsall and Dudley. 

The competition was set up by Maureen Jones in 
memory of her daughter, Dawn Jones, who committed 
suicide in 2005 at the age of 25 following a long battle 
with depression. 

Fourteen shortlisted entries will be exhibited in Au¬ 
gust at Forest Arts Centre in Walsall and two winners 
will go on long-term display. Visit dwmh.nhs.uk/artprize 


summer 
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Spread the cost with up to... 

3 Years 0% Interest Free Credit, 
on right now & all this weekend! 



Everything is reduced throughout our 35,000 sq.ft, furniture superstore! 

We've got huge sale reductions off all our furniture collections including many leading brand names! 

You can also choose to spread the cost with just a low deposit & monthly payments up to 3 years totally interest free!* 

" What ever your budget or style... we've got the furniture to suit!" 


Level Street I Merry Hill I Dudley I West Midlands I DY51UA I T. 01384 77444 
OPENING TIMES: Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm Saturday 10-6pm Sunday 11-5pm 

WWW.williamandsOns.CO.uk Sign up at williamandsons.co.uk to receive OUR EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE OFFERS! 

Alstons Baker •bardi smam Hi &L„ ^htl ‘ " NymS rauch | J Mv ^ 


0% APR Representative *Up to 3 years interest free credit offer available on orders over £500.12 months term minimum spend £1,000,18 months term minimum spend £1,500, 24 months term minimum spend £2,000, 36 months term minimum spend £3,000. Minimum deposit 25°/o. 
Representative Example: Cash Price £3,000. Deposit £750. Total amount of credit £2,250. Duration of the agreement 36 months. 36 x monthly repayments of £62.50 starting 1 month after delivery or collection. Annual Rate of Interest 0°/o. Representative APR 0%. Total amount payable £3,000. 
Written details available on request. Credit is subject to status. Terms & Conditions apply. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply. Ask in store or see our website for further details. All offers subject to availability. E&OE. 



©M 


LLIAM&SONS 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, July 27, 2017 



























Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, July 27, 2017 



Lining up - the Viking road racing team c.1951 


An advert showing Russell street works 


TTHC member Harry Stant on a Viking racing bike 



Bob Thom winning a road race for Viking 


How Viking weighed in 
with light racing cycles 



The Viking works in Princess Alley 


OVER the years there have been more 
than 80 bicycle manufacturers in Wolver¬ 
hampton. One of the largest was Viking 
Cycles, famous for lightweight racing bikes. 

The company was founded at 5 Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Road, Heath Town by Victor Davies, in 1908. 
It expanded to larger premises in Broad Street 
in 1928. They opened a shop on Princess Street 
in 1934, and further works down Princess Alley 
the following year. It became a limited liability 
company in 1939, Viking Cycles Ltd. 

After the war further premises were opened in 
St Peter’s Square, and by now they were mak¬ 
ing 2,000 bicycles a year, most notably the light¬ 
weight racing bikes, and decided to form their 
own team. One of the greatest racers of the day, 
Bob Thom, was recruited to manage and ride for 
the team which started in 1948, and became an 
immediate force in road racing, winning many 
major races. 


Production increased rapidly, with up to 1,250 
dealers across the country, and by 1963 they 
were making 20,000 bikes a year with a work¬ 
force of 70. By then various premises had been 
consolidated occupying the much larger Merrid- 
ale Works in Russell Street, but soon afterwards 
there was something of a slump in the trade. 

The company, now run by Ron Davies, Victor’s 
son, survived for a while with a revolutionary 
children’s bike, which grew telescopically, with 
the child, but in 1967 Viking had to cease produc¬ 
tion. The company was bought by two Americans 
who moved production to Londonderry, where 
the bikes were just assembled, with bought-in 
components. 

The Tettenhall Transport Heritage Centre has 
a growing collection of Wolverhampton-built two 
wheelers, including a Viking racing bicycle, and 
they would like to know the colours of the Viking 
Racing Team, to recreate the kit. 


MEMORY LANE 


By Alec Brew 



The site of the shop in Princess Street 



STAND OUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


Advertise your business 
on the NEW LOOK 
Express & Star website 
www.expressandstar.com 


To find out how you can benefit call 
MNA Digital on 01902 319730 


MNA DIGITAL 

























































Now Quarry Bank is 
looking blooming lovely 


QUARRY Bank is bursting with col¬ 
our in a bid to secure a coveted ‘in 
bloom’ title. 

Businesses and residents have 
come together to create a spectacu¬ 
lar scene on the High Street and in 
its main park and church. 

The area is bidding to go one bet¬ 
ter after taking the silver award 
in the prestigious competition last 
year. 

Mary Sparks, secretary of the 
Friends of Stevens Park in Quarry 
Bank, said: “I think the judges 
were impressed. For the first time 
this year the park is included in 
Quarry Bank in Bloom and we’re 


very pleased about that. Most of the 
shops in the High Street have got 
involved and presented some sort 
of floral display. The church congre¬ 
gation should be very pleased with 
their efforts, it looks beautiful.” 

The judges were also informed 
of plans to revamp the park as part 
of a bid for Heritage Lottery fund¬ 
ing. A community garden and pond 
will be added and the football pitch 
and footpaths resurfaced in a bid to 
make the area more attractive for 
families. The park’s historic White 
House building will be restored and 
the bandstand refurbished as part of 
the project. 



Friends of Stevens Park chairman David Sparks, centre, with judges Paul Ash and Graham Redfern 


Fanfare for a rock 
keyboard legend 

FANS of rock star Keith Emerson can enjoy an evening 
dedicated to the late musician in Birmingham. 

Keith Emerson: A Musical Celebration Of Life will fea¬ 
ture keyboard wizard Rick Wakeman and a symphony 
orchestra at Symphony Hall tomorrow night (Friday). 

The evening will pay tribute to Emerson, a keyboard 
legend himself, as well as the music of the powerhouse 
trio Emerson, Lake and Palmer. 

Emerson first found fame with the band Nice in the 
late 1960s before forming ELP with bassist Greg Lake 
from King Crimson and drummer Carl Palmer from 
Atomic Rooster in 1970. They had several hit albums 
and a hit single with Fanfare For The Common Man. 

Others set to appear include Californian pianist Ra¬ 
chel Flowers, French musician Thierry Eliez and ELP 
tribute act Noddy’s Puncture. See thsh.co.uk for details. 
The event is raising money for Care After Combat. Em¬ 
erson, 71, committed suicide last year in California. 
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Hard choice 
faced over 
jobs or the 
countryside 

SHOULD the green belt be built on to devel¬ 
op new industries which are needed in the 
Black Country over the next 20 years? 

That question’s being asked as it’s revealed that councils 
need to find 300 hectares - or more than 300 rugby pitches 
- of land for industries and businesses in order to boost the 
economy and employment opportunities by 2036. 

A key question of public consultation, launched by the 
Black Country Core Strategy which is run by the councils 


A 

>V 


Councillor Patrick Harley 

60,000. But new plots of 
land need to be found for 
nearly 22,000 properties. 

The original document 
was launched six years ago 
and covers the period up to 
2026. The public consulta¬ 
tion will be on a review of 
the document to take it up 
to 2036. 

Feedback from the con¬ 
sultation will be analysed 
by council bosses before an 
updated version of the plans 
are put out for consultation 
next year. 

Residents are also being 
asked to give their views 
regarding where housing 
should be built, as part of 
the Black Country Core 
Strategy’s public consulta¬ 
tion. 

There is a ‘call for sites’, 
as part of the public consul¬ 
tation, where people can put 
forward areas of land they 
feel may be suitable for de¬ 
velopment. 

The information from the 
consultation will be collated 
and used to produce a pro¬ 
posed review document, 
which will again go out to 
consultation next year. 

People can find out more 
about the consultation and 
take part at blackcountry 
corestrategy.dudley.gov.uk. 

Leaflets will also be avail¬ 
able from libraries across 
the Dudley borough, or they 
can be requested by calling 
(01384) 814136. 


of Dudley, Sandwell, Wal¬ 
sall and Wolverhampton, is 
should any green belt be re¬ 
leased to make up the space? 

This is just an option at 
this stage but the question 
is being asked as part of the 
study. 

The core strategy is a 
planning and regeneration 
proposal for the whole of the 
region. It also looks at where 
homes should be built. 

People living in the Black 
Country are being asked to 
share their views by Sep¬ 
tember 8, when the consul¬ 
tation closes. 

Councillor Patrick Har¬ 
ley, leader of Dudley Coun¬ 
cil, said: “This document 
will shape the Black Coun¬ 
try for a generation and it’s 
absolutely critical that peo¬ 
ple have their say on it. 

Grow 

“Making the most of 
brownfield land is a high 
priority for us and one of 
Dudley Council’s main ob¬ 
jectives in our work with the 
West Midlands Combined 
Authority. However, clearly 
at some point in the coming 
decades we are going to run 
out of these kind of sites 
as our population and our 
economy continues to grow. 

“That’s why we are 
launching a consultation, 
along with the other three 
Black Country authorities, 
to enable people to have 
their say. It’s important 
people tell us what they 
think and we would urge 
them to get in touch.” 

The Black Country Core 
Strategy outlines how many 
homes need to be built and 
how to plan for the number 
of extra jobs needed for a 
growing population. It also 
decides where homes and 
businesses should be lo¬ 
cated. The consultation doc¬ 
ument says nearly 80,000 
homes need to be built in the 
Black Country before 2036. 
It says sites have already 
been earmarked for around 



KING SIZE BEDSTEAD 
Was£549 | SAVE £120 


WARDROBE £499 
BEDSIDE CABINET £139 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


The Summer Sale is now in its final week at Cousins, the 
Midlands' largest and most inspirational furniture stores. 

There are huge reductions throughout all departments, 
sofas, dining and bedroom furniture, beds, carpets, 
homewares and much more. 

Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year. 

No deposit. Then spread the cost interest free. 


(ousins 


BIG 

SAVINGS 

THROUGHOUT 
THE STORE 


Final Week 
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COMPLETE 

THE LOOK 


HUGE RANGE OF 
ACCESSORIES 
IN STORE 


£199 


ON DATTA MIRROR 


Was £329 | SAVE £130 


("ousins 


Established 1985 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 
Birmingham Warwick Road, Tyseley. Bll 2EW. T: 0121 765 3300 
Dudley Hall Street, DY2 8NW. T: 01384 451500 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 


Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £300. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Cash price £324. Interest rate 0% fixed. No Deposit. Pay 
nothing for the first year, then 12 payments of £27 (0% APR Representative) Total amount payable £324 Subject to status. Written details on request. 
Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 
06.08.17. Offer not available on clearance items, web specials or in-store concessions. * See website for further details on our price promise. 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


FREE PARKING 
INSTORE RESTAURANT 

LARGE STOCKS ***** 

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY *eefo 
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16 Lifestyle 


Ever tried 
a vintage 
look in the 
bathroom? 


ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTIBLES 


with John Ridgway of Perry & Phillips 



WE’VE been talking previously about add¬ 
ing some vintage style to various rooms in 
the home but never before about creating 
an old-fashioned look in a bathroom. 

So this week I thought we would do just that 
and see what might be available in the saleroom 
that would be 
appropriate. 

It all depends 
on personal 
choice and 
whether a par¬ 
ticular theme is 
to be adhered 
to - a seaside or 
nautical one, for 
example. 

This is very 
easy to achieve, 
there are many 
vintage items 
that are per¬ 
fect, from little 
painted wooden 
ships to glass 
“witch balls” 

(fisherman’s floats). 

The ocean “blue and white” theme can be added to 
with numerous items, from Cornish ware storage jars to 
framed collections of sea shells. 

A traditional vintage look works in any bathroom, in 
older homes and contemporary ones, with pieces fitting 
in perfectly with the standard modern suites. 

It is lovely to be able to incorporate an old roll-top 
bath but this isn’t always practical as it does tend to 
take up quite a lot of space. 

But the period look can be achieved with a number 
of other items that can easily be picked up at auction. 

Old wooden towel stands (below) are very afforda¬ 
ble, and can be painted 
to fit in with a colour 
scheme if the wood is 
scruffy, and swing mir¬ 
rors look good on a win¬ 
dow-ledge. 

Free-standing mirrors 
are great if you have the 
room and old wash-stand 
sets fit in with any bath¬ 
room design, especially if 
you have a vintage wash- 
stand too. 

Antique perfume bot¬ 
tles look lovely displayed 
on a shelf and you can 
easily pick up old china 
soap dishes. 

Bathroom walls can 
be very much part of the 
style theme, look out for vintage mirrors and framed 
adverts for soap and bath salts (top). 

In terms of storage, vintage steamer trunks would be 
nice for towels and wooden boxes stacked together can 
be used for smaller items. 




• Perry and Phillips hold valuation days, for sale 
items only, every Wednesday from 10am until 4pm. 

• The next Perry and Phillips sale of antiques and 
collectables takes place at the Mill Street saleroom 

in Low Town, Bridgnorth, on Tuesday, August 1. 
Viewing will be during the weekend and on Monday 
and also from 10am on auction day. 

• New sale bidders are advised to attends the sale¬ 
room early on auction day to register and be allo¬ 
cated a bidding number. 

• Perry and Phillips hold sales on the first Tuesday 

of every other month. 


It’s already time to look to the sales for winter 



Mustard yellows with jade blues 


IT’S July and most of us have not yet ven¬ 
tured on our summer holidays but the high 
street clothing stores are preparing for their 
sales, the end of the summer stock lines and 
the integration of the autumn/winter styles. 

Now is the time to buy your beach wear, 
bikinis and pretty sundresses. Even if you 
store them for next year’s good weather 
(hopefully!) it is worth the shopping trip for 
bargains. 

I’ve never been certain that it is right to 
begin the sales before our summers or win¬ 
ters are in full swing and most of us have 
not considered buying our newest wardrobe 
needs. This only creates more difficulties with 
brands selling enough product each season 
and ultimately having to reduce the price and 
affect their margins and profits. Some design¬ 
ers are considering this and showing their col¬ 
lections at varied times in the season. Benefit 
while you can! 

We are in for a glorious autumn winter 
season of colours and trends with delightful 
combinations of colours and prints. Mustard 
yellows, mixed with deep jades and blues, 
sable browns, mahogany and dark terracotta, 


STYLE FOCUS 


I with Janet Timmis 


deep dark country forest greens and olives, 
soft vintage ice cream pinks and burgundies 
and graphite greys. 

Prints have dark backgrounds, influenced 
by oriental and eastern cultures, topped with 
dark midnight florals and eerie wilderness 
prints. Graphic pencil and line drawings, de¬ 
tailed and artistic artwork and graphic bro¬ 
ken florals, computer generated and block 
combinations of colour. In contrast, there 
will be shiny metallics and high-tech fabrics, 
cosmic, smart and sensory textured effects. 

Sharp tailoring with sleek lines and crisp 
shoulders, accentuated waists and clever 
pattern cutting with belts and button detail, 
skirts or trousers, sombre business colours. 

Seventies fine knits and ruffles make a 
comeback, full sleeve gathered floral blouses, 
frilly dresses and deep v necklines, flared 
trouser hems, high waistlines and short fit¬ 



ted jumpers, even collars worn over round 
necklines. 

Soft draping leather, smooth aniline fin¬ 
ishes and chamois softness in dresses, skirts, 
jackets and trousers. Natural colours. 

Dresses are the “order of the day” liquid 
fabrics with fluted hems and smooth shapely 
cuts, body hugging and delicate. 

Coats are continental quilts, oversized and 
roomy, warm and cosy, wadded and quilted 
or fluffy and cuddly furs, designed to feel co¬ 
cooned in comfort. 

A strange time to be considering your win¬ 
ter wardrobe, but at least be prepared for the 
trends that will be on offer and your pref¬ 
erences, there will be something to suit all 
personalities and body shapes. Let’s hope the 
good weather lasts a little longer and winter 
delays it’s entrance but enjoy the excitement 
of a new season and the clothing choices that 
offers, buy early to avoid disappointment or 
wait for the inevitable early sales to enjoy 
your autumn/winter wardrobe. 
www.jflexclusive.com 
www.jflgarmentsolutions.co.uk 
Follow: jfllifeandloves on tumblr 



Some people take out loans to meet the costs of making their wedding day special 


It can all end happily ever after - if you make moves to keep your costs down 


Don't let rising costs ruin 
your big wedding day 



It’s the day when brides are in the spotlight 


BIG bills can ruin your big day 

- here’s how to not let wedding 
costs get the better of you. 

Wedding season is here again, and 
while it’s a happy time for couples 
and their guests, it can also prove very 
costly. 

Here’s how the bills pile up - and how 
you can make clever cutbacks without it 
leading to wedding woes. 

HOW COSTS MOUNT UP 
The average cost of tying the knot is now 
£8,000, according to a survey of married UK 
couples from Nationwide Building Society 

- with 11 per cent splashing out more than 

£ 20 , 000 . 

With big costs to cover, some couples 
could be tempted into debt. Website Mon- 
eySuperMarket recently said it has seen a 
jump in people applying for wedding loans 

- including applications for over £20,000. 
Nationwide also puts the average cost of 

being a wedding guest at around £400 - of 
which roughly £150 is spent on the stag or 
the hen party, and £250 goes towards the 
ceremony itself. 

WHAT’S THE FIRST TO GO? 
Couples looking to cut the cost of their 
wedding may want to consider how those 
who are already married successfully 


Report by Liza Radley 

trimmed their budgets. Nationwide’s sur¬ 
vey found the wedding dress was the most 
likely item to be “downgraded” to save 
money, followed by the number of guests, 
the invitations, the venue and the food. 

Many high street stores now sell wedding 
dresses, or brides on a budget could go for a 
more vintage look by trawling second hand 
and charity shops, or auction websites for 
a bargain. 

When it came to the aspects of the wed¬ 
ding most likely to be ditched altogether, 
canapes came out on top, followed by fa¬ 
vours, cars, suit hire and a paid-for bar. 

Perhaps for some people, having home¬ 
made canapes with a personal touch, rather 
than ditching them altogether, and swap¬ 
ping champagne for cheaper forms of bub¬ 
bly, could be a compromise. 

WHAT IF YOU CAN’T AVOID 
GOING INTO DEBT? 

If you can’t see any way of avoiding get¬ 
ting into debt, at the very least it’s impor¬ 
tant to compare loans to get the best deal. 

Kevin Pratt, a consumer affairs expert 
at MoneySuperMarket, says: “As with any 
borrowing, it’s also wise to set a schedule 
following the wedding to make sure you can 
repay it in good time.” 


COUPLES TRY TO KEEP 
GUESTS’ COSTS DOWN 

While trying to keep a tight rein on their 
own budgets, nearly two-thirds (63 per 
cent) of brides and grooms actively consider 
how to reduce costs for guests, according to 
research from American Express. It found 
the top three ways brides and grooms try to 
reduce costs are: choosing a venue within a 
close distance to family and friends to re¬ 
duce travel costs, selecting a stag or hen do 
that won’t be too pricey, and asking guests 
not to buy gifts. 

HOW THE COSTS FOR GUESTS 
CAN BE EASED FURTHER 

Here are some tips from American Ex¬ 
press for couples planning a cost-conscious 
wedding for their guests: 

:: Alert international guests early. Once 
you know the date, ensure any guests flying 
in to attend the wedding know as early as 
possible, so they can secure the best travel 
deals. 

:: Negotiate room deals. Many accommo¬ 
dation providers will provide a discount on 
rooms if you make a block booking. 

:: Consider the venue carefully. If you 
don’t want your guests to break the bank, 
look at the price of drinks your venue is 
providing to ensure there are some budget- 
friendly options. 






































every carpet 

fitted FREE 


£299 


BARONESS MEMORY 
46" DOUBLE MATTRESS 
& BASE SET 

Memory foam layer gives 
an ultimate comfort sleep 
system that reduces pressure 
points on the body, for a 
better night’s sleep. 


NO DEPOSIT 
UP TO 4 YEARS 
0% INTEREST 
FREE CREDIT' 


FOR THE EQUIVALENT OF 


£9 


.62 


PER WEEK 


tt 


STRIPES » 
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UniTed 

CARPETS 


WOODFLOOR 


132 Wellington Rd, Dudley, West Mids, 

DY1 1UB Telephone 01384 259966 

www.unitedcarpetsandbeds.com or call Free on 0800 344 442 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Thur late night 8am-8pm, Sun 10am-4pm 


O# 


SHOP: IN STORE/ONLINE/MOBILE 


dTRUSTPiLOTnnnnn 


ttNot payable weekly. Unterest free credit available up to 4 years, payable monthly. Based on £2,000 total spend then 48 monthly payments of £41.67, Equivalent to £9.62 Per 
week. Products subject to availability. *Free fitting applies when you buy the equivalent size of our Airstep or Treadmore underlay. Stair surcharge applies. Free fitting offer does 
not apply to laminate wood or vinyl flooring. Stocks vary from store to store. Colours in photos may vary slightly due to print quality. United Carpets accept no responsibility for 
printing errors. tUnited Carpets Woodfloor and Beds acts as a credit broker and only offers credit products for Secure Trust Bank PLC trading as VI2 Retail Finance Ltd, all Credit 
is provided by external finance companies as determined by United Carpets Woodfloor and Beds. Minimum order applies. ^Trustpilot review was correct at time of printing. 
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FreeAds 


IT'S 
IT'S 

‘Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250, simply fill out the 

ADVERT DETAILS - (ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL) 








































Name: 

Adc 

Jress: 



Postcode: Tel No: 

Please send to: ClassifiedAds, Express & Star, 51-53 Queen St, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES. 

IT’S ABSOLUTELY FREE 

‘Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. Limited time only 

Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum 


i X°sr Local Classified Ads 1 


FREE 

EASY 




Doors & Windows Ltd 
fetel:01902 842706 / 07759 536818 
lw.wjiAf- candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
BEmail: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 


French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 


ru 


1 


1 

Prices start L 


from £60 a bay 

Includes: 

• Heavy duty 
'fenceypanel "" 

• Gravel board and 
Concrete post 



EmGDoMinzffiiznns 


07871 793 677 



Brier Fair gets them 
dancing in the streets 



Natasha Zackarzewski and Jack Lowe re-enact Dirty Dancing in the indoor market at Brierley Hill during the Brier Fair 


THOUSANDS visited a high 
street fair as part of the Black 
Country Festival celebra¬ 
tions. 

Brierley Hill’s High Street was 
hosting the Brier Fair. 

The day’s festivities, which took 
place on Saturday between 11am and 
4pm, included fairground rides and 
lots of stalls and street entertainment. 

Organiser Steve Edwards, chairman 
of the Black Country Festival, said 
thousands had descended on the town 
centre for the event. 

He added: “It went really really well, 


it was ram-packed. It exceeded all our 
expectations. 

“We had fairground rides, water 
boat rides for the kids and lots of stalls 
put on by people in the local commu¬ 
nity selling their local wares. The mar¬ 
ket was also buzzing. 

“It was the first time the Black 
Country Festival has had an event 
on Brierley Hill High Street. It was 
organised by the festival in conjunc¬ 
tion with Dudley Council. This was all 
about bringing the town back to life 
and allow the High Street to flourish. 
It was attended by the local commu¬ 
nity and run by the local community.” 


Asked about this year’s Black Coun¬ 
try Festival was going, Mr Edwards 
said: “This year has been the best year 
ever. We are seeing great attendances 
at all our events and it just seems to be 
getting better and better.” 

Floating 

Meanwhile, there will be more fun 
in Brierley Hill this weekend when the 
‘floating market’ returns. 

The Merry Hill Floating Market 
will run along the canal embankment 
between Greens Bridge and Daniels 
Land Bailey Bridge from tomorrow 
(Friday) to next Monday. 


Police seeking axeman 


THIS man, pictured right, was being sought 
by police after allegedly attacking a reveller 
with an axe on Stourbridge High Street. 

The suspect’s photo was taken in a pub 
shortly before a fight broke out outside. 

Police officers investigating the incident 
say that the suspect left the premises and 
then returned armed with an axe, before 
attacking someone with the weapon. The 
victim’s injuries were not known. 

West Midlands Police said the suspect was 
spotted running along Stourbridge High 
Street with an axe as revellers left local 
pubs. 


The force said that it had recovered the 
axe following the violence, which happened 
at around 12.50am on April 23. 

Anyone with further information on the 
violent incident, or who knows the iden¬ 
tity of the man in the picture, is urged 
to call police officers on the non-emer¬ 
gency 101 number, quoting crime number 
20DY/106326C/17. 

Information can also be left anonymously 
by calling the Crimestoppers charity on 
0800 555111 or searching for the crimestop- 
pers-uk.org website. Man sought by police 



Liam is first winner in tribute to Joseph 



Guitarist Liam Cook with Joseph Tennant’s parents, Claire and Paul, and Gill Coldicott, head of Stourbridge College 


A YOUNG musician has become the first winner of a col¬ 
lege award launched in memory of a former student. 

Stourbridge College student Liam Cook was presented 
with the Joseph Tennant Award for outstanding achieve¬ 
ment. The 18-year-old guitarist was chosen after making 
exceptional progress on his music performance course. 
Liam, who plans to continue his studies at university, 


hopes of achieving his dream of working in the music in¬ 
dustry. He, said: “I’ve been playing guitar since I was nine. 
It’s a huge honour to win this award” 

The Joseph Tennant Award was set up this year in mem¬ 
ory of the Stourbridge College music student killed in a car 
accident in Bristol four months after completing his course 
in November 2015. 









































































Sex pest 
loses his 
sentence 
appeal 

A RUGBY fan from Stourbridge who repeat¬ 
edly exposed himself when apparently ap¬ 
proaching female pedestrians for directions 
in a Welsh seaside town has failed to have 
his sentence reduced. 

Jeremy Mark Randon, of Heather Drive, Stour¬ 


bridge, spread panic 
among passers-by while 
prowling around in his 
car in the Welsh seaside 
town of Tywyn in Octo¬ 
ber 2015. 

Among those the 41-year- 
old exposed himself to was a 
14-year-old girl. 

The South African-born 
rugby fan, who had just 
watched his team play in 
the Rugby World Cup, had 
been drinking and ‘was de¬ 
pressed’, the court heard. 

He had approached five 
females in total, all while 
‘naked from the waist 
down’, London’s Appeal 
Court heard. 

Randon had been handed 
a three-year community 
order at Mold Crown Court 
in December 2015. He had 
admitted four counts of ex¬ 
posure and engaging in sex- 


By Doug Wootton 

ual activity in the presence 
of a child. He was sentenced 
for drink-driving, being 
banned from the road for a 
year and ordered to sign on 
the sex offenders’ register 
for five years. 

A 16-year-old girl de¬ 
scribed how Randon 
emerged from his car, naked 
below the waist and touch¬ 
ing himself in an intimate 
place while talking to her. 

Randon’s case reached the 
Appeal Court as he had chal¬ 
lenged his sentence, claim¬ 
ing it was far too harsh. 

But Judge Deborah Taylor 
QC said: “This application is 
wholly without merit.” The 
judge, sitting with Lord Jus¬ 
tice Treacy and Mrs Justice 
Russell, concluded: “This 
application is refused.” 


Pensioner is rescued 
after car hits post box 



The crash in Hagley Road, Stourbridge 
Picture: West Midlands Police 

A PENSIONER was taken to hospital when his car ended 
up on its side after smashing into a post box in Stourbridge 
on Sunday. 

The accident happened on the busy Hagley Road in 
Stourbridge at around 2pm. 

Firefighters used a ladder to get the driver, a man in his 
70s, out of the Hyundai, which suffered significant damage. 
He was taken to Russells Hall Hospital with minor injuries. 

The red post box was knocked onto its side, with the im¬ 
pact forcing its lid to come off. The car also hit a street sign 
and a bollard before coming to rest on its side. 

Hagley Road was closed while firefighters worked to get 
the man out of the car. West Midlands Fire Service spokes¬ 
man Matthew Smith said: “The incident involved one car 
on its side after a collision with a post box and street fur¬ 
niture. One male was removed from the vehicle. He was 
transferred to hospital by ambulance.” 


USE YOUR LOFT! 
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Bison 1 

Loft Ladders \ 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

V carpets and wooden floors. 
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: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftirstairscompany 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 3891281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


Whole Fresh English 
Beef Fillets 

Cut and packed £6.99lb £15.42 kilo 


Boneless pork loins r/less or r/on. £1.99lb £4.39 per kilo 

Small boneless pork legs. £1.58lb £3.49 per kilo 

Whole pork shoulderrs ie pulled pork. £1.39lb £3.07 per kilo 

51b packs short back Bacon. £8.99 

51b packs smoked short back Bacon. £9.99 

Whole horse shoe gammons - Danish. £1.99lb £4.39 per kilo 

111b Chicken Fillets - 

Additive Free. £22.00 packed in 2s 

Extra lean diced beef no fat. £3.48lb £7.68 per kilo 

20 boneless, skinless 

Cod Fillets. £29.50 per box 

51b Fresh Rump Steaks. £4.99lb £11.00 per kilo 

51b Fresh Sirloin Steak. £8.99lb £19.82 per kilo 


51b Fresh Ribeye Steaks... 


...£8>99lb £19.82 per kilo 


Hormone free, Black Angus Grain Fed 

Beef roasting joints. £2.99 aprox 11-14IP £6.60 per kilo 

Hormone Free Grain Fed - 

Salmon Cuts of Beef. £3.60lb Approx 51b £7.94 per kilo 

Fresh English Spring Lamb Legs. £3.59lb £7.92 per kilo 

Spring Lamb Leg Steaks. £5.99lb £13.21 per kilo 

Spring Lamb Shoulders. £2.99lb £6.60 per kilo 

Homemade Pork Sausage 

Pork & Leek, Pork & Red Onion, 

Pork & Stilton, Pork & Jalapeno 
80% Low Fat Pork Sausage 
100% Beef Burgers 
100% Minted Lamb Burgers 


BBQ Pack 


4 Sirloin Steaks 
4 Beef Burgers 
4 Pork Steaks 
6 Pork Sausages 
4 Chicken Legs 




172-176 High Street, Quarry Bank 

« 01384 633648 


ONE OF THE LARGEST 
STOCKISTS OF CARPET 
IN THE COUNTRY 

Over 200 Part Rolls 


At STD we have the best fitters and 
we are NEVER undercut on price 


SALE NOW 

ON 




ES * 



Was 

Now1 


sq yd 

sq yd 

Apollo. 

.£9.95.... 

.£7.95 

Majesty bleach deanable. 

....£13.95.... 

.£9.95 

Sensations Heathers. 

....£16.95.... 

....£12.95 

Waterproof bathroom carpet 

....£18.95.... 

.£8.36 

Contract wilton. 

....£18.95.... 

.£8.95 


Plus many more great offers 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
9.00 to 5.30; 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00; 
Closed Wednesdays 


mm 

I All end rolls with 
this voucher 



Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00 Closed Wednesdays 
Church Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3PT 


BRIERLEY HILL 


01384 76448 

www.stdcarpets.com 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 



I 


THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
I getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 



Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
Showroom also at 
39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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reat Day 

Out 




Be beside the 
sea in Blackpool 



Visit Nickelodeon Land at the Pleasure Beach 


And if you fancy a trip up north, then what better 
place to be than by the seaside and visiting than 
Blackpool Pleasure Beach? 

The 42-acre site is perfect for a fun-packed day trip 
out and its Nickelodeon Land has 12 rides you can 
venture onto and have a great time. 

This year, PAW Patrol members Chase and 
Marshall will be out and about with Nickelodeon 
Land’s Skye. 

The gang will be out to meet and greet guests on 
the Nickelodeon Land stage. 

Rides will open at 10am and the earliest ride 
normally closes at about 5pm. 

You can buy Unlimited Ride Wristbands from at 
least £18 for children when they’re booked 10 days 
or more in advance for an off-peak day. 

If they’re booked later, the prices will increase. 

Adult wristbands apply for children aged 12 and 
over and junior wristbands are used for children 
younger than that. 

Height restrictions do apply but the wristbands 
allow unlimited access to the rides. 

For more information visit www. 
blackpoolpleasurebeach.com/prices 


Meet Peppa Pig 
at theme park 



Meet Peppa Pig at Paultons Park 


If you’re visiting the south coast and have small 
children, the best place for a day out with them 
could be Paultons Park, near Romsey. 

It is one of the UK’s highest rated theme parks and 
it is the only one in the country to have received the 
Travellers’ Choice Award from TripAdvisor for two 
years in a row. 

The theme park has benefited from the launch of 
the Jurassic-themed attraction, Lost Kingdom. 

Amongst the attractions, Peppa Pig World 
has seven rides and kids can enjoy indoor fun 
at George’s Spaceship Playzone. Those rides 
include Peppa’s Big Balloon Ride and Miss Rabbit’s 
Helicopter Flight. 

Families can also book Peppa’s Early Play 
and Ride Pass. They are available on selected 
dates and you must pre-book, but they give you 
the opportunity to meet Peppa Pig and George 
personally between 9am and 10am. Normally the 
park opens at 10am and closes at 5.30pm. 

Visit www.paultonspark.co.uk/attractions/peppa- 
pig-world/ 


Summer full of fun in store 
for thrillseekers of all ages 


Thomas Land at Drayton Manor Park features a whole host of rides for the youngsters based on the popular TV series 



Plenty to see and do at West Midland Safari Park Younger guests can visit The Furchester Hotel at Alton Towers 


Alton Towers boasts a host of rollercoasters for daredevils Legoland Windsor is a great day out if you don’t mind travelling 


Take advantage of the great summer 
weather with a trip to one of the region’s 
several leisure parks. 

One of the country’s most popular, Alton 
Towers, boasts rides suitable for all ages 
and it was visited by nearly two million 
people last year. 

Younger visitors can take their parents to 
the park’s new live and interactive show at 
The Furchester Hotel. 

Join favourites Phoebe, Funella, Furgus, 
Elmo and Cookie Monster and make your 
way through the hotel’s famous revolving 
doors before you’re welcome with furry arms 
into the hotel. 

The show will see the hotel prepare for the 
exciting arrival of Chick Swagger and you’ll 
be able to sing and dance along to the rock- 
a-doodle do hit, Tail Feather Shake. 

If that’s not for you, then there’s also a 
chance to join Kyan, Xuli, Lars and Foz to 
go on a Go Jetters global adventure and 
join other little thrill seekers fly around the 
world in a Vroomster. They’ll launch from 
the Jetpad to help to find the Grandmaster 
Glitch. 

Postman Pat’s Parcel Post ride will also 
give kids the chance to take control of his 
van on his delivery route through Greendale. 

Pick up the right parcels to deliver to 
Greendale’s favourite residents as they drive 
along. 

More thrill-seeking theme park fans will be 
able to enjoy white knuckle rides including 
Galactica, Nemesis, Oblivion, Rita, The 
SmilerorThe Blade. 

Galactica is still there to thrill, just over a 
year since it was rebranded and modified, 
having formerly been the theme park 
favourite Air. You will ride along it for 840 
metres and reach a top speed of 47mph. 

Exhilaration 

It features an 840-metre-long (2,760 ft) 
track, reaches a top speed of 75 km/h (47 
mph), and debuted a dedicated virtual reality 
experience. 

Astronaut Chris Hadfield said earlier this 
year about his time on Galactica: “Having 
seen this for real, it certainly makes the 
exhilaration of space travel possible for 
people that would never otherwise get to see 
such amazing sights.” 

There is still a great variety of rides to go 
on at Drayton Manor - ranging from family 
rides, including its 4D cinema, its big wheel 
and its carousel, to its thrill rides including 
the favourite Apocalypse and the newer ride 
Accelerator. Drayton Manor promises that 
children on their first-ever rollercoaster will 
be thrilled by going on it, along with other 
more experienced riders. 

The coaster begins with a big drop 
before everyone on board speeds around 
the twisting track at high speed. Seconds 
later, you do the whole ride again - but 
backwards. 

Its Air Race ride will also leave your head 
spinning. Climb into the ride’s plane and 
take off for a mind-bending journey through 
the skies. 

But it’s a bit of a scary ride - you’ll be 
turned 360 degrees, swung upside down 
and towards the ground. 

If that’s not your kind of thing, then its zoo 
and a visit to the kids’ Thomas Land may be 
in order. 

And the one of the best safari parks in the 
country will also be visited by thousands of 
people over the next few months. 

West Midlands Safari Park is home to a 
herd of southern white rhinos, which is one 
of its most popular sights. 

That is not to mention the zebras, the 
prized Ankole cattle, ellipsen waterbuck, 
ostriches and the eland, which is the largest 
of all antelope species. You can also see 
the giant Asian water buffalo and the other 
smaller ones including the tiny blackbuck. 

The world’s rarest deer is also there, along 
with the endangered barasingha and the 
armoured greater one-horned rhino. 

If you don’t mind going a little further afield, 


you could take a trip to Legoland Windsor. 

The country’s first ever 4D, hand-gesture 
enabled ride was launched just last month 
and lets people on it experience a new world 
of ninjas. 

People go through the stages of Zane’s 
Temple Build, Kai’s Spinners and Cole’s 
Rock Climb. Then once tackling the activities 
and practising their Spinjitzu skills, guests 
are prepared to enjoy the ride. 

The ride uses heat, smoke and wind 
along with hand gestures and you’ll be able 
to throw fire balls, shock waves, ice and 
lightning using just their hands. 


Up to four people can sit in each ride 
and their ninja skills will be scored battling 
against snake tribes, skeleton ghosts 
and the King of the Skulkuns. By the end 
visitors will face The Great Devourer - a 
giant serpent who can only be defeated by 
working together and demonstrating the 
best Spinjitzu moves. 

More than 20 Lego models can be found 
in Ninjago World including two five-foot 
guardian dragons built from nearly 78,000 
bricks protecting the entrance, a model of 
Master Wu and the LEGO NINJAGO heroes 
themselves. 


The first people to be allowed to go on the 
ride included celebrities such as the Oscar- 
nominated actress Rosamund Pike, panel 
show regular Romesh Ranganathan and 
Liberty X singer, Michelle Heaton. 

The new Legoland Discovery Centre in 
Birmingham will be open by next year. The 
attraction will be open in the Barclaycard 
Arena and will be aimed at children who are 
between three and 10. It will include themed 
play areas, interactive rides, party rooms 
for birthdays, a 4D cinema and the popular 
Miniland area found in every Legoland 
Discovery Centre and LEGOLAND theme 






























Stay independent with help 
to get your home adapted 



Anyone who is struggling should ask for help from the adaptations service 


Commercial feature 

Dudley Council is offering help 
to Dudley borough residents who 
need to adapt their homes to 
better meet their needs. 

Anyone who is struggling with daily 
life in their home can ask for help. If a 
member of the household of any age 
is having difficulties bathing, getting 
upstairs, even getting into the home, 
help is on offer to adapt the property to 
better meet these needs. 

Dudley Home Improvement Service, 
part of Dudley Council, offers the 
adaptations package. Grants are 
available to pay for adaptations, along 
with an adaptations package of advice 
and practical support. This consists of 
an expert recommendation, support to 
design and build the adaptation from 
technical officers and council approved 
builders. All work is overseen by the 
council, so there is no hassle and no 
stress to people. 

Home adaptations for independence 
are available to people who own 
their own homes or are private rental 
tenants. Council tenants can already 
request adaptations to their homes 
through the council. The aim is to 
help people stay independent in their 
homes. Typical adaptations include 
handrails, stair rails, ramps, level 
access showers, stair lifts, through- 
the-floor lifts, even home extensions 
to provide extra sleeping or bathing 
facilities. 

An initial assessment by an 
occupational therapist will take 
place and this will establish the 
type of adaptation needed to suit a 


person’s needs and to help them stay 
independent and safe in their home. 

The service offers adaptations to 
people of any age. Full grant funding 
is always provided for adaptations 
needed for children under 18. 

Alan Lunt, Dudley Council’s strategic 
director of place said: “Anyone who 
is finding it difficult to manage in 
their home, or has a member of their 


household who is struggling should 
ask for help from the adaptations 
service. Lots of support is on offer, 
along with grant funding to pay for 
home adaptations for many people. 
It’s all about keeping people safe 
and independent in their homes and 
making life more liveable.” 

Contact Dudley Home Improvement 
Service on 0300 555 0055. 



LUXURY 

MAKEOVER 


Remove Existing Suite 
Replaster where needed 
Supply Walk in Cubicle 
Grab Rails, Shower Seat 
Thermostatic Shower 
All fitted & Tiled 
All Rubbish removed 


Remove Existing Suite 
Replaster where needed 
Supply & Fit Luxury Suite 
(inc. Vanity Unit) 

Wall Tiles to Ceiling 
(upto 18sqm) 

All Rubbish removed 


ONLY £1995 I ONLY £2995 


bathrooms 


Including VAT 


Including VAT 


- DISPLAY DEALERS IN - 


V J Utopia • Roper Rhodes • Roca • Marflow 

quality installations Burlington • Lakes and more 

NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED [ free NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

FULL PAYMENT ON COMPLETION '--- 

Est 35 Years 


SPECIALISTS IN NEW BATHROOMS 


► Design & Planning 

► Fully Fitted Service 
* Plumbing 

► Electrical Work 


• Plastering 

• Tiling 

• 7 Days Start to Finish 

• All Work Guaranteed 


Established 35 Years 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM INSIDE 


SEE 


MON - FRI 8.00am - 6.00pm SAT 8.00am - 5.30pm 

SUN 10.00am - 4.00pm Bank Holiday - 10.00am - 5.00pm 


7 Millfields Road Bilston WV14 OQJ 

Tel: 01902 401020 
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Make your home work for you! / 

Home adaptations for independence 


Struggling in your home? Are you or a member of the family having difficulties bathing, 
getting upstairs, or even getting into your home? 



If you are a homeowner or private rental tenant and need 
assistance with adapting your property to better meet the 
needs of a member of your household, we can help. 

Dudley Council offers grants to pay for adaptations* 
uses reputable, approved tradespeople and can 
arrange all works for you. 

*Dependant on criteria 


Level access showers 
Door widening ^ 
Stairlifts 
Ram ps ( 
Extensions ^^8 


Dudley 


DUDLEY 
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reat Days' 

Out 



Zip wire thrill for 
adrenaline fans 



Take on the longest Zip Wire in Europe 

If you watch one of Zip World’s online videos, 
you’re likely to be either repelled or enthralled by the 
prospect of undertaking one of their challenges. 

Take some time at the Penrhyn Slate Quarry, near 
Bethesda in North Wales, and have a go on Zip 
World Velocity. 

It’s the fastest of its kind in the world and the 
longest in Europe so if you’re up for a personal 
challenge, this could well be one. You’ll be able to 
enjoy the view of other adrenaline-seeking zippers 
and/or take a trip on one of Zip World’s trucks. 

You’ll be zipping over what was once the world’s 
largest working slate quarry. Its pit is over 1.5 
kilometres long and it is 370 metres deep. At its 
height its owners employed nearly 3,000 staff; it’s 
still Britain’s largest but now it employs about 200 
people. Since then it’s been superseded by other 
quarries in China, Spain and the United States. 

If that’s a bit daunting, visit the spectacular Conwy 
Valley and Zip World’s Fforest complex. 

It’s an idyllic woodland and visitors can enjoy a 
journey through the canopy of trees on a Zip Safari 
or bounce around in the Treetop Nets area. 

And after all that adventure, why not relax, re fuel 
and watch the action from Zip World Fforest Caffi? 

White water fun 
on raging rapids 



Take on the rapids for yourselves this summer 


Experience the thrill of real white water rafting on 
a true Welsh mountain river at the National White 
Water Centre! 

Set on the River Tryweryn in the unspoilt natural 
environment of South Snowdonia, the centre was 
the first rafting venue in the UK and remains its most 
popular; dam-controlled river levels mean the same 
raging rapids all year round - perfect for summer 
rafting! 

Take on the rapids for yourselves this summer 
with a range of exciting white water activities ideal 
for action-packed birthday parties and special 
occasions, group outings or family days out. 

The centre caters for all ages from 10 years old, no 
experience is necessary but a sense of adventure 
essential! 




Take aim on the firing range to see who is the best shot in your group Have a go on a quad bike - youngsters are welcome too 

Make time for an adventure 
at outdoor activity centres 



Thrillseekers can have a go on a zip wire at many of the activity centres across the region 


For some people, the summer is an 
opportunity to take on activities you might 
not be able to have done earlier in the 
year. 

Why not take advantage of that and have 
some fun at The Edge Adventure Activity 
Centre in Much Wenlock? 

It caters for a massive range of activities. 
You can see how you get on riding on a 
Segway, which is quickly becoming the 
world’s fastest growing adventure hobby. 

Once you have mastered how to balance, 
you will be zooming around The Edge’s 
purpose-designed course in the Shropshire 
countryside. 

It is an eco-friendly way of travelling around 
and is fun too. 

The Edge warns that it ‘might be 
unnerving’ at first but that after that initial 
worry it really is for everyone: all you have 
to do is lean forward to drive and lean back 
to slow down or stop. It is a thrill no one will 
forget. 

The Edge runs a fleet of seven Segways, 
which means you’ll be able to enjoy taking 
them out for a spin with your friends or 
colleagues if you want to book them 
together. 

Skill 

But be aware if you’re thinking of taking 
the kids along, that you must be at least 10 
years old to ride a Segway. 

If that’s not your bag, try your hand at clay 
pigeon shooting. The range is based in 
open fields and it will test your skill, patience 
and accuracy against other people in your 
group. 

You might be a little worried about the 
impact of the noise of the weapons or the 
recoil you might suffer from them. There’s 
no need to be. The guns are designed to 
reduce any impact that might impact on the 
shooters. They’re also fitted by silencers 
which reduce the noise from the fire arms. 

If you choose The Edge, you’ll be given 
fully qualified instructors, who will guide you 
along the activity. 

Find out whether you’ve got a great shot 
by trying that out - or taking a risk on the 
sniper pellet range. You’ll take a few practice 
shots then you’ll be given the task of trying 
to shoot down a series of mechanical sensor 
targets. 

The Edge has an Olympic digital timer 
system which starts when the shooter hits 
the first target and doesn’t finish until the 
last target has been shot down. The system 
allows accurate competition between group 


members and you’ll use 10-pellet magazines 
in a high-powered BSA weapon, which will 
deliver accurate results. 

For more information on The Edge 
and any other activities it offers, visit 
ww.theedgeadventure.co.uk 

Alternatively, if you want to spend more 
time outside, get yourselves down to Go 
Ape! in Cannock Chase. 

Set in the smallest Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty in the country, the 
Staffordshire site has the longest combined 
length of crossings of any Go Ape! course 
in the country. It measures 1,500 metres 
in tree-to-tree crossings and is a physical 
course. 

You can take two to three hours in the 
trees and take on zip wires, Tarzan swings, 
rope ladders and a number of obstacles and 
crossings, which is something for the whole 
family. 

If that’s not too close to you, you can go 
to other courses across the Midlands. They 


include other courses in the Wyre Forest 
in Worcestershire, Buxton in Derbyshire, 
Sherwood in Nottinghamshire and the 
Forest of Dean in Gloucestershire. 

If you don’t mind going further afield then 
you could take a trip on the Crocky Trail, 
near Chester. The people at the trail are 
always keen for families or friends to drop 
down there for a few hours. 

Challenges 

There are a number of rides and the trail 
and challenges mean it is the perfect way for 
families to have some quality family time and 
exercise too. 

The adventure is a mile long and you will 
run along the trail scrambling through trees, 
crooked bridges and over the fast-flowing 
Crocky stream. 

And there’s also, a bit closer to home 
perhaps, another option if you fancy visiting 
Oakerwood Leisure, near Leominster in 
Herefordshire. The centre is set in 175 acres 


of woodland and is also home to two lakes. 
But if you’re doing activities, each one is 
based in its own exclusive area so you’ll not 
be caught up in crowds. 

And the centre has been running for 27 
years, which means it says it really knows 
what people want and need when they go 
out to have a fun day out. 

If you want to stay for a little bit longer, then 
you can make the most of a stay by taking 
a place in its Glamping Villages, which are 
set in secluded spots overlooking Welsh 
mountains. They’re designed to give a feel 
of nature without taking away too many 
luxuries you’d enjoy if you were at home. 

Oakerwood Leisure says they’re perfect for 
stag or hens weekends, corporate camps, 
sports tours and families. They have electric 
lighting and heaters to ensure you’re cosy in 
the winter months. 

Each pod sleep up to eight people in bunk 
beds so all you need to bring are sleeping 
bags, duvets and pillows. 





























Do you know someone 
who deserves recognition? 

Then tell us! Go to: 
starthankyou.expressandstar.co.uk 

Express & Star 


Man ran in 
front of 
coach to 
Mil himself 

A FOOTBALL coach took his own life after 
running in front of a coach carrying children 
on the M5 at Great Barr, an inquest heard. 

Nicholas Mowl, aged 41, had been troubled by a mystery 
trauma, believed to be related to his health. The week be¬ 
fore his death, the retired semi-professional footballer had 
been due to return to Australia to work, but failed to make 
the flight, saying he was ill. 


The coach, which had 
taken pupils to Grove Pri¬ 
mary in Handsworth, Bir¬ 
mingham, after a day at 
Kingsbury Water Park on 
May 16, had been diverted 
due to the closure of the 
Aston Expressway following 
the discovery of an unex¬ 
ploded Second World War 
bomb nearby. 

Driver Gurdip Bagree, of 
Broadway West, Walsall, 
described seeing a black 
Vauxhall Insignia pull on to 
the hard shoulder and park 
abruptly before the driver 
jumped out about two coach 
lengths away from the At¬ 
tain Travel coach. 

Mr Bagree told the hear¬ 
ing: “Alarm bells did start 
ringing. The driver looked 
back and made eye contact, 
then he ran in front of my 


By Marion Brennan 

vehicle. It was so sudden, I 
had no chance to react.” 

Pc Stuart Thorpe, who in¬ 
vestigated the incident, said 
the Vauxhall’s engine was 
still running when police 
got to the scene. The coach’s 
windscreen was smashed, 
but no-one onboard had 
been hurt. A post mortem 
showed Mr Mowl, from Soli¬ 
hull, who worked for sports 
agency Omnisports, died 
from multiple injuries. 

According to his parents, 
who did not attend, Mr 
Mowl had alluded to ‘some¬ 
thing that had happened in 
his life’, possibly the diagno¬ 
sis of a terminal illness, said 
Pc Thorpe. Black Country 
coroner Zafar Siddique 
concluded that Mr Mowl’s 
death was due to suicide. 


Former international athlete and long-distance runner 
Brendan Foster, backing the Commonwealth Games bid 

FORMER Commonwealth Games 10,000 metres gold med¬ 
allist Brendan Foster has joined the Birmingham 2022 bid 
team, which is trying to bring the event to the city. 

He also won an Olympic bronze and two other Com¬ 
monwealth Games medals in his athletics career and was 
founder of the Great Run Company, which manages Great 
Birmingham Run, Great Birmingham 10k and Birming¬ 
ham International Marathon. 

He will soon be retiring from the BBC Sport commentary 
team after this summer’s London IAAF World Champion¬ 
ship. 

“Birmingham is an ambitious, vibrant city with a great 
sporting heritage and I believe the ideal location to host 
such a prestigious global event. Our company has a strong 
relationship with Birmingham through organising Great 
Run events in recent years and in October we’ll be staging 
the first marathon in the city for 28 years,” he said. 


ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM ® 

Ashwood Nurseries, Ashwood Lower Lane, Kingswinford, DY6 OAE Tel: 01384 401996 
Open Mondays to Saturdays 8.30am - 5:30pm & Sundays 9am - 5:30pm 


ASHWOOD NURSERIES 

NURSERY | TEA ROOM | GIFT SHOP I MAIL ORDER 






wCm 


T iri ili 'Give Wildlife a Home' 

1** to 31 st August 

Don't miss our special everrts A Instore promotions throughout 
August aened at families gardeners & w Id life conservationists 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 

Sunday 13 th August 9am-1 lam 
BIRD RMGING a FREE activity for all the family 

A chance to get up close to familiar garden birds 

Sunday 20 th August 1Qam-4pm 
VISIT THE WILDLIFE MEADOW 

during John's Garden Charity Open Day for the MGS 

Entrance: £5.00 (garden and meadowl Children free 

Sunday 20th August 9am-12r>oon 
MOTH MORNING a FREE activity for all the famtfy 
iMm about the tacinar world of mocht 
Full event tfefavft are available on out m»t>*Ve 


Come and vttrf us we st* 
tffuated f\r\t off the A449, 

I mile wMirh of Waff Heart* 

- Beautifii Plants A Nursery 

- Garden Shop 

- Gift shop 
-Tea Room 

(Opto 945am - 445pm daily) 

- Outdoor Children's Ploy 


Foster joins Brum 
2022 bid team 
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Firm fan - Jim Davidson 1 

with Keith Emerson 
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Jim's musical celebration for 
an old friend will raise charity 

A 

#Y 


s a schoolboy, Jim 
Davidson developed a skill 
that few of his classmates 
had. It wasn’t for maths, 
English or science. It was 
Jor truancy. 

While the other kids were swatting up, Jim worked at a 
local hairdressers, where he’d brush the floor and listen 
to reggae. Another band caught his ear. They were called 
The Nice. “I loved them,” he says. 

His affection was short-lived as The Nice split up a 
year later. But their keyboardist, Keith Emerson, formed 
a new band - Emerson Lake and Palmer - and Jim fell 
in love again. “I was a fanatic,” he says. “And I mean 
that. I was an absolute fanatic. When I worked for Radio 
Rentals, I used to drive round to their place in Fulham and 
go through the bins to find bits of paraphernalia. I used 
to phone them up just in case Keith was there and he 
answered the phone.” 

When Jim became famous, he hung out with Page 3 
Girls at Tramp Nightclub. One night, a bloke walked in 
and tapped him on the shoulder. “He said ‘I understand 
you’re a fan of my band’.” It was Keith Emerson. And so 
began a lifelong friendship. 

“I couldn’t speak to him at first,” says Jim. “I just sat 
there, starstruck. Then I went outside and sat in my car. 
Keith came out and found me and told me to come back 
inside.” 

The two hung out, Keith staying at Jim’s gaffe and Jim 
staying at Keith’s. “I’d be in his dressing room before big 
shows in America. It was just great. When he died - he 
took his own life with a gun - his girlfriend called me first. 
The police had just come and taken him away. And the 
person she called was the guy who used to go through 
his bins. I must have meant so much to him.” 

Jim will pay an affectionate tribute to Keith at 
Birmingham’s Symphony Hall tomorrow (Friday), in an 
event that will raise thousands of pounds for ex-soldiers. 
Keith Emerson - A Musical Celebration Of His Life, will 
feature his one-time rival and friend, Rick Wakeman, 
alongside a vast orchestra and other special guests. 

Jim says: “In 1978, ELP were going to play in Montreal 
with a 60-piece orchestra. I called my manager and told 
him I was going to go. He told me not to but I said I was 
going. And then I got offered a TV series by Thames 



Television so 
my fanaticism 

went out the window and I ended 
up missing the gig. So this night 
at Birmingham brings things 
full circle. I finally get to see 
Keith’s music with that massive 
orchestra.” 

The evening will feature 
both Keith’s son and his 
grandson, respectively 
playing Fanfare For The 
Common Man and a solo 
piano piece. There’ll be a 
keyboard prodigy, Rachel 
Flowers, from California, 
a Parisian jazz trio, a 
symphony orchestra and 
more - as well as Rick 
Wakeman. 

“It’s the biggest thing 
I’ve ever organised,” says 
Jim. “It’ll be fantastic. We’re 
spending £54,000 on it - but 
there will be some proceeds and all 
of those will go to the servicemen and 
women’s charity, Care After Combat.” 

Keith was obsessed with music. Over 
dinner, Jim would frequently observe 


him as he zoned out of conversations and 
started writing dots on napkins - his latest 
compositions. He was as extravagant as any 
self-respecting 70s rock star ought to have 
been. “When I asked him if I should buy a 
Bentley, he said ‘Nah, buy two’. 

“He was the best man at one of my 
weddings, the third wife, I won’t mention 
her name. He told me after that he felt he 
hadn’t performed his duty properly - by 
talking me out of it. I once had 
a party in my garden. Roy 
Wood played guitar and 
Keith played keyboards. 
They were magic times.” 
These days, Jim has 
a day job. It’s the first 
time he’s held down a 
proper job since he 
worked in the Co-Op, 
before becoming 
famous. It’s for Care 
After Combat, the 
charity he formed 
with Falklands 
hero, Simon 
Weston, and 
a former SAS 
Sergeant known 
only as Goose. 

Jim is looking 
forward to raising 
money for former 
soldiers. 

“This is my 
day job now. 

And I think it’s 
relevant because 
there’s a similarity 
between Keith and 
the people leaving 
the military - it’s the 
problem of transition. 
Later in his life, Keith’s arms 
started to go a bit funny and 
his little finger got clawed-up. 

If you look at some of the later 
videos, you’ll see him hardly 


using his right hand. He was used to being the best but 
then he couldn’t really play like he used to and that hit 
him hard. He was a delicate person when it came to the 
slagging-off, which all of us get in this business. 

“And the problem was that as he got older he started to 
believe he’d lost his relevance. I think it was too much and 
circumstances led to his death. 

“A similar thing happens with the military. They come 
out of service after being in the military family for 20 years 
and they’re getting older. They can’t compete and they 
lose their relevance - that’s when they start drinking.” 

PROBLEM 

That problem of losing relevance is a topic Jim has 
discussed with Simon Weston. “I visited him in hospital 
when he was being patched up. We got on well. We 
were aware that there are 3,500 veterans in prison and 
Simon said: ‘You don’t just stop being a noble warrior 
without there being a good reason’. So we’re trying to find 
answers, we’re trying to help veterans after they’ve been 
involved in combat, so they can live full and rewarding 
lives.” 

The money raised from next Friday’s concert will do 
just that. It will help people who’ve served in war zones 
around the world. And Jim is thrilled that he’ll be doing it 
in Birmingham - which, like the Black Country, has always 
been a home-from-home. 

“I don’t know what it is about your neck of the woods, 
but I love the people round there. Let me tell you a last 
story. I once had a really good mate called Slim. He was a 
million stone. He was a doorman at The Night Out and he 
loved his pint. He was very basic and very loud, as well as 
being terribly overweight. He sadly died and I drove from 
Norfolk to Birmingham for his funeral. 

“There were 200 people outside the crematorium and 
another 200 inside, he was so popular, and I bumped into 
other mates, like Big Albert, who ran the Elbow Rooms. 

I knew everyone. It was like being in my home village. 
When they brought Old Slim out, they started playing 
his favourite song - it was one I’d recorded. Watching 
Over You, a Greg Lake song. Big Old Slim had chosen to 
check out with something I’d done - it made me as proud 
and humble as I’ve ever been. So, yes, I’ve always loved 
Birmingham and the Black Country.” 
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FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
NIGHT BANQUETING 
OFFERS 

ANY STARTERS ANY MAIN COURSE 
RICE OR NAAN 
OR VEG SIDE DISH 
ICE CREAM & COFFEE 






£13.95 


per person 


T&Cs apply 


SURCHARGE FOR FISH 
AND KING PRAWN 


L O U N G E ^/r e s t a 


SUNDAY 
BUFFET 

From 5pm 

ADULTS £9.95 

£5.95 



lit 

x CHILDREN. 

(UNDER 8) 

HELP YOURSELF TO AS 
MUCH AS YOU LIKE 

T&Cs apply 


OVER 


2 FOR I 




SUNDAY - THURSDAY 


(Eat in main course only!) 
Surcharge for fish and king prawns 


T & C apply 

DISCOUNTS 

AVAILABLE 



U R A N T 


67-69 HIGH STREET, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS, B63 3BQ * 
www.banglaloungehalesowen.co.uk TEL: 0121 585 7020/501 3816 
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If your’e looking for new 
challenge which enables 
you to socialise, exercise 
and meet new friends, Salsa 


Doors 

opening 7.45 
Beginners class 
starts 8pm 
Social Dance 
9.30 onwards 


WEDNESDAY 


One free entry with 
this advert. 


ooto ° n 


Ticket 



To Adevertise Your 
Pub, Restaurant Or 
Venue Here Please 
Call Sarah Childs On 
01384 353 258 


From Corrie star to 
Queen Of Hearts 




I do a lot of 
shouting, sing a bit 
and eat three jam 
tarts every show 


S he used to be the Queen 
of the Street. But now 
Corrie star Wendi Peters 
- aka Cilia Battersby - is 
the Queen of Hearts. 
Following sold-out seasons 
across the globe, the multi Grammy 
and Drama Desk Award-nominated 
Wonderland has received its UK and 
European premiere. 

A new British production, which visits Wolverhampton 
Grand Theatre from Monday until August 5, stars Wendi 
as the Queen Of Hearts. 

It also features leading musical theatre star Dave 
Willetts as the White Rabbit, with We Will Rock You & 
Britain’s Got Talent’s Rachael Wooding as Alice. 

Wendi says: “My job as an actress is to be creative. I 
just love the process of reading something off the page 
and thinking through how I’m going to best tell the story. 

I don’t like doing anything for too long - I played Cilia 
Battersby in Coronation Street for four years, the longest 
time I’ve ever worked on the same role. It got to that 
point where I wasn’t doing anything different and I knew I 
needed to create something new and get back out there 
to do theatre again, where I’d learnt my craft. 

“People would watch me on TV four times a week and 
think that’s all I could do, but they perhaps didn’t realise 
that for 15 years before Coronation Street I’d been in 
musical theatre - it’s lovely to go back to my roots and 
have a good old sing every night.” 


THRILLED 


Wonderful tonight I 


The music in Wonderland is one of Wendi’s most 
favoured aspects. And she’s thrilled to be lining up 
alongside David, the Birmingham-born singer and actor 
who left his job as a quality control supervisor at an 
engineering firm to pursue his dream of being a star. 

David went on to feature in the West End in Les 
Miserables, in the lead role of Jean Valjean, before joining 
the Broadway cast. He then succeeded Michael Crawford 
in Lord Andrew Lloyd- 
Webber’s Phantom of 
the Opera, at Her 
Majesty’s Theatre. 

Wendi loves the 
musical element 
of Wonderland. 

She says: 

“The music is 
just amazing, 

Wonderland has a 
wonderful score by 
Frank Wildhorn with 
great vocals from 
everybody in the 
cast. There’s music 
from every genre, 
there’s rock, pop, 
pure musical theatre, 
boyband and even 
a bit of classical, 
there’s something 
for every age. There’s 
a modern twist on it - 
our Alice is 40 now and 
she has a teenage daughter, once 
she’s back in Wonderland you 
meet all the familiar characters you 
know and love. There is the twist of 
the Looking Glass, anybody could 
change at any point. 

“For this production we had 
nothing really to copy and that’s 
lovely. I don’t think that any 
actor should ever copy what’s 
been before, but of course if 
the material’s out there you’re 


going to have a sneaky look at 
what’s been done previously. 

Apart from a performance 
by the Broadway cast at 
the Tony Awards there’s 
little else of Wonderland 
online and I love that 
because I can think 
through the character 
myself and be my 
best interpretation of 
the role and hopefully 
bring something new 
to it.” 

She found her way 
into the role of Queen of 
Hearts, taking inspiration 
from a number of sources. 
However, given that the 
British play is a UK first, 
she was able to create 
the role from scratch. 
And she’s hoping 
local audiences will 
enjoy her portrayal - 
even though eating 
so many jam tarts 
has been no good for 
her waistline. 

“With the Queen Of 
Hearts, there are so 
many different versions 
of her. The one that 
always stands out for me 
is the Disney film and that’s 
probably the image that 
springs to mind for most 


people. There’s a little bit of myself in my characterisation 
and I think that for any actor, to play the role truthfully 
there must be a little bit of their own self in the character.” 

“As the Queen Of Hearts, I do a lot of shouting, sing a 
few numbers and eat three jam tarts every show. By the 
time we get to Wolverhampton we’ll have done about 200 
shows, so I’ll have eaten 600 jam tarts. 

“It’s always fun to play the baddie, but you must find 
something within them that does make people like them 
a little bit. I’d like to think that there will be a little bit of all 
my comedy heroes in my Queen Of Hearts. I love Molly 
Sugden, Peggy Mount and Patricia Routledge who played 
Hyacinth ‘Bouquet’ Bucket in Keeping Up Appearances - 
you can’t help but love Hyacinth, she’s a monster but part 
you that says ‘oh isn’t she wonderful.’” 

WONDERLAND is now on sale at Wolverhampton 
Grand Theatre for performances between 31 July - 5 
August 2017. Tickets from www.grandtheatre.co.uk. 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 

















The heat is on for summer 


blockbuster 

The first time you see Miss Saigon, 

I guarantee it will be etched on your 
heart forever. It’s completely and utterly 
unforgettable. 

Music is by the incomparable team, Claude-Michel 
Schonberg and Alain Boublil, while lyrics are by Alain 
and Richard Maltby Jr. It came hot on the heels of 
the team’s epic musical phenomenon Les Miserables 
when it premiered in the 1980s, and 30 years on is still 
filling theatres, writes Alison Norton. 

Miss Saigon is based on Puccini’s Madame 
Butterfly, and tells the tragic love story of a teenage 
Vietnamese girl and an American Gl who meet during 
the Vietnam war. In this production of Miss Saigon, 


Miss Saigon 

The Engineer, who is essentially a pimp, is played 
by Red Concepcion, an engaging actor from the 
Philippines.“This is my first show in Europe and in the 
UK, which is very exciting!” he says. “The Engineer is 
nasty but funny and charming in his own way.” 

A highlight in the show is a life-sized helicopter, 
which lands and then takes off again on stage. I saw 
it on the day I visited the cast at one of their technical 
rehearsal days in Leicester. Spoiler alert! Let’s just say 
you hear it before you see it and the effect is nothing 
short of chilling. It’s one of the most incredible special 
affects you will ever see in theatre. 

Catch Miss Saigon at Birmingham Hippodrome, it is 
on now and continues until September 23. Visit www. 
birminghamhippodrome.com or call 0844 338 5000. 


Pinch me, I'm so 
lucky to get this role 


He’s a platinum-selling 
recording artist, actor, 
producer, author and 
ambassador for the Prince’s 
Trust. Darius Campbell is a 
man of many talents. 

He is currently touring the UK 
with Funny Girl The Musical, which 
brings the former Pop Idol finalist to 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre until 
its final performance in the city on 
Saturday night. He is leading man 
Nick Arnstein starring alongside 
Natasha J Barnes as Fanny Brice. 

“Funny Girl is such a pleasure, 
we opened in London and now 


we’re touring with Natasha. It is 
the number one romantic musical 
comedy of all time - and I get to 
be the leading man, so pinch me. I 
get to do it again 18 months on and 
we’re still performing to standing 
ovations. I’m very lucky. 

“We’ve got some of the best 
music and maybe the best songs 
of the last 70 years. The show is 
50 years old and it hasn’t been 
performed here since the original 
with Barbara Streisand which shot 
her to fame. They made a film of it 
that won five Academy Awards.” 

Campbell came to fame through 
reality TV, though he’s long since 
outgrown those roots. 



“It’s 

been 17 
years since my 

original audition for Pop Idol and 15 
years since my single Colourblind 
went to number one in the charts. 

“It was 2005 when I first stepped 
into the West End, as Billy Flynn 
in Chicago and since then I’ve got 
to work with my musical theatre 
heroes, Sir Trevor Nunn, Sir Tim 
Rice and take the lead in musicals 
that I’ve loved being part of, stories 
that are classic, the leading man 
romantic stories such as Gone With 
The Wind, Guys And Dolls and 
From Here To Eternity. Funny Girl is 
the jewel in the crown of musicals.” 


Beverley to star 
in her first panto 

Beverley Knight will perform 
in her first-ever pantomime 
this year at Birmingham 
Hippodrome. 

The 44-year-old 
actress and singer 
from Wolverhampton 
will take on the role of 
The Fairy Godmother in 
Cinderella. Other stars set 
to take part in the show are 
Strictly Come Dancing’s Danny 
Mac, Hippodrome favourite funnyman Matt Slack, 
comedians The Grumbleweeds, Ceri Dupree and 
Phil Randall. Playing Cinderella will be Suzanne 
Shaw, formerly of pop group Hear’Say. 


Young musicians 
are set to impress 

More than 100 remarkable musicians are set to 
impress at Birmingham’s Town Hall next Sunday 
afternoon (August 6), and they are all aged under 12. 
The National Children’s Orchestras of Great Britain, 
which run six national age-banded orchestras and six 
regional youth orchestras, are bringing their under- 
12s to the prestigious venue for a performance of 
great classical works. 

Led by conductor Natalia Luis-Bassa, the young 
musicians will present a programme including Mars 
from Holst’s The Planets, Finlandia by Sibelius, 
Montagues and Capulets from Prokofiev’s Romeo and 
Juliet, music from Bizet’s Carmen and the energetic 
Conga del Fuego Nuevo by Marquez. 

Tickets start from £18 for the 3.30pm concert. For 
tickets see www.thsh.co.uk or call 0121 780 3333. 
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Casualty 
(BBC1,9.05pm) 

Paul Unwin, the man who co¬ 
created Casualty back in 1986, 
returns as a guest writer for an 
episode that covers the span of 
an hour within Holby's 
Emergency Department. Duffy 
has her hands full as she is 
shadowed by a pair of school¬ 
girls planning to enter the 
medical profession, and Jez is 
crippled by guilt after he 
manages to rescue a woman 
from a house fire, but did not 
realise he saved her at the 
expense of her baby. 
Meanwhile, Ethan throws 
himself into his work following 
the incident with Scott, and 
when the ailing leader of a 
marching band arrives feeling 
unwell, Louise is forced to leave 
him in triage, with disastrous 
consequences. Last in the 
series. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Nadiya’s British Food 
Adventure. (R) 12.00 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Brendan 
Foster: A Life in Athletics. 2.00 Live 
Challenge Cup Rugby League. Hull FC v 
Leeds Rhinos (Kick-off 2.30pm). 4.30 
Flog It! (R) 5.00 Film: Sister Act 2: Back 
in the Habit. (1993) A singer who once 
posed as a nun joins the order again to 
help save a Catholic school by making a 
success of its choir. Comedy sequel, 
starring Whoopi Goldberg. 

6.45 BBC News. 

6.55 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Pointless Celebrities. Sports 
stars Willie Thorne, Tony Jacklin, 
Andy Fordham, Deta Hedman, 
Tessa Sanderson, Derek 
Redmond, Nick Easter and Martin 
Offiah take part in the unorthodox 
quiz show. (R) 

7.50 Would I Lie to You? Clara Amfo, 
Tom Davis, Shaun Ryder and 
Henning Wehn help team captains 
David Mitchell and Lee Mack 
deceive their opponents with 
plausible lies. Hosted by Rob 
Brydon. (R) 

8.20 Who Dares Wins. Nick Knowles 
challenges two pairs of complete 
strangers to team up, and battle it 
out to list as much as they know 
about a given subject. 

9.05 Casualty. Duffy guides a pair of 
school-girls through an average 
hour in the ED, in a special episode 
of the medical drama written by 
Casualty co-creator Paul Unwin. 
Last in the series. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.20 Film: Indiana Jones and the 
Kingdom of the Crystal Skull. 

(2008) The globe-trotting 
archaeologist teams up with a 
rebellious teenager who draws 
him into a search in the Amazon 
jungle for a mysterious artefact of 
untold power. But their quest is 
hindered by Soviet agents, who 
also want the fabled object for an 
altogether more sinister purpose. 
Action adventure sequel, updating 
the series to a Cold War setting, 
starring Harrison Ford. 

12.15 Film: When in Rome. (2009) An 
unlucky-in-love woman steals coins 
from a supposedly magical fountain in 
Italy and attracts a host of potential 
suitors. Romantic comedy, with Kristen 
Bell and Josh Duhamel. 1.40 Weather for 
the Week Ahead. 1.45 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.10 The Deep. 6.30 The Deep. 6.55 
Film: Herbie Goes to Monte Carlo. 

(1977) 8.35 Film: Mars Needs Moms. 
(2011) 10.00 Monty Halls’ Great Irish 
Escape. (R) 11.00 Homes Underthe 
Hammer. (R) 12.00 Nigel and Adam’s 
Farm Kitchen. (R) 1.00 Natural World: 
Jungle Gremlins of Java. (R) 2.00 
Mastermind. (R) 2.30 University 
Challenge. (R) 3.00 Only Connect. (R) 

3.30 Gardeners’ World. (R) 4.30 Jessica 
Ennis-Hill and the Next Generation. 5.00 
Live Swimming: World Championships. 
6.00 Cycling: Women’s Grand Prix. 

Live coverage of the Prudential 
RideLondon Classique, which 
takes place on a 5.5km circuit in 
central London, taking in some of 
the city’s most famous landmarks. 
6.50 Proms Extra. Katie Derham 

revisits Walton’s Facade from the 
Malcolm Sargent Prom, and 
celebrates the work of British 
composer Scott Walker. Plus, 
David Owen Norris’ Chord of the 
Week. 

7.30 Grand Tours of Scotland. Paul 
Murton travels round the Isle of 
Arran, visiting the famous King’s 
Cave, Lochranza, Brodick Castle 
and Kildonan before ending his 
trip at Cleat’s Shore. (R) 

8.00 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring decides 
the platoon needs a mascot for a 
big parade and plumps for a ram, 
but catching a suitable candidate 
for the job proves easier said than 
done. (R) 

8.30 All Families Have Secrets - 
Patrick Gale’s Art of Fiction. 

Patrick Gale speaks to Stephen Fry 
about his experience of being an 
out gay writer for the past 30 
years, and the inspiration behind 
Man in an Orange Shirt, his 
screenwriting debut. 

9.00 Queer as Art. The BBC’s Gay 
Britannia season continues, as 
artists, writers, musicians and 
performers discuss the LGBT 
community’s contributions to the 
arts in Britain during the past 50 
years. 

10.00 Ql XL. Panellists Julia Zemiro, 

Matt Lucas and David Mitchell and 
Alan Davies compete, as host 
Stephen Fry hosts an extended 
edition of the comedy quiz show. 
10.45 Imagine - Mapplethorpe. A 

portrait of American photographer 
Robert Mapplethorpe. 

12.40 Film: Sleep Tight. (2011)2.15 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.15 
Super 4. (R) 7.30 Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 7.45 Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 8.00 Thunderbirds 
Are Go. (R) 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 
Weekend. 9.25 ITV Racing: The Opening 
Show. 10.20 Gok’s Lunchbox. (R) 11.15 
1000 Heartbeats. (R) 12.15 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.25 Tipping Point. (R) 1.30 
ITV Racing: Live from Ascot. Coverage of 
today’s meeting from Ascot. 4.00 The 
Chase. (R) 5.00 Little Big Shots USA. 
6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.05 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 You’ve Been Framed! Goes Wild! 
Harry Hill presents another hour- 
long edition of his popular 
programme, showcasing 
embarrassing home-videos and 
malfunctioning moments, filmed 
and submitted by loyal viewers. 
Clips feature flatulent selfies, 
misused contraceptives and a 
rather distracting wedding guest. 

(R) 

7.15 Catchphrase. Stephen Mulhern 
hosts the game show, inviting 
contestants Steve, Charlene and 
Lenny to “see it and say it” as they 
try to guess the familiar phrases 
hidden in clues offered by Mr 
Chips and his state-of-the-art 3D 
graphic animations. After the first 
elimination, the two remaining 
players battle to reach the Super 
Catchphrase round, with a holiday 
and a massive £50,000 cash sum 
up for grabs. 

8.00 Film: The Hobbit: The Desolation 
of Smaug. (2013) The party of 
dwarves and their hobbit ally 
continue the quest to reclaim their 
lost kingdom, journeying through 
the forest home of ancestral 
enemy the elves and finally facing 
the dragon that drove them from 
their home. Meanwhile, Gandalf 
the wizard investigates the rise of a 
mysterious dark power. Part two 
of Peter Jackson’s fantasy 
adventure trilogy based on JRR 
Tolkien’s novel, starring Martin 
Freeman, Ian McKellen, Richard 
Armitage and Orlando Bloom. 

11.00 ITV News; Weather. 

11.25The Chase. (R) 

12.20 Jackpot247. 3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.40 Motor Sport: Mini Challenge. 7.05 
London Triathlon. 8.05 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Frasier. (R) 10.00 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 10.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

10.55 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.25 
The Simpsons. (R) 11.55 The Simpsons. 
(R) 12.25 The Simpsons. (R) 12.55 Four 
in a Bed. (R) 1.25 Four in a Bed. (R) 1.55 
Four in a Bed. (R) 2.30 Four in a Bed. (R) 
3.00 Four in a Bed. (R) 3.30 A Place in 
the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 4.30 Big House, 
Little House. 5.30 Channel 4 News. 

6.00 Formula 1 Hungarian Grand Prix 
Qualifying Highlights. Steve 
Jones presents action from the 
qualifying session at the 
Hungaroring in Budapest, where 
the drivers battled for pole position 
ahead of the 11th round of the 
season. It was the Mercedes 
drivers who performed best in 
qualifying at this track last season, 
with the now-retired Nico Rosberg 
claiming pole position, and Lewis 
Hamilton one place behind in 
second on the starting grid. 

7.30 UEFA Women’s Euro 2017. 

Coverage of a quarter-final match 
(Kick-off TBA), featuring teams 
that were drawn in Groups A and 
B, as the competition staged in the 
Netherlands continues. The team 
to emerge victorious from this 
match will progress to one of the 
semi-finals, which are due to take 
place on Thursday. Subsequent 
programmes are subject to 
change. 

10.00 Film:47Ronin. (2013) A former 
slave leads a band of samurai as 
they battle monstrous and magical 
enemies in a quest for redemption. 
Fantasy adventure, with Keanu 
Reeves and Hiroyuki Sanada. 
12.10 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares 
USA. Gordon Ramsay visits a restaurant 
in Providence, Rhode Island. (R) 1.00 
The Last Leg. Comedy legend John 
Cleese joins Adam Hills, Josh 
Widdicombe and Alex Brooker for a 
comical review of the week. (R) 1.55 
Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Grace prepares to 
take down her and Warren’s blackmailer, 
Alfie tries to help Lily and Prince, and 
Sally surprises Neeta with a ticket to 
Ibiza. 3.55 Location, Location, Location. 
Helping prospective buyers in Wiltshire. 
(R) 4.50 Selling Houses with Amanda 
Lamb. Three homeowners in West 
Sussex compete to sell their homes. (R) 

5.40 Shipping Wars UK. Russell moves 
15 unique giraffe artworks worth 
£75,000. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.20 Film: Bob the 
Builder: Mega Machines. (2017) 
Premiere. Construction-site animation, 
with the voice of Lee Ingleby. 10.30 
Funniest Cutest Kittens Ever. (R) 11.30 
Police Interceptors. (R) 12.30 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.25 Film: The Time 
Machine. (2002) Sci-fi adventure, 
starring Guy Pearce. 3.10 The Nightmare 
Neighbour Next Door. (R) 4.10 The 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

5.05 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 
6.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
Documentary series giving an 
insight into the world of debt 
collection. Kevin Stokes and Brian 
O’Shaughnessy try to collect a 
debt from a technology company, 
but with the director nowhere to be 
seen, the office manager does 
everything she can to prove the 
business is no longer trading. 
Stewart McCracken and Elmor 
Victor face a heartbreaking house 
repossession in Merseyside, 
where two landlords are forced to 
evict a tenant recovering from a 
brain tumour which has cost him 
his job and income. (R) 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v South 
Africa. Highlights of the third day’s 
play in the Third Test of the four- 
match series, which took place at 
The Oval in London. 

7.55 5 News Weekend. 

8.00 Live Boxing. Coverage from the 
SSE Arena in Belfast, ahead of the 
main event between Carl Frampton 
and Andres Gutierrez. 

8.30 FIA Formula E Live. The first 
Montreal ePrix race. Coverage of 
the first of two races staged at the 
Montreal Street Circuit, which 
serves as the 11th and penultimate 
round of the season. This is a 
brand new circuit set in the centre 
of the Canadian city, and features 
14 turns in a lap that is 2.75km 
long. 

10.10 Live Boxing. Carl Frampton v 
Andres Gutierrez. Coverage of the 
featherweight bout from SSE 
Arena in Belfast, as The Jackal 
returns to the ring for the first time 
since losing his world title. 

12.00 SuperCasino. Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel 
spins and lively chat from the presenting 
team. 3.05 Film: Bad Lieutenant: Port of 
Call New Orleans. (2009) Crime drama, 
starring Nicolas Cage. 5.00 Great Artists. 
Spanish painter Velazquez. (R) 5.25 
Wildlife SOS. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Secret Life of Rockpools 8.00 
Britain’s Treasure Islands 9.00 1 Know 
Who You Are 11.30 Rich Hall’s Countrier 
Than You 1.00 Bob Harris: My Nashville 
2.00 The Secret Life of Rockpools 3.00 
Britain’s Treasure Islands 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

11.25 Take Me Out 12.35 Catchphrase: 
Celebrity Special 1.40 Harry Hill’s Alien 
Fun Capsule 2.05 You’ve Been Framed! 
Gold 3.10 Film: See Spot Run (2001) 

4.10 FYI Daily 4.15 Film: See Spot Run 
(2001) 5.05 Film: The Smurfs 2 (2013) 
6.05 FYI Daily 6.10 Film: The Smurfs 2 
(2013) 7.10 Film: Evan Almighty (2007) 

8.10 FYI Daily 8.15 Film: Evan Almighty 
(2007) 9.00 Film: The Hangover (2009) 
10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film: The 
Hangover (2009) 11.05 Family Guy 
12.35 American Dad! 1.00 Film: Keith 
Lemon: The Film (2012) 2.00 FYI Daily 
2.05 Film: Keith Lemon: The Film (2012) 
2.45 Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.30 Film: Columbo: Agenda for 
Murder (1990) 1.30 Wycliffe 2.45 
Sherlock Holmes: The Last Vampyre 5.00 
Lewis 7.00 Agatha Christie’s Marple 9.00 
Foyle’s War 11.00 Law & Order: UK 1.55 
On the Buses 2.20 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.00 The Professionals 1.05 Minder 
3.15 Film: Dunkirk (1958) 4.25 FYI Daily 

4.30 Film: Dunkirk (1958) 6.00 Better 
Late Than Never 7.00 Monster Carp 8.00 
Film: Police Academy 3: Back in Training 
(1986) 9.05 FYI Daily 9.10 Film: Police 
Academy 3: Back in Training (1986) 9.50 
Film: The Book of Eli (2010) 10.55 FYI 
Daily 11.00 Film: The Book of Eli (2010) 
12.05 Film: Barb Wire (1996) 1.05 FYI 
Daily 1.10 Film: Barb Wire (1996) 2.05 
Road Racing Series 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.40 Film: Astro Boy (2009) 1.30 Film: 

Toy Story OF TERROR! (2013) 2.00 The 
Goldbergs 4.30 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Film: This Is 40 (2012)11.40 
Gogglebox 1.20 Rude Tube 2.25 Tattoo 
Fixers 3.20 Gogglebox 4.00 How I Met 
Your Mother 4.45 Rude(ish) Tube 
Film4 

11.00 Bollywood Queen (2002) 1.00 A 
Monster in Paris (2011) 2.45 Baby’s Day 
Out (1994) 4.35 We Bought a Zoo (2011) 
7.00 The Way Way Back (2013) Comedy 
drama, starring Liam James. 9.00 The 
Green Mile (1999) 12.40 As Above, So 
Below (2014) 2.25 Rec 3: Genesis (2012) 
4.00 Close 
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Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen and Stourbridge* 

‘Please note: Not all pick up points are available on all breaks. 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Choose from a selection of shows 

42nd Street, Aladdin, Annie, An American in Paris, Dreamgirls, Half a Sixpence, 
Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, Matilda, Motown, The Phantom of the Opera, 
School of Rock, Stomp, The Lion King, Wicked and more...! 


Not all shows are available on all breaks. Please call for details, 
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Saturday Night 
London Theatre 

Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of central London 
with full English breakfast 

/ A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a TOP West End Show 
from our fabulous selection 
/ Free time in London 




2 days, 
by coach 
from 


£159 


■95pp 


View product online at Quote code: 
www.omega-holidays.com KMF145 


London Theatre 
Weekend 
with Evening Meal 

Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with 3-course evening meal and full English breakfast 
/ A show ticket for a Saturday matinee performance of a TOP West 
End Show from our fabulous selection 
/ Free time in London 


Jflifc 2 days, 


AA 

by coach 

£l 

j |.95pp 

from 

U 

mm 

View product online at 

Quote Code: 1 

www.omega-holidays.com (LAZi 

AVL436 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


0 


in association with 


Quote Code: QKL132 



NEW YEAR 

London Theatre 


1^4 lli) t*j 




Price Includes... 

✓ 2 nights at the 4 star Holiday Inn Heathrow M4 Jct4, West 
Drayton with full English breakfast 

✓ A Stalls or Circle ticket for a choice of top London West End 
Shows on Saturday 30 December (ticket upgrades available) 

✓ Dinner and after dinner disco/dance in your hotel on 
New Year’s Eve 

✓ Excursion to central London to see the New Year’s Day Parade 

✓ Free time in London 


3 days, 
by coach 


from 


£269 


■95pp 


For more information AIAA 4 ! AA^I ^ p 
or to book, please call: Ul9v£ 9V&ID9 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTAV4782. 0me 9 aH °is @omegaHois omegaHois 


Single room supplements £80pp. Subject to availability. 
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CHOICE 



Poldark 
(BBC1, 9pm) 

Ross is determined to ensure 
that George loses in the 
election, and resolves to make 
up for some of Trenwith's 
neglect - he also becomes 
aware of Hugh's feelings for 
Demelza as he returns to 
Nampara to find them together. 
George is consumed with 
paranoia as he challenges 
Dwight over Valentine's 
legitimacy and drives Elizabeth 
away. Rowella attempts to 
seduce Whitworth, who 
receives advice from Dwight 
over his relationship with 
Morwenna, Lord Falmouth 
learns that the Warleggans will 
be standing against him, and 
Sam pines over Emma. 


i.OO Breakfast. 10.00 Sunday Morning 

Live. 11.00 Cycling: Ride London. 12.00 

Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Homes Under the 

Hammer. (R) 2.00 Escape to the Country. 

(R) 3.00 Songs of Praise. 3.35 Cycling: 

Ride London. Live coverage of the 

Prudential RideLondon-Surrey Classic. 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Wild Alaska Live. Liz Bonnin, 

Matt Baker and Steve Backshall 
conclude the coverage of Alaskan 
wildlife during the summer. The 
programme features footage of 
black bear cubs trying to catch 
enough food to make it through 
the winter, wolves competing with 
brown bears for the best fishing 
positions, orcas and humpback 
whales gathering at sea, and 
eagles hunting as the salmon 
complete their migration. Last in 
the series. 

8.00 Countryfile. A look at green 

spaces and wildlife in urban areas. 
Anita Rani visits a haven for 
animals in Stoke Newington, and 
helps an urban photographer track 
a pair of nesting common terns. 
Sean Fletcher joins Manchester 
airport’s environment team, James 
Wong meets Liverpool residents 
growing vegetables on their roofs, 
Tom Heap investigates air 
pollution, and Adam Henson 
meets former services personnel 
rebuilding their lives through 
farming. 

9.00 Poldark. Ross becomes aware of 
Hugh’s feelings for Demelza, 
George is consumed with paranoia 
as he challenges Dwight over 
Valentine’s legitimacy and drives 
Elizabeth away. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30The Heroes of Super Saturday: 
Jess, Mo & Greg. Michael 
Johnson takes a look back at the 
day of competition known as 
“Super Saturday” at the 2012 
Olympic Games, focusing on 
Jessica Ennis-Hill, Mo Farah and 
Greg Rutherford. 

11.30 Film: The Peacemaker. (1997) 
Two mismatched government 
operatives are forced to put aside 
their differences to find a stolen 
cache of nuclear warheads. Action 
thriller, with George Clooney. 

1.25 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.30 

BBC News. 


6.05 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 6.50 
The Instant Gardener. (R) 7.35 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.35 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 9.05 Countryfile. 

(R) 10.00 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 
11.30 Nigel Slater: Eating Together. (R) 
12.00 Food & Drink. (R) 12.30 Film: 
Miss Potter. (2006) Victorian writer and 
illustrator Beatrix Potter falls in love 
while trying to find a publisher for her 
work. Biographical period drama, 
starring Renee Zellweger and Ewan 
McGregor. 2.00 Live Challenge Cup 
Rugby League. Wigan Warriors v Salford 
Red Devils (Kick-off 2.30pm). Tanya 
Arnold presents coverage of the second 
semi-final, which takes place at Halliwell 
Jones Stadium in Warrington. 4.30 Live 
Swimming: World Championships. 

Helen Skelton presents coverage of the 
eighth and final day from Danube Arena 
in Budapest, Hungary, which will include 
the finals of the men’s and women’s 
400m individual medley. 

7.00 World War One Remembered: 
Passchendaele. Kirsty Young 
introduces live coverage from 
Flanders, Belgium, of the 
ceremony commemorating the 
100th anniversary of the First 
World War battle. This is followed 
by a dramatic event staged in 
Ypres that tells the story of the 
battle and those involved in it, as 
well as performances from Alfie 
Boe, War Horse and the cast of 
The Wipers’ Times. Dan Snow 
reports from the streets of Ypres. 
10.00 Film: Pride. (2014) Gay rights 
activists gather in London for a 
pride march in 1984, and decide 
they have a common cause with 
the miners’ strike. When their 
fundraising activities are rejected 
by the miners’ union, they travel to 
a Welsh pit village to show their 
support in person. Fact-based 
drama, starring Ben Schnetzer, Bill 
Nighy, Andrew Scott and Imelda 
Staunton. 

11.50 Film: Lilting. (2014) The mother 
and boyfriend of a dead man form 
a connection as they deal with 
their grief, despite having no 
language in common. Drama, with 
Ben Whishawand Pei-pei Cheng. 

1.15 Sign Zone: Countryfile. John Craven 
visits a conservation project for great 
bustards in Salisbury Plain, while Anita 
Rani meets contestants in the 
international young beekeepers’ 
competition. (R) 2.10 Holby City. Drama 
series charting life on the wards of Holby 
City Hospital. (R) 3.10 This Is BBC Two. 
Preview of upcoming programmes. 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.15 
Super4. (R) 7.30 Ninjago: Rebooted. (R) 
8.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.25 ITV 
News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 Judge 
Rinder. (R) 10.20 Long Lost Family. (R) 

11.20 Love Your Garden. (R) 12.20 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.25 James Martin’s 
French Adventure. (R) 12.55 Rebound. 
(R) 1.55 Tipping Point. (R) 2.55 Bear 
Grylls Survival School. 3.25 Film: A 
View to a Kill. (1985) James Bond 
adventure, starring Roger Moore. 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.10 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 Diana, Our Mother: Her Life and 
Legacy. The Duke of Cambridge 
and Prince Harry talk about their 
mother Diana, Princess of Wales, 
and pay tribute to the many ways 
her influence has shaped their 
lives. The brothers share some of 
their earliest memories of her, 
recall the final contact they had 
with her before her death in 
August 1997 and discuss their 
feelings in the aftermath of that 
event. Featuring contributions 
from Elton John, Rihanna and 
Diana’s brother, Earl Spencer. (R) 

8.00 Film: Harry Potter and the Order 
of the Phoenix. (2007) The young 
wizard struggles to convince his 
fellow sorcerers that the evil Lord 
Voldemort has returned to life. 
When Hogwarts headmaster 
Dumbledore is ousted in favour of 
a sadistic replacement, Harry 
realises he must take matters into 
his own hands, uniting his fellow 
pupils to form a secret army and 
training them for the inevitable 
confrontation to come. Fantasy 
adventure sequel, starring Daniel 
Radcliffe, Emma Watson, Rupert 
Grintand Gary Oldman. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.50 Judge Rinder’s Crime Stories. 
Barrister Robert Rinder examines 
real-life cases, looking at the 
events leading up to crimes, going 
through the police investigations 
and summing up the trials. (R) 

11.50Take Me Out. Men try to impress 
30 single women and win a date. 
Paddy McGuinness presents. (R) 

12.50 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 

3.50 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights. 4.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.20 Last Man Standing. 6.45 Last Man 
Standing. 7.10 Last Man Standing. 7.35 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Eat the Week. 

1.30 The Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.25 The Simpsons. (R) 
2.55 A Place in the Sun: Summer Sun. 
(R) 3.40 Homes by the Sea. (R) 4.45 
Channel 4 News. 5.15 Formula 1 
Hungarian Grand Prix Highlights. 

7.30 UEFA Women’s Euro 2017. 
Coverage of a quarter-final match 
(Kick-off TBA), featuring teams 
that were drawn in Groups C and 
D, as the competition staged in the 
Netherlands continues. The team 
to emerge victorious from this 
match will progress to one of the 
semi-finals, which are due to take 
place on Thursday. Subsequent 
programmes are subject to 
change. 

10.00The Handmaid’s Tale. Janine is 
sentenced to a brutal punishment 
for her acts of disobedience, which 
leaves Offred and her fellow 
Handmaids faced with an 
unthinkable choice. Last in the 
series. 

11.10 Naked Attraction. Anna 

Richardson hosts as 22-year-old 
Sophie seeks a conversational 
man, while 25-year-old Dorn 
hopes to find a confident, daring 
and adventurous man. (R) 

12.15 Film: Moonrise Kingdom. (2012) 
The inhabitants of an island community 
are thrown into a panic as they search for 
two runaway children. Wes Anderson’s 
comedy drama, with Bruce Willis and 
Edward Norton. 1.50 60 Days in Jail. 
Criminal justice student Dion is the last 
volunteer to enter the jail. (R) 2.35 KOTV 
Boxing Weekly. Featuring highlights of 
bouts in England, Russia, Mexico and the 
United States. 3.05 Gillette World Sport. 
Including a look at how New England 
Patriots’ Devin McCourty stays in top 
condition. 3.30 Mobil 1 The Grid. Max 
Verstappen provides a tour of the Red 
Bull factory in Milton Keynes. (R) 3.55 
Location, Location, Location. Kirstie 
Allsopp and Phil Spencer visit the south¬ 
east of England to help a family of five in 
need of a larger property, and new 
parents searching for a home. (R) 4.50 
Selling Houses with Amanda Lamb. The 
host helps three homeowners in 
Worthing compete to sell their properties 
to potential buyer Diane, including 
mother and daughter Jo and Ruby who 
improve their attic. (R) 5.45 Kirstie’s Fill 
Your House for Free. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Pip Ahoy! 6.10 Poppy 
Cat. 6.25 Mr Men. 6.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 
6.40 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.50 Wissper. (R) 

6.55 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.10 Bob the 
Builder. (R) 7.20 Fireman Sam. (R) 7.30 
Oily the Little White Van. (R) 7.35 Oily 
the Little White Van. (R) 7.40 Paw Patrol. 
(R) 7.55 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 8.25 Noddy: Toyland 
Detective. (R) 8.40 Wissper. (R) 8.50 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.10 
Film: Fireman Sam: Heroes of the Storm. 
(2014) 10.30 Cats Make You Laugh Out 
Loud 3. 10.55 Police Interceptors. (R) 
11.50 Police Interceptors. (R) 12.50 
Film: Ace Ventura: Pet Detective. (1994) 
Comedy, starring Jim Carrey. 2.30 Film: 
Zookeeper. (2011) Comedy, starring 
Kevin James. 4.25 Film: Cheaper By the 
Dozen 2. (2005) 

6.05 Now That’s Funny! A collection of 
internet-sourced videos with a 
family friendly hook, featuring 
laugh-out-loud unexpected 
personal moments now being 
shared with the world. (R) 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v South 
Africa. Highlights of the fourth 
day’s play in the Third Test of the 
four-match series, which took 
place at The Oval in London. 

7.55 5 News Weekend. 

8.00 Film: Dirty Dancing. (1987) A 
dance instructor at a 1960s resort 
teaches a naive teenager about 
self-expression as they perform in 
an important show. Romantic 
drama, with Patrick Swayze and 
Jennifer Grey. Edited for language 
and violence. 

9.00 5 News Update. 

9.05 Film: Dirty Dancing. (1987) 
Concluded. Edited for language 
and violence. 

10.05The Dirty Dancing Story. A 30th 
anniversary celebration of the 
movie phenomenon, revisiting 
favourite scenes, discovering what 
happened on set and hearing from 
the supporting cast and crew. (R) 

11.35 Premiership Rugby Sevens. 
Action from the pre-season 
tournament at Franklin’s Gardens 
in Northampton, which saw all 12 
Premiership clubs compete in a 
revamped version of the 
tournament. 

12.35 FIA Formula E: Highlights. 1.15 
SuperCasino. 3.10 The Hotel Inspector 
Abroad. (R) 4.00 The Railways That Built 
Britain with Chris Tarrant. (R) 4.50 Great 
Artists. (R) 5.20 Wildlife SOS. (R) 5.45 
Chinese Food in Minutes. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Laura Mvula on Nina Simone 7.30 
BBC Proms 2017 11.30 Norman 
Wisdom: His Story 12.30 Horizon: 10 
Things You Need to Know About the 
Future 1.30 Beautiful Thing: A Passion 
for Porcelain 2.30 Treasures of the 
Anglo-Saxons 3.30 Laura Mvula on Nina 
Simone 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

I. 00 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 1.30 
Film: The Waterboy (1 998) 2.30 FYI 
Daily 2.35 Film: The Waterboy (1 998) 

3.20 Film: Yogi Bear (2010) 4.20 FYI 
Daily 4.25 Film: Yogi Bear (2010) 4.55 
Film: Nanny McPhee (2005) 5.55 FYI 
Daily 6.00 Film: Nanny McPhee (2005) 
6.50 Film: Step Up (2006) 7.55 FYI Daily 
8.00 Film: Step Up (2006) 9.00 Love 
Island: The Reunion 10.35 Family Guy 
12.00 American Dad! 12.30 Film: 
Bachelorette (2012) 1.30 FYI Daily 1.35 
Film: Bachelorette (2012)2.15 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

II. 45 The Darling Buds of May 12.50 
Film: Rest in Peace, Mrs Columbo 

(1990) 2.50 Wycliffe 3.55 Foyle’s War 
6.00 Lewis 8.00 Midsomer Murders 
10.00 Law & Order: UK 12.05 Wire in the 
Blood 2.00 Sherlock Holmes: The Last 
Vampyre 3.45 May the Best House Win 
ITV4 

6.00 Goodwood Festival of Speed 7.00 
Football Rivalries 7.15 Film: Police 
Academy 4: Citizens on Patrol (1987) 

8.20 FYI Daily 8.25 Film: Police 
Academy 4: Citizens on Patrol (1987) 
9.00 Film: The Naked Gun: From the Files 
of Police Squad! (1988) 10.05 FYI Daily 
10.10 Film: The Naked Gun: From the 
Files of Police Squad! (1988) 10.50 Film: 
Mars Attacks! (1996) 11.50 FYI Daily 

11.55 Film: Mars Attacks! (1996) 1.00 
Car Crash Global 2.00 Minder 2.55 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.00 Binky & JP’s Baby: Born in Chelsea 

I. 00 Kevin Can Wait 1.30 New Girl 2.30 
The Big Bang Theory 5.30 Film: The Day 
After Tomorrow (2004) 8.00 Don’t Tell 
the Bride 9.00 Born in Chelsea: Baby 
Steps 10.00 Film: The Change-Up (2011) 
12.15 Tattoo Fixers on Holiday 1.20 Born 
in Chelsea: Baby Steps 2.25 Gogglebox 
Film4 

II. 00 Flight of the Navigator (1986) 1.00 
The Jane Austen Book Club (2007) 3.05 
Gulliver’s Travels (2010) 4.45 The Return 
of the Musketeers (1989) 6.55 Home 
Alone (1990) 9.00 Lucy (2014) 10.40 
The Family (2013) 12.55 Devil’s Knot 
(2013) 3.15 Close 




THE KNIGHTS QUEST | THE KNIGHTS QUEST 


CHARITY EVENTS 

WEDNESDAY 
2nd August 

* LIVE LOVE LAUGH 

An evening with Black Country 
comedian JONNY COLE and the 
infamous female solo artist 

CHARLIE WATERFORD 

Starts 8.30pm 
Tickets available £3 


THURSDAY 

3rd August 

STARMAKERS 

KARAOKE 

Plus SLAVE AUCTION, AUCTION 
of a PROMISE and RAFFLE 

Guaranteed to be a laugh 

FREE ENTRY 



SATURDAY 

5th August Daytime 
8am-l 1 am 



SATURDAY 

5th August 

PURE MAGIC 

Freddie Mercury Tribute 
Plus Bryan May Tribute 

Disco ‘til 2am 
£4 Entry 
Starts 8.30pm 


ROY DAVIES 
SILENCE IS GOLDEN 


12noon - 3pm 


THE STOCKS 


Attendance from 
MAA and Blood Bikers 
throughout (Jayne’s in the 
stocks from 2pm) 



SUNDAY 

6th August 
Blood Bikers and Barnaby 
from Midlands Air Ambulance 
from 12 noon 

STARMAKERS 
PARTY NIGHT 

EVERYONE’S A WINNER RAFFLE 
PARTY GAMES 
FREE ENTRY Starts 8.30pm 


THUR 27.07.17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
FRI 28.07.17 

TORIA PHILLIPS PLUS DISCO 
SAT 29.07.17 
JUST BEN! 

SUN 30.07.17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
MON 31.07.17 
BENS DISCO & KARAOKE 
TUE 01.08.17 
PREDATORS KARAOKE 
WED 02.08.17 
LIVE, LOVE, LAUGH 
CHARITY NIGHT 
JONNY COLE & CHARLIE 
WATERFORD 
THUR 03.08.17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


DAILY CARVERY 

@$7 

£ 3.45 





All proceeds going to the Midlands Air Ambulance & Midlands Freewheelers 

mafcro 

High Street, Blackheath 0121 561 559911 www.theknightsquest.co.uk 


| High Street, Blackheath _ G 

Tel: 0121 561 5599 » S 

^ MON-THURS : 12.00-2.30PM, 6-8PM | FRI-SAT 12.00-2.30PM -A 7 - 
Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 

We serve until lam on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, lam Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

I Am Bolt, BBC1,8.30pm 

Documentary about the life and career of world-record 
breaking Jamaican sprinter Usain Bolt, who has won 
the 100m and 200m gold medals at the last three 
Olympics. The film follows him as he prepares for the 
Rio 2016 Olympics and there is archive footage of his 
personal life and from his athletics career. (2016) 

TUESDAY 

A Trace of Danger, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A defence attorney represents her high-school 
boyfriend, who stands accused of murdering his wife. 
As they discover they still have feelings for each other, 
the lawyer faces being a public hate figure as everyone 
is convinced of her client’s guilt - while someone is 
determined to stop the truth being discovered. Thriller, 
starring Emmanuelle Vaugier. (2010) 



WEDNESDAY 
Man Up, BBC2, 9pm 

While traveling across London to attend a party to 
celebrate her parents’ 10th wedding anniversary, a 
thirtysomething single woman is mistaken for a 
recently divorced stranger’s blind date, so decides to 
spend a chaotic evening with him. However, she has 
to face the consequences when he realises she is not 
his intended blind date. Romantic comedy, starring 
Lake Bell and Simon Pegg. (2015) 

THURSDAY 

Out of Reach, Channel 5, 3.10pm 

A woman faces having her family torn apart when her 
husband enters into a business arrangement with two 
lifestyle coaches, only to end up joining their cult of 
followers. She struggles to get him away from their 
influence, but the conflict grows more serious when 
the sect tries to gain custody of her daughter. Thriller, 
starring Erin Karpiuk and Lochlyn Munro. (2013) 

FRIDAY 

Old School, BBC1,11.05pm 

A lawyer decides to relive the wild, crazy days of his 
youth after his girlfriend is unfaithful, and enlists the 
help of two equally disillusioned friends in setting up a 
fraternity house next to his former college campus. 
Comedy, starring Luke Wilson and Will Ferrell. (2003) 


Patrick is hoping that his new 
project is a novel success 


atrick Gale is the BBC’s man 
of the moment. 

On Saturday, he was 
interviewed by Stephen Fry, a self- 
confessed fan of Gale’s novels for 
the past 30 years. 

During their chat, Gale discussed 
being a rare example of an out gay 
novelist during his early years as a 
writer, as well as his most ambitious 
project to date, Man in an Orange 
Shirt. 

This two-part drama is Gale’s first 
screenplay, and while he has always 
mined his family history for his work, 
this time he dug deeper than ever 
before, to expose a secret about his 
parents’ marriage. 

The story focuses on two love 
affairs, 60 years apart. The first 
is set in 1944, during which British 
Army Captain Michael Berryman 
falls for artist Thomas March 
following a chance meeting in 
southern Italy. 

Despite having a young fiancee, 
the usually strait-laced Michael 
throws himself into a relationship 
with Thomas, and they briefly live as 


a couple after the war. Thomas 
paints his lover’s portrait - the titular 
Man in an Orange Shirt - before 
Michael decides to return to Flora 
and live a conventional life as a 
married man and father. 

Thomas, meanwhile, embarks on 
a risky existence as a gay man in 
1940s Soho. But will either of them 
be truly happy again? And at what 
lengths will Flora go to keep her 
new family together? 

The story then moves to the 
present day, as an ageing Flora 
witnesses her grandson’s tentative 
relationship with another man is a 
far more accepting world. However, 
their path to happiness is still littered 
with potential pitfalls. 

“Man In An Orange Shirt is the 
most exciting project I’ve worked on 
to date: an original drama exploring 
strands of gay male experience 
since the 1940s,” says Gale. “It has 
been such a privilege to be given 
such an open brief and then allowed 
to run with it. 

“I don’t want to give too much 
away but after much experimenting, 


we’ve ended up with two hour-long 
films - one set in the 1940s and 50s, 
one set in the violently contrasted 
present; one depicting a love story 
made impossible by pressures from 
society, one a love story nearly 
derailed by the long-term fallout 
from the 1940s story.” 

He adds: “People who know my 
novels will be unsurprised to hear 
that that stories give equal focus to 
wives and mothers and are very 
much about tensions between 
family bonds, the need to be good 
and the urge to seize happiness. I 
hope they’ll appeal equally to 
straight and gay viewers, but also 
that they’ll leave either side feeling 
challenged about things they take 
for granted. 

“Already I can see that the look of 
the show is going to be incredible. 
Here’s hoping it starts a national 
conversation.” 

It promises to be an enthralling 
and moving series, one that benefits 
from a strong cast that includes 
Vanessa Redgrave and Joanna 
Vanderham as Flora at different 
stages in her life. 




Man in an Orange Shirt, Monday, BBC2, 9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Orkney: When the Boat Comes In 
BBC1,7.30pm 

The small island chain off the north-eastern tip of 
Scotland will be visited by more than 120,000 
passengers from cruise liners, and on its busiest 
days the capital Kirkwall will see its population of 
7,000 almost double. As part of the Our Lives 
strand, this documentary focuses on the impact of 
these tourists on the lives of Orcadians, with their 
arrival bringing much-needed revenue but also a 
growing concern about the environmental impact 
and for Orkney’s world famous Neolithic sites, 
including Skara Brae. 

Normal for Norfolk 
BBC2,10pm 

It’s October at 17th-century manor house Wiveton 
Hall and pigeons are attacking the rape crop, the 
pigs are being prepared for their journey to the 
abattoir, and Desmond MacCarthy is trying to 
cajole his 101-year-old mother into buying him a 
new pair of binoculars for his impending 60th 
birthday. While Desmond does battle with the pests 
on his fields, his friends and family gather for 
birthday celebration complete with a meal of home¬ 
made cockerel korma with poppadoms. Narrated by 
Toby Jones. 



TUESDAY 

Celebrity Big Brother: Live Launch 
Channel 5, 9pm 

New series. As one door closes, another one 
opens. Just seven days after Channel 5 
crowned its latest Big Brother winner, it reopens the 
house to make way for a fresh batch of contestants 
- but this time, of course, the new reality residents 
are all famous faces. Cue a roll call of soap 
actors, reality stars and glamour models, with 
the odd Loose Women presenter and US star 
thrown in for good measure. As always, Emma 
Willis introduces each one as they enter, ready to 
have their every word and move recorded for 
the enjoyment of the viewing public. It’s 
to be hoped BB fans don’t have 
anything else planned for the next few 
weeks. 


WEDNESDAY 

The Sweet Makers: A Victorian 
Treat 

BBC2, 8pm 

Four modern confectioners use original 
recipes to recreate a Victorian sweet 
shop, and discover how the quest to 
satisfy our national sweet tooth 
transformed Britain. Guided by 


food historian Dr Annie Gray and social historian 
Emma Dabiri, the sweet-makers head to Blists Hill, 
Shropshire, to experience first-hand the life of 
confectioners in late 19th and early 20th century 
England. The team recreate a range of Victorian 
treats to stock their sweet shop, from jars of 
boiled sweets to their own version of 
fruit pastilles, and an enormous 
Easter egg. Last in the series. 

THURSDAY 

Who Do You Think You Are? 
BBC1, 9pm 

Emma Willis is the latest to take part in 
the popular genealogy 

documentary, in which famous 
faces trace their family trees. 
The TV presenter, who 
considers herself a true 
Brummie, is keen to learn 
more about her family in 
Birmingham, tracing back to 
Victorian times and her 
hard-working ancestor 
James Gretton, a local 
merchant. The Big Brother host 

then learns that 
her father’s 


Celebrity Big Brother: Live Launch, 
Tuesday, Channel 5, 9pm 


grandmother was born in Ireland. Surprised to hear 
of this new line of ancestry, Emma heads across to 
Dublin to find out more - but she is disturbed by 
what she learns. 

FRIDAY 

World Athletics Championships 2017 
BBC1,7pm 

Gabby Logan presents coverage of the opening 
night of events at The London Stadium in Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park, which will include the 
men’s 10,000m final, as well as the opening round 
of heats in the men’s 100m and women’s 1500m. 
Great Britain’s Mo Farah is expected to compete in 
the men’s 10,000m as he attempts to add to the 
tally of gold medals he has claimed in this event at 
both the 2012 and 2016 Olympic Games, and the 
2015 World Championships. Meanwhile, his 
compatriot Laura Muir will look to continue the 
incredible form that saw her win double gold in the 
1500m and 3,000m at the European Indoor 
Championships earlier this year, while the biggest 
star in athletics, Usain Bolt, will begin his quest for 
gold in his final appearance at this Championships. 
With commentary and analysis from Brendan 
Foster, Andrew Cotter, Steve Cram, Paula Radcliffe, 
Michael Johnson, Denise Lewis, Colin Jackson, and 
Steve Backley. 
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Key-Lime Catering is a family run business that operates 
throughout the West Midlands, the Black Country, Birmingham 
and Staffordshire. 

Our key aim is to ensure the catering aspect of your function runs 
smoothly and is as stress free as possible by providing a professional 
service with that all important personal touch. 

Some of our key clients include ITV Central, Express Insurance 
Group, Sandwell Leisure Trust, and Sandwell Social Services who 
we are very proud to be 
associated with. 

We also now offer a full barbecue and hog roast service, Street and 
festival food, Corporate Dinners and Lunches and lots more.... 

Call 0121 2911986 for more information 
on how we can best serve you. 






Flowers for all occasions 

We understand that this is your most special day, 
where every detail is important. 

Roses & Ribbons are wedding specialists and 
have flowers to suit all budgets. 

19 Howley Grange Road, Halesowen B62 0HN • 0121 421 2111 
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Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 


LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Pocket money 
makes very little 
difference (5,6) 

9. Joint invitation to 
cheer (3) 

10. Took the main 
course but possibly 
not a sweet (4,2,3) 

11. Area measures, out 
of doors (5) 

13. Is it for the fleet- 
footed? (4,3) 

14. Business concern 

( 6 ) 

16. Church worker 
with grave 
responsibilities (6) 

18. Fresh suet not 
exported (4,3) 

19. City of legendary 
character (5) 

20. A leader of opinion 

O) 

21. Sign held by 
Cleopatra (3) 

22. Be confident, sleep 
is guaranteed (4,7) 


Down 

2. Plan a letter to 
mother (3) 

3. Statute has two 
points that need 
cutting (5) 

4. Recent change of 
heart (6) 

5. Performer makes a 
start that is different 
(7) 



Sudoku 


Perhaps most agree 

■ 22 



it may well be an 

eyesore (9) 

A cutting response 

Quick Clues: 

Across 

Down 

(5,6) 

1. Solid (11) 

2. 

Employ (3) 

Bullet that meant 

9. Cereal plant (3) 

3. 

Inadequate (5) 

goodbye for 

10. Consideration (9) 

4. 

Sacred song (6) 

someone? (7,4) 

11. Swift (5) 

5. 

Drinking vessel (7) 

Insulting attack (9) 

13. Flow from (7) 

6. 

Excitement (9) 

Decrease one’s 

14. Option (6) 

7. 

Expertness (11) 

difficulties (4,3) 

16. Counsel (6) 

8. 

Self-reliant (11) 

Steps inside? (6) 

18. Rival (7) 

12. 

Persuasive speech (9) 

Paul and 1 cooked a 

19. Tinted (5) 

15. 

Prattle (7) 

foreign dish (5) 

20. Hold back (9) 

17. 

Look at (6) 

A swimmer comes 

21. Marshlands (3) 

19. 

Dogma (5) 

up for shelter (3) 

22. Plundering (11) 

21. 

Distant (3) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS: 


7 3 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Most; 3 Placated; 

9 Droplet; 10 Moult; 11 Catty remarks; 

13 Nought; 15 Adhere; 17 Schoolfellow; 

20 Icing; 21 Patient; 22 Canonise; 23 Rear. 

Down: 1 Medicine; 2 Stout; 4 Latter; 

5 Commandments; 6 Truckle; 7 Duty; 8 Play the 
organ; 12 Seawater; 14 Unction; 16 Elopes; 

18 Liege; 19 Zinc. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Rage; 

3 Treatise; 9 Sparing; 10 Catch; 11 Misinforming; 
13 Notify; 15 Allege; 17 Concomitance; 20 Begin; 

21 Aconite; 22 Tethered; 23 Heat. 

Down: 1 Resuming; 2 Glass; 4 Region; 5 
Accumulation; 6 Intense; 7 Echo; 8 Significance; 
12 Vehement; 14 Thought; 16 Impale; 18 Naive; 

19 Abet. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. Who was Surveyor of the Queen’s Pictures 
from 1945 to 1973? 

2. What is a tonka? 

3. To which family of mammals does the 
vicuna belong? 

4. Which planet’s year is equivalent to 84 of 
our years? 

5. Which country’s national assembly is the 
Cortes? 


6. In the Arabian Nights, who escapes from 
the Old Man of the Sea? 

7. What is the USA’s Beaver State? 

8. What type of tree is the sweet bay? 

9. What record fee did Manchester United 
pay for Andy Cole? 

10. Of which planet is Deimos a moon? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Apollo; 2 Weightlifting; 3 Hydrogen; 

4 Tiggy; 5 Pyongyang; 6 Very high frequency; 7 
Bronze Age; 8 Anthony Burgess; 9 Parkhurst; 
10 Carmen Miranda. 

Niner: PARTICLES 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


87553 

531264 

5789 


gives a religious man, 
gives a religious man, 
gives a poet. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 



SUITS JACKETS 
& TROUSERS 


HALF PRICE 
OR LESS 


Ivavitras 


RV^S MX 

from IncLia and a well known 
hrcmd in,the Midlands. 
Deals in Asian ladies suits 
Sarees • Kidswear • Menswear 
...and Much Much More! 


Special offers for 
Raksha Bandhan on 
ladies suits, sarees, 
anarkali suits, 
lehengas and much 
much more 


Fw- 


113 High Street, West Bromwich 
1/ A Virnr s Birmingham B70 <»\Y 

- (tnaieBBOse© 




iNET 

WEAR 


Whitcher Menswear 
Clothiers & Outfitters 

13 MARKET PLACE 
WEDNESBURY WS10 7AX 
0121 556 0062 

Casual Wear to Suits 






0121 502 1904 


Easy payment plans available 

Wide selection of Wedding Dresses 
to suit all sizes and budgets 

Tiaras/Accessories/Alterations 
SIZES FROM 6 TO 32 


48 Upper High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7HJ 
irifo@simonesbriM.co.uk 
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Plain sailinq - with luxuries on tap 


T his is the life! OK so it’s an 
expression I’ve nicked off 
a well-known TV and radio 
advert. But, unlike that, 

I am not referring to an 
expensive cruise. 

Remember the old days caravanning with the family, 
happy times, but would you want to go back to the 
cramped conditions and trekking across fields in the 
middle of the night to the washroom? No way! 

These days holiday sites and the latest mobile 
homes are more like being on a cruise ship - minus 
the sea of course! I recently spent a week in the New 
Forest area at Hoburne Bashley in a caravan that 
was sheer luxury. My husband and I admired the 
countryside as we weaved our way along the roads 
with the ponies on either side - or sometimes in the 
middle of the road. Well it is their home after all. 

The journey down there had been virtually trouble 
free in the sunshine and as we opened the door to our 
new home for the week the outlook got even brighter. 

Step inside this top-rated two bedroom mobile home 
- new for this season - and it is really is home from 
home with all the mod cons, including a dishwasher, 
washing machine, TV in each room and a beautifully- 
finished large lounge. 

But the best was yet to come. As I cornered out of 
the main bedroom to go into the en suite I found a 
lovely dressing area - something I would love to have 
at home - are you listening hubby! Combine that with 
the outside decking area, perfect for eating al fresco 
or relaxing with a glass of wine, and you can forget the 
cruise cabin, this suited me just fine. 

And there was so much to do on the site - indoor and 
outdoor swimming pools, tennis courts, a beautifully 



kept nine-hole golf course and plenty more for the little 
ones, as well as a restaurant on site and evening shows 
from the very talented entertainments team. 

I remember fondly previous holidays at the various 
Hoburne sites and although this time it was different 
with no little ones in tow it was lovely in a different way 
as two good friends joined us for a few days. In fact 
the company does also offer adult-only holidays but 
personally I love to see the kids enjoying themselves. 

We were lucky to have brilliant weather all week so 
ventured out to the many places nearby. Bournemouth 


is just down the coast. But we headed closer to the site 
to the lovely towns of Lymington and Ringwood and the 
nearby beaches. Of course we could not be in the area 
without visiting the popular Beaulieu Motor Museum, 
with the earliest motor carriages to classic family 
saloons, and its sister attraction, the unspoilt haven of 
Buckler’s Hard which remains a ‘living’ village. 

Closer to the site, in fact just down the road in New 
Milton, is the fascinating Sammy Miller Motorcycle 
Museum, well worth a visit. Don’t think that just because 
you are not an avid biking fan you won’t enjoy this as 


there are so many other items from across the years on 
show. On the way to shop at Ringwood we stopped off 
at the quaint village of Burley and spent a fun afternoon 
on the murder mystery trail. 

The last day, feeling energetic, we hired bikes 
from The Woods Cyclery in Lyndhurst and headed off 
through the forest. Back on site my husband went off to 
get yet MORE golf practice while I enjoyed unwinding in 
the sauna and jacuzzi. As I said this is the life! 

* For details go to www.hoburne.com 

SUE ATT WATER 


Bar & Grill 


Opening Earlier For The 

Mon - Fri pm Til 


Holidays! 


pm 



Large Play Area 


Ice Cream 


Slush Drinks 


Kids Menu 


Don’t Pull Your Hair Out! Bring The Kids Over 

FourWays Bar & Grill - Portway Hill, Rowley Regis, West Midlands B65 9DD 
Tel: 0121 559 4394 www.fourwaysbarandgrill.co.uk f fourwaysbarandgrill 


















33 


OOOQ 


with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

V* 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Apex Metal Sheds 


From only £199.99 plus £14.95 P&P 


Keep your garden equipment safe and 
protected with these fantastic sliding door 
apex metal sheds. Providing plenty of storage 
space for your tools, furniture and other 
items, these attractive sheds have sliding 
doors for easy access with space for a 
padlock for security. Built with a sturdy steel 
frame and panels for long-lasting durability 
and easy maintenance, there are also vents to 
increase airflow. 

Available in either light green or dark green, 
and in two sizes to suit your needs. The 7x4 
size measures L213 x W127 x H195cm and 
the 7x6 version measures L213 x W191 x 
H195cm. Home assembly required. Please 
note no base is included, but foundation kits 
are available separately. 

7x4 Apex Metal Shed £199.99 Was £399.99 
D9404 Light Green, G0171 Dark Green 
G0172 Foundation Kit for 7x4 Shed £32.99 
7x6 Apex Metal Shed £249.99 Was £499.99 
D9490 Light Green, G0173 Dark Green 
G0174 Foundation Kit for 7x6 Shed £32.99 




This powerful 400W telescopic hedge trimmer 
has an incredible reach of 2.9m (9ft 5in) when 
fully extended - perfect for tackling large 
hedges and shrubs without a ladder. The 
main shaft is constructed using rustproof 
fibreglass and the aluminium telescopic pole 
is strong and durable, yet light enough for 
comfortable use even at its longest extension. 
The razor-sharp 440mm double-action 
reciprocating blade has a maximum cutting 
length of 405mm and will effortlessly slice 
through stems up to 16mm in diameter. There 
is a shoulder strap for total stability and its 
rotating head has a range of 120 degrees. 
Weight: 4.2kg. 

D7490 Telescopic Electric Hedge Trimmer 

D6545 Ear Protectors £11.99 

D6546 Visor Shield £12.99 

D8211 100ml Trimmer Lubricating Oil £5.99 


Telescopic Electric 
Hedge Trimmer 


Only £84.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Willow Fence 
Screen Rolls 


From only £23.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Perfect for disguising fences, walls and bins; this 
willow screen can even be used to create private 
spaces in your garden for benches, tables, hot 
tubs and spas, or alternately use over arbours and 
pergolas to create soft shaded areas beneath. This 
screening is also great for adding height to existing 
walls and fences to improve privacy. Supplied as a 
four-metre roll, this willow screen is available in a 
variety of heights from one to two-metres, to allow 
different levels of privacy to suit everyone’s needs. 
Each roll is made from individual willow canes with 
an average width of 10mm per cane, widths may vary 
from 5mm to 15mm. Made from natural willow canes, 
this screen is both weatherproof and durable and can 
simply be installed using galvanised wire, cable ties, 
screws or nails (not included). The screening can be 
easily cut to the exact height you require. 

PLEASE NOTE: This is a natural product and 
there will be variations from roll to roll. We cannot 
guarantee each roll is identical. 

Specification: Individual willow canes may vary from 
5-15mm 

G0268 Willow Screen - 1 x 4m £23.99 Was £39.99 
G0269 Willow Screen - 1.2 x 4m £28.99 Was £44.99 
G0271 Willow Screen - 1.8 x 4m £41.99 Was £54.99 
G0272 Willow Screen - 2 x 4m £46.99 Was £59.99 




Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

74978 

Order online at 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 17th April 2017 and 17th July 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


I RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (74978), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 


I Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname 

! Address_ 


Postcode 


I Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

J I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No_ 

I My card number is: 

; i i i i i rr mi i i i in i i 11 i i i szm/m , E rm/m as rm 

I “Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box n if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

SIZES 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 

















































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

£4.95/£14.95 



Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, July 27, 2017 






































































Halesowen Chronicle 



Double Glazing 


Fencing 


Gardening 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


All building maintenance 
and DIY work undertaken 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
s Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 


PAINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 
O.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving, Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: I - -— 


mbelectric. co. uk ! 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 
Driver available 


01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 



Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Ins talled 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC i ("ZTl 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 
email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Misted Sealed Units? 


IUark (Emmtrg (Msrzxng, 


Contact US for a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 
8c Installers of 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our pustomer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 

/T /T CnesufU, eJJyiciesU A d 

w • that ufoWt c&it tlte. easitli S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

@ 01384 566100 


O 


www.blackcountryglazing.com 


CCTtafiR 


£ 


Driveway & Patio Cleaning 



Experienced and Friend 
based in Quarry Bank 

• Drive Cleaning 

• Patios & Pathways m 

• Re Sanding j 

• Re Sealing ^ 

• Tarmac Colour 

• Restoration 


Call now for a FREE quote 
07913 601138 01384 837183 
a 1 cleaning@virginmedia.com 


Driveways 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Checica 



KI 


Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 


LJEfrlFencing 

All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Plus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 

QUOTES - 

Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 
www.lbtfencing.co.uk 



Fencing & Gates 



AH Carden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over 15 years experience (Public liability covered) 



■Call Steve on| 

01384 242891 or 07976 300586 


JDC 

Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free Quotation Online 
No obligation 

01384 466950/ 
07944883248 

www.jdcdriveways.co.uk 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
'Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Roy's Mowing & Garden Maintenance 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


• Garden tidy up's 

• Bush/tree's/conifers/hedges cut or removed 

• No job too big or small 

• Special rates for OAP's 

• Gutters Cleaned 

• Fencing and Sheds Painted/Creo 

• Chipper Hire 

• Complete Garden Ripout 

• Rubbish Removal 

• Bush/Hedge and Tree Removal 

• Patios and Drives Jetwashed 


Please call: 0121 602 3815 / 07979 980951 



Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 


Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

Up and Over • Sectional 
Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 
• FREE Survey & Quotation 


www. dbsh utters, co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378' 




LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07706 - 747960 



R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 



Household Appliances 


Flooring 


AktuMUmm 


CALL NOW 

QUOTE: TRADE DECKING 

LIMITED STOCK 


DUAL PATTERN 
REDWOOD DECKING 

EX 38 x 150mm (33x142) 

Top selling high quality deck 
board that is made from slow- 
grown Scandinavian Pine. 
Pressure treated for longer life 
and to help resist rot. 


OLDBURY DEPOT 

Dudley Road 

Oldbury 

Birmingham 

West Midlands 

B69 3DA 

T: 0121 533 5428 

F: 0121 544 7186 

E: birmingham@laver.co.uk 



and all White Goods 


"Don’t go 
and buy a 
new one , 
get it 
repairedJ 




[Dtmmni© 

41a Hagley Mall, Cornbow Centre 


0121 5509800 
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MOT 


with this advert 


Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 ou 

0121 559 6001 MOT 


E3 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 



Greenlab Pest Control Ltd 

A Local Established Company 

Don’t let insects 
and rodents ruin 
your summer! 

Call the professionals 


Tel: 01384 829115 
Freephone -0800 953 0093 
Mobile: 07913 355290 

www.greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 


DHPUMIIS 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs 10 
complete rooms 

GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 

0121 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 


Plumbing 


U S E H O L D- 

_ _ M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 

www.household-plumbing.co.iJ 


Specialists 



5ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD? 

City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 

• Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios • Landscaping 

• Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing • Fencing and Decking 

• Power Washing • 5 year guarantee FREE estimate • 15 years experience 

• Fully insured • Resinbond Drives. 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web:wwwacepavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email:acepavingservices@outlook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, C 0 V •> 
Ml Halesowen B63 2QB Culdt 


Plumbing & Heating 




DOMESTIC 4 Gt.HE.frAL 

HEATING 


GET A NEW WORCESTER BOSCH 
BOILER FITTED BEFORE WINTER 
AND SAVE £1OOS NOW!!!! 
VOUCHER CODE: Julyl 7D&G 



Dciie is nerei 

IE 


Summer Mega Sale fe Heref 

I 

Call Free on 08000 786085 


We give you finance options 
We will give you a fixed price to 
save £ 100's and can even install 
the very next day 
We give you a live phone quote 
so you dont waste time with 
pushy sales people 
We give you upto 10 years warranty 


Bilston Industrial Estate, 
Oxford Street, 
Wolverhampton WV14 7EG 

www.dgheating.org.uk 01902 405000 



KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICES 

Specialists in _ 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 

CONTRACT '^"DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns _ 

Quality Workmanship 

■s Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
^or 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pmy 



SERVICES 

if 

ft 

f AII types of General Repairs 
! to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 

decorating 

] Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 


T' 1 

» No Job Too Small 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



Roofing 


ALL 


772 W] 




\ 


ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 


Vl'LLL Llz/d^KY 
<£LeKULUL£ luTfr.VI- 



Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


elite'p'lastTcs. 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



Window Specialists 


Full Window 
Wizard, Services 
Available 


• Misted Units 
Replaced 

• Broken Hinges 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY | VALUE | SERVICE - 


Call for further details 
0121 421 7001 



Buy and 
sell with 

ClassifiedsAds 




1. Visit our 

ClassifiedAds website 

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



2. Call our Classified sales 
team on 01902 317 878 

L_ A 



3. Self Serve - 
Create your own advert 
in print and online - visit: 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, July 27, 2017 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


monumental 

masons 


Halestone 
I Memorials 

I Modern and traditional memorials 


[Or visit our showroom at 

Somers Road, 
Halesowen B62 8EN 

www.halestonememorials.co.uk’ 


lost & found 


LOST —male, ginger, chipped cat, 
neutered, from Wombourne 
area. Very friendly. 07846 632914. 




OAKTREE MOBILITY 
ADJUSTABLE SINGLE BED 


with foam mattreess, never 
used, as new, cost £2000. 

Sell £500. 

01902 893721. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



Leisure 
k Time 





$ 


RIVERCRUISER 23FT 


No outboard, no trailer, 
thousands spent. 

Call for details, 

£1,500 ono. 

07855 370328. 



TRAILER TENT CONWAY 
CAMBRIDGE 240 DL 


4-berth, awning, 
stove and sink, 
many extras. 

£450. 

01902 754015. 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433 

ABBEY VOGUE GTS 215 

two berth. 

Excellent condition. 

One onwer, 

Must be seen. 

£4,500 ono. 

Telephone 01384 236477. 

We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


LOOK 


CITROEN RELAY 

2004, two berth camper, hot 
and cold water, shower, 
cassette toilet, fully equipped, 
nice condition inside ana out, 

new MoT. 

£6,500. 


07496 172252. 



HIGHLEY PARK HOME 

12 month residential site. Park 
home lodge between Bewdley 


and Bridgnorth. 

Fabulous views own garden 
and drive way 

£89,950 
07774 715830. 

PRE-OWNED CARAVAN with 
decking. Inc all 2017 site fees, full 
12 month season. Payment options 
available (T&Cs). £10,995. Call 
Paul on 07960 944721 for details. 



SITED NEAR BEWDLEY 

Static mobile home. On site 
clubhouse, swimming pools, 
superb views. 

£ 20 , 000 . 

07717 090817. 


SWIFT STATIC MOBILE 

Home, 2 beds, 6 berth, CH, DG, 
galv chassis, Newquay, Wales, 
small quiet site, sea views, 
decking, 2017/18 fees paid. 
Mint condition. 

£13,995 ono 
07773474029 



WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 

www.tscaravansandmotorhomes.co.uk 


WANTED 

MOTORHOME/CARAVAN 

Any make, model, year or 
condition. 

Cash paid 
Private buyer. 

Please call with details 
07376 393703. 



IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


holidays 


self catering ' 

s , holidays 


BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 

\ 

travel abroad 

V___ 

READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 



\ 

massage 


MOBILE Aromatherapy Massage 

Therapist Home / Hotel. To book 
appointments call 07437 569187. 


what’s on 


markets 


STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 

At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 24th May 

07957 399964 y 

\ 


3 

Home & 
Services 



AS NEW unused TV cabinet, 2 glass 
doors, £80 o.n.o. 

0121 520 7749 



ADVERTISERS ARE 


REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 

between Private and Trade. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



A Genuine Lady Buyer! 

Cash paid £300+ per ounce for 9 car¬ 
at scrap gold. Any amount collected! 

Sovereigns £200+ each, Watches, 
Coins, Medals & more 

Highly Recommended! 

* 01922 495066 or 07971 78320& 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 




A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS / 
LORRIES / TOY SOLDIERS 

Air fix, Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 
Spot on, Tri-ang. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 327897 
or 07976 691563. 


ALL MILLITARIA ITEMS 
FROM WARS WANTED BY 
COLLECTOR 

Swords, medals, helmets etc, 
single or full items. 
German, Japenese, British. 
Will collect. 

Cash paid 
07511 500337. 


AUTO MEMORABILIA 
WANTED 
SHELL, ESSO, 
CASTROL ETC 
ALSO 

GARAGE CLEARANCES 

Old Enamel Signs, 
Petrol Cans, 

Old Jugs, 

Classic Car Parts, 

Bikes and Motorbikes. 

Anything old. 

**TOP PRICES PAID** 
01384 836219/07891 713547 


alarms/security j 

PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 

12 Months Warranty 

All areas covered 

All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 

\ 

building services 

v 

DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592/07837 994465 

building supplies 

v 

QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 

\ 

fencing 

V 

. PORT WRU 

<9 FENCING 

SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £69 S 

Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 

0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 

Sat 8am - 1 2noon Ovv/rvflll^ 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury 1 iVi I jL -* 


gardening ^ 

V services 

GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 

'N 

gas fitting 

v 

READERS ARE ADVISED 

To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 

being on the Gas Safe Register. 

house clearances 

v 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 


; \ 

plastering 


RECORDS WANTED 

50’s, 60’s, 70’s, Rock, Punk, 
Rock / Roll, Jazz / 90’s Indie. 

Collections bought. 

Music Memorabilia, Promo 
Posters, autographs, etc, etc. 

Top prices paid. 
Telephone 07966 252439. 


SPECTRUM GAMES Wanted, plus 
any old Crash magazines wanted, 
also any old your Sinclair maga¬ 
zines. 01902 892918. 



NEFF BUILT IN ELECTRIC Oven, 
stainless steel, 3 years old, very 
clean, genuine reason, must 
collect, £90 ono. 07530 362965. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 



M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 
STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 
Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 

\ 

removals 

V___ 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 

N 

rubbish removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 

“ 'N 

skip hire 




All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery iasler than a phone call!!! [ 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 



Pets & 
Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 


Please be aware that when 


purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 

Farmer: 


1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 


2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 


3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 

Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 

MULTICROSS PUPPIES 2 girls, 2 
boys, various colours, £75. 

07722 663466. 

SPRINGER SPANIEL puppies, 
ready now, 2 dogs, 1 bitch, £300. 
07507 753350 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 




NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


FLAT TO LET 
WEDNESFIELD 

Fully furnished, refurbished to 
high standard, with off road 
parking, would suit working 

gent, age 45+. 

£85pw. 

01902 304258. 


Business & 


Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 



SMALL FLAT fully equipped, refur¬ 
bished, suit mature male. £95pw + 
some services. 07715 603357. 


L 


SMART SINGLE ROOMS in Shared 
house, Netherton. £85 p.w. inc. 
bills. No DSS. 2 weeks deposit. 
07940 116130. 


THREE BEDROOM Finchfield, CH, 
garage space, modernised. Two 
toilets, £600 pern. 01902 335683. 



MOBILE HOME FOR SALE 



WINDOW CLEANER 
RYDALE CLEANING 
SERVICES 

(RYDALE WINDOWS AND 
CONSERVATORIES) 


6 

Property 


properties 

wanted 


RESIDENTIAL RETIREMENT 
SITE 

Knowlesands, Bridgnorth. 
Atlas 39ft, 2 bedroom. 

1 en suite. 

Beautiful views across River 
Severn Valley and Severn 
Valley Railway runs at rear of 
sight. 

For inquires call 
07976 090870. 


We are now recruiting an 
enthusiastic window cleaner to 
join our team in the Halesowen 
area. The position will be 
working on domestic 

properties. This is an exciting 
opportunity for the right 
person. Experience essential. 

Full Driving Licence. 

Good rates of pay. 


Please contact 
0800 917 6060 
or 07990 527616 


r FASrCASH 

’ FOR YOUR PROPERTY. 


K 

* 


tfl 


rp 



Reposessions stopped 
Houses bought in any condition 

CASH PAID WITHIN DAYS! 


Legal fees paid 
Probate Estates Welcome 
Mortgages / Loans Cleared 


freephone 


08001216007 0AKW00D 


HOMEBIIYERS 


Friendly, local company here to help you 7 days a week. Est. 10 years. 



| You agree the price, we buy the house... 

NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 
FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 


GXD® 


PI 384 5110 500 
















































































































































































01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


Classified Ads 37 


i i i i 
IMPERIALCARS 


Love 

Cars? 


V 


ii 


Come play 
with ours 


Due to the continued expansion of the Nation's favourite and 
fastest growing Used Car Dealer Group; Imperial Cars will be 
holding a recruitment day for Workshop Technicians, Aftersales 
Manager, Service Advisors and Sales Executives on Wednesday 
9th August 2017 at the Copthorne Hotel, Merry Hill, Dudley 
DY5 1UR. 

If you want to move forward with your career and join a rapidly 
expanding company that can offer you world class training, 
industry leading remuneration packages, and genuine 
opportunities for career progression, why not come and visit us 
at our Recruitment Event where you can meet our team. 

If this appeals to you then apply now to arrange an interview at 
our Recruitment Event on the 9th August. Visit our website 
imperialcars.co.uk and click on the banner at the top of the 
home page. 

Halesowen 

Technicians | Aftersales | Service | Sales 



BIRMINGHAM: 25-26 SEPT & 30 N0V.-1 DEC. 4 
STOKE: 2-3 SEPT. TELFORD: 23-24 OCT. 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 16-17 SEPT. 


Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 


For more info 

or to book: WWW. 


geopace. 


HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community - MOD 


RETIRED TIME SERVED 
CARPENTER/JOINER 

Requires casual / part time 
work. 

Own van / tools. 

Telephone 01384 375672 
or 07527 360303. 


A 


Motoring 


Ml 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


FORD FIESTA ZETEC 

65 reg, 1 owner, 8,000 miles, 
5dr, 1.25, bluetooth dab radio, 
all electrics, alloys, non smoker, 

showroom condition, 

£ 6 , 200 . 

07404 661710. 



FORD FIESTA 1.25 PETROL 

September 2014. 

5 door. 

Deep Impact Blue. 

9,000 miles. FSH. 

Air Con. Heated windscreen. 
Spare tyre. 

Manufacturers warranty to 
Sept. 

£7,250. 

07837 964826. 



1400, 5Dr hatchback, grey 
metallic, 2010, MoT January 
2018, fsh, excellent condition, 
one previous keeper, extras, 

alloys, CD, mats, etc. 

£4,495 ono. 

07739 267589. 


msmm 

FORD FOCUS ZETEC 

2009, 1.6, black, 5 door, 
hatchback, 67,000 miles, new 
shape, alloy wheels, air con, 
electrics, alarm. 

£2,795. 

07733 304915. 



FORD FUSION ZETEC 


2012, 1.4 5dr, excellent 
condition, 7 months MoT, 2 
owners from new, only 39,000 

miles, CD player, FSH. 

£3,850. 

07754 703586. 



FORD MONDEO EDGE 
ESTATE TDCi 

2009, black, ABS, 1753cc, 
70,000 miles, 10 months MoT, 
tinted windows, new cam belt, 
fsh, two owners, very good con¬ 
dition. 



MINI COOPER 

2009, 1.6, 2 owners, 85,000 
miles, fsh, radio CD, a/c, 
Bluetooth, super condition. 
£3,995. 

01902 850622. 


MUST BE SEEN 


NISSAN NOTE SE 

Grey, 07 reg, 12 months MoT, 
37,000 miles from new. 
First to see will buy. 

£1,695 ono. 
07948146611. 


SPORTY MODEL 


NISSAN Z350 

Automatic 

Gun metal grey with matching 
red leather. 

2003 

Import model 

Usual refinements, 90k miles, 
FSH, excellent condition. 

£4,999 ono. 

May part ex. 

07836 204450. 


deolsuk@hotmail.co.uk 



PEUGEOT 308 SPORTIUM 

1.6. 5 door. 2011 (11). 
Two owners from new. 


FSH (74,000 miles). 

Full MoT. Alloys. 

A/C. Immaculate throughout. 
£2,995. 

07970 705466. 



RENAULT CLIO 
DYNAMIQUE TOM TOM 1.2 

2010, MoT, 


low mileage, 
AC, alloy wheels, 
EW, immaculate, 
economical. 


£2,900 ono 
07754 557861. 



VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4SRi 

3dr, white, 42,000 miles, usual 
SRi refinements, fsh, MoT June 
2018, lady owner, new car, 

reason for sale, 

£4,500 ono. 


07855 370328. 



VW FOX 

2007, 1.4, Petrol, 
84,000 miles, FSH, 
One Previous Owner, 
Electric Windows, A/C, 


Superb Condition. 

£1,675 ono 
07977 939497. 



VW JETTA 1.6 FSIS 


Petrol, 2009, one owner, 
63,000 miles, full VW service 
history, alloys, a/c, radio/CD, 2 

keys, super condition. 

£3,295 ono. 


07960 995748. 



BMW 318SE AUTO 


52 Reg., 

101k, fsh, 
black, 

black leather interior, 
engine fault, 

12 months MoT. 
£650. 

07775 747929. 



CAMPUS CLIO 

2006, 45,000 miles, 2 Door, 
MoT until October, lOOOcc, 
good runner, paintwork needs 
some TLC. 

£600 ono 
Call 07709 539798 


IDFAl 

FIRST CAR 


CITROEN SAXO DESIRE 

1.1,52 plate. 

Genuine 29,000 miles. 

One lady owner from new, FSH, 
MoT till September 2017, 
central locking, sunroof, electric 
front windows. 

Good clean condition. 
£750. 

07866 026935. 



FORD KA 


2002, 72,780 Miles, Blue, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, fsh, 
alarm, long MoT, metallic paint, 
central locking, pas 

£450.00 ono 


01902 337371 



FORD MONDEO 


1800 PETROL 

2007 plate, Ten months MoT, 
CL, PAS. 

Service history. 

£675. 

07572 687123. 


BARGAIN 


KIA CARENS 1991CC 

1991 cc, diesel, MoT 
December, alloys, clean car, 

£400 ono. 


01902 495079. 



MERCEDES CLK320 AUTO 


SPORT COUPE 

1998, 

good condition, 
leather trim, average miles. 
MoT, drives nicely. 

£945 ono. 

07462 766144. 



PEUGEOT 206 


2003, 75,382 Miles, Blue, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, fsh, 
alarm, long MoT, central 
locking, pas 

£600.00 ono 

01902 337371 



RENAULT CLIO 


Great condition, 2004, 67,800 
miles, black, alloys, sunroof and 
2 keys. Long MOT and service 
history and 2 previous lady 
owners. Perfect first car! 
£1,150 ono 
07976667465 


BARGAIN 


RENAULT SCENIC 1.4 

W Reg., silver, 

MoT to November, 
alloys, 

needs slight attention but 
drives well. 

Good condition. 

£290 or very near offer. 
07498 288103. 


BARGAIN 


ROVER 25 

02 plate 

12 months MoT, 
80,000 miles 
Very good condition 
2 owners from new 

£575 ono. 
07954 437625. 



VAUXHALL ACTIVE MARIVA 

2006, 83,000 Miles, sliver, elec¬ 
tric windows, air baa, electric 
mirrors, air con, fsh, alarm, long 

MoT 

£1,300 ono 

07984518468 



VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.4 

2008, MoT May 2018, 
71,000 miles, AC, RCL, PAS, 
two former keepers. 

£1,450. o.n.o. 


07923132859. 



WANTED, CLASSIC Car. Private 
cash buyer. Any condition, anything 
considered. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 



FORD TRANSIT 350, 2007, tail lift 
Luton, 70,000 miles, SH, new MoT, 
£5,500. 07496 172252. 


FORD TRANSIT 350 pickup, 2004, 
13ft body, tail lift, new MoT, £2,495. 
07496 172252. 

FORD TRANSIT PICKUP 

K reg, new tyres, new clutch, 
seven months MoT, very good 

runner, 

£1,200 ono. 

07594 269837. 


MUST BE SEEN 


HONDA VFR 800 

2000, Anniversary Model, many 
extras including stainless 
exhaust, 27,000 miles, MoT to 

October, very good condition. 

£2,100 

or very near offer. 

01952 813039. 
SUZUKI GSX650F 

2010, black with fitted extras, 
1 1,000 miles, very good 

condition, 

£3,195 ono. 

01384 237160 or 07944 
242262. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 

ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



THULE HIRE 
& SALES 


Roof Boxes, Roof Bars 
and Cycle carriers. 

BEST PRICES. 

Wolves Hire 
01902 746723 

Tettenhall Road, WV6 OLE 



Local 

Information 





LEGAL/PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

For convenience you may fax 
any advertising requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


Licensing Act 2003 

Notice of application for a Club 
Premises Certificate (Section 71 of 
the Act) 

Name of applicant or Club: The Yeltz 
Bar of Old Hawne Lane, Halesowen, 
West Midlands B63 3TB. 

Statement of Relevant Licensable 
Activities or Relevant Qualifying Club 
Activities which it is proposed will be 
carried on or from the premises. 

The Yeltz Bar has submitted an 
application to Dudley Council to obtain 
a club premises certificate. 

The Yeltz Bar opening times will be: 
Monday to Friday -11.00 to midnight 
Saturday -11.00 to 1.00 
Sunday -11.00 to midnight 
Christmas Eve -19.00 to midnight 
New Years Eve -19.00 to 3.00 
New Years Day, Good Friday, Easter 
Monday, May Bank Holiday, Spring 
Bank Holiday, Summer Bank Holiday 
-19.00 to midnight 

The full application can be inspected 
by contacting the Licensing Section 
(see below) between the hours of 
9.00am and 4.30pm (Monday to Friday 
except public holidays). An on-line 
summary of the application can be 
viewed on www.dudlev.aov.uk . 

Any representations by a Responsible 
Authority or Interested Party must be 
made in writing between: 19.7.2017 
and 15.8.2017. 

to Assistant Director of Law & 
Governance, Licensing Services, Unit 
1 Hurst Business Park, Narrowboat 
Way, Brierley Hill DY51UF. 

It is an offence knowingly or 

recklessly to make a false statement 

in connection with an application 

and the maximum fine for which 

a person is liable on summary 

conviction for the offence is £5.000. 


10 

Personals 





★ ★★ 
A LOVNG, GENUINE, 
CARING 


easy going man 61 years old 
WLTM person for Relationship. 

Box Number P20869, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


FEMALE 53 

Nice, fun, chatty with GSOH, 
looking for female Friends for 
girly nights and days out, meals, 
dancing etc. 

Stourbridge, Brierley hill and 
surrounding areas. 

Box Number P20872 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 
WIDOW, 70’S 

Honest, solvent, GSOH, enjoys 
days/meals out, cinema, music, 
travel UK or abroad and chat 
and laugh in company, WLTM 

person for friendship. 

Box Number P20870, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 


Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 



FC PERTON FA CHARTER 
STANDARD CLUB 

Require 

UlO’s to form a new team. 

Also required 

Quality under 15’s, to add to 
existing squad. 
Contact Paul on 
07592 065735. 


BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 



ClassifiedAds 
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Nissan offers a Bose personal audio system with speakers fitted in the headrests 



The car has semi-autonomous safety functionality including Intelligent Lane Intervention 


By Leon Poultney 

Nissan will complete the line-up of its 
all-new Micra range with the arrival of an 
entry-level 1,0-litre, 71 hp three-cylinder 
petrol engine variant. 

The new model, which will be available 
in Visia, Visia+, Acenta, N-Connecta and 
Teknatrim levels, will start at £11,995 and 
rise to to £17,435 for the most expensive 
models. 

According to Nissan, the lower powered 
petrol engine will account for around 15 per 
cent of all Micra sales in the UK and for 20 
per cent of sales in Europe, with customers 
enticed by the low price tag and affordable 
running costs. 

Clean 

Unfortunately, performance prowess isn’t 
the little Micra’s strongest point, with this 
engine taking 16.4 seconds to get to 62mph 
and managing just 98mph in terms of top 
speed. 

However, it remains relatively clean, emitting 
103g/km of C02 and returning a respectable 
61.4mpg on the combined cycle. 

But the majority of customers in the UK are 
expected to part with an extra £970 for the 
90hp 0.9-litre turbocharged petrol engine. 

This model boasts 150Nm of torque, 
meaning its performance figures are more 
impressive, hitting 0-62 in 12 seconds, while it 
is also more economical - managing 64.2mpg 
claimed and emitting 99g/km of C02. 

In addition to the petrol engines, there is 
a 1.5-litre, 90hp four-cylinder diesel model, 
which went on sale earlier this year. 


New Micra has already impressed with 
its bold styling and athletic exterior, which 
is now longer, wider and lower than ever 
before, while two-tone soft touch materials 
have been used extensively inside to 
ensure the cabin feels like a more premium 
offering. 

In addition to this, Nissan offers a Bose 


personal audio system, which features 
speakers built in to the headrests, as well 
as advanced semi-autonomous safety 
functionality that have not previously been 
seen in this segment. 

This includes Intelligent Lane Intervention, 
which gently corrects the Micra back on to the 
right path should it be required. 


New Micra has impressed with its bold styling and athletic interior 



6IEII CltS. 6IEIIPBICIS. BRUT MUSBI 


OUR SPICIAI OFFERS!!!!! 

WAS NOW 

1564 CASCADASE2.0CDTI2DR CONVERTIBLE NOUGAT SILVER 25,000 MILES ...£11,995 £11,795 

1414 CASCADASE2.0CDTI2DR CONVERTIBLE DEEP SKY BLUE 9,850 MILES .£12,695 £11,995 

1363 VW GOLF TECH GT2.0TDI CONVERTIBLE WHITE 37,000 MILES .£12,695 £12,495 

1515 BMW 330DXDRIVEM SPORT AUTO BLACK 31,600 MILES .£21,495 £20,995 

1363 VW BEETLE SPORT 2.0TDI 3DR METALLIC BLUE 20,500 MILES SUNROOF . £11,995 

1262 ANTARASE2.2CDTI 4X4 CARBON FLASH 25,300 MILES .£9,295 £8,995 

1414 AMPERA P0SITIV 1.4 AUTO 5DR METALLIC GREY 10,200 MILES “ELECTRIC”...£15,295 £14,995 

1414 NISSAN NOTE ACENTA PREMIUM 1.5DCI METALLIC BLUE 22,400 MILES .£7,295 £6,995 

1262 HYUNDAI 1X35 2.0CRDI PREMIUM METALLIC BLUE 32,100 MILES .£12,695 £11,695 

1363 ASTRA TECHLINE 2.0CDTI5DR DEEP SKY BLUE 31,300 MILES SAT NAV .£8,995 £7,895 


WAS NOW 

363 ADAM SLAM 1.4 3DR RED N ROLL BLACK ROOF 27,200 MILES .£7,695 £6,995 

515 ADAM ROCKS “AIR” 1.4 LET IT BLUE 13,700 MILES “OPEN TOP MOTORING” £10,495 £8,995 

414 ADAM GLAM 1.4 3DR PURPLE FICTION WHITE ROOF 12,800 MILES .£8,595 £7,795 

414 FORD FIESTA ZETEC 1.0 ECO BOOST 5DR RED 29,200 MILES .£7,995 £7,650 

717 ZAFIRA TOURER ELITE 2.0CDTI AUTO SUMMIT WHITE DELIVERY MILES ....£19,995 £18,695 

414 ZAFIRA TOURER EXCLUSIVE 2.0CDTI FLIP CHIP SILVER 19,400 MILES .£10,995 £9,995 

717 C0RSASE 1.4 AUTO 5DR DEEP SKY BLUE 450 MILES ONLY . £12,495 

565 C0RSA ENERGY 1.2 3DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 6,100 MILES ONLY .£7,995 £7,295 

515 C0RSA DESIGN 1.2 3DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 21,500 MILES .£6,995 £6,395 

717 C0RSA STING 1.4 3DR FLAME RED DELIVERY MILES LAST 3 LEFT. . £8,995 


MANY MANY MORI CARS ON 
SITE, YESY PRIMES WELCOME! 


T Wall Garages 

01384 288333 

www.twall.co.uk 


High Street, Pensnett, 
Kingswinford 
DY6 8XB 


Award winning family-run business - established 1953 
1 Mile from Russells Hall, Hospital, towards Kingswinford 




VAUXHALL 































39 



Peter Boland and his successful Alcobendas youth team in his adopted home of Spain 


Peter with team-mates during his last game for the Alcobendas first team 



Peter is a now passing on his experience of the game 



Peter with a team-mate from the veteran’s XV 


Black Country man has 
Spain hooked on rugby 


IN the shadow of legendary football club 
Real Madrid, one Black Country man is 
helping to popularise a different sport in 
Spain’s capital. 

Football reigns as the national sport in Spain 
but rugby is gaining a foothold thanks to the 
help of Wolverhampton-born Peter Boland, 
who has called the country home for half his 
life. 

The 53-year-old’s influence on the game of rugby in 
his adopted home has seen him become recognised as 
one of the top 50 most influential people in the sport 
in the country. 

Boland, who was born in Wolverhampton and went 
to school in Wednesfield, is head coach of a junior 
side at Alcobendas Rugby, based in Madrid, and has 
turned them into Spanish champions. 

His knowledge of the game, which he picked up in 
the Black Country, is regarded so highly in Spain he 
has been asked to advise the Spanish Rugby Union 
about how to grow the sport nationally. 

Influential 

Remarkably, Boland was playing in Spain’s top 
rugby division up until he was 48 which earned him 
applause. 

He has been recognised by Spanish rugby magazine 
‘From 22’ who paid tribute to him and ranked him as 
the 46th most influential rugby person in the country. 

Boland, who lives with his Spanish wife and three 
children, called it ‘flattering’ to have been featured in 
the publication. 

He said: “I only got involved in Spanish rugby 
around 11 years ago. For the magazine to place me 
in the top 50 contributors to the sport, because of my 
playing and coaching and contribution, it has given 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Jamie Brassington 


“They said they had a veter¬ 
ans team, but I said I wanted 
to play again. I played in the 
top Spanish divisions until I 
was 48.” 


me huge satisfaction and is very flattering.” 

Boland got into rugby during his time at Ward’s 
Bridge Secondary School, back in Wednesfield, thanks 
to the influence of his teachers. 

He played for his school team before turning out 
to represent Staffordshire, and during his time at 
Leeds University - where he studied a degree in mod¬ 
ern languages in French and Spanish - he played for 
Walsall. 

His university course saw him spend time in Spain 
and France. After graduating he went into the mar¬ 
keting industry, where he lived between London and 
Madrid. 

Through work, he moved to Spain in 1995 where he 
met his wife and built his life. 

Boland lives around 30 miles outside Madrid, but 
the club that he coaches at, Alcobendas, and his work, 
are based in the capital. 

His working life put a hold on his playing career in 
1995 and he didn’t start turning out again until 2006. 

“But at the ripe old age of 42 I turned up to Alco¬ 


bendas saying I wanted to play again,” said Boland. 
“They said they had a veterans team, but I said I 
wanted to play again. I played in the top Spanish di¬ 
visions until I was 48. 

“That put me on the (rugby) scene. I was recog¬ 
nised as a Brit who had integrated into Spanish life 
and started playing the highest level of rugby at 42.” 

After retiring from the first team, Boland turned to 
coaching a youth team at the club. His side, who were 
at under-12 level at the time, went on to beat London 
Irish during a friendly match - a result that surprised 
the opposition. 

But Boland, whose 13-year-old son plays junior 
rugby for the club, has not completely hung up his 
boots. 

He still plays at veterans level and represents the 
Spanish veterans side. In his younger days he used 
to play as a prop, but he moved to a hooker following 
advice from his former coaches. 

University 

He is also providing a helping hand to the ruling 
body. 

“Last year the Spanish Rugby Union had asked for 
advice, I work professionally in marketing and I teach 
at a university here,” added Boland. 

“For the last eight months, I have been advising 
Spanish rugby to build a strategic plan to build up 
rugby in Spain.” 

But rugby is still a small sport in Spain? 

“That is changing,” he said. 

“What happens in Britain, most schools play rugby 
and/or football. But it is not in the curriculum in 
Spain and it is down to clubs to get kids involved. 

“But rugby is growing by 20 per cent a year in 
Spain, there are now around 50,000 registered play¬ 
ers.” 


Himley to shine a 
light on proceedings 

HIMLEY are to further enhance their reputation as one of the leading 
lights on the club cricket scene. The Stourbridge Road club are set to break 
new ground by hosting a Birmingham League clash under floodlights. 

The club’s second XI will entertain Halesowen in a Premier Division Two 
game on Saturday, August 26, starting at 3pm. 

First team skipper Greg Wright, one of the leading lights behind the 
club’s Black Country T20 spectacular, said: “As a club we are proud to be 
staging the game and pleased to be pushing the boundaries for club cricket. 

“We put the idea to the Birmingham League and they were prepared to 
go with it. It will be interesting to see the contrast between batting first and 
then batting under lights in the longer format of the game.” 

The Black Country T20 competition,will see Himley, Brewood, Wolver¬ 
hampton, Stourbridge and Halesowen and a Staffs Clubs select XI do battle 
from August 21-26. More floodlit action follows on August 27 when four 
sides compete in finals day of the NatWest Under-19s Staffs Club T20. 


Players in swing for 
golf day fundraiser 

MORE than 80 golfers took to the fairways to a building society raised 
more than £5,500 for a local health and wellbeing charity. 

The West Brom staged its annual sporting fundraiser at The Stafford¬ 
shire Golf Club, near Wombourne, in aid of its nominated charity, the Ka¬ 
leidoscope Plus Group. 

Business partners, suppliers and staff joined forces to form 20 teams 
who did battle in a stableford competition, won by insurance broker AJ 
Gallagher. There were nearest the pin and longest drive challenges, while 
a raffle was also held to raise additional funds. 

The West Brom’s David Taylor, who helped to organise the event, said: 
“Our golf day is always very popular and the number of entrants is growing 
every year. All the players enjoyed themselves and to raise £5,500 for the 
Kaleidoscope Plus Group was a great effort from everyone who took part.” 

Monica Shafaq, Kaleidoscope’s chief executive, said: “The golf day repre¬ 
sents a terrific start to our partnership with the West Brom.” 


Shelley shows class 
to increase his lead 

ANOTHER four race wins ensured Burntwood race ace Lloyd Shelley 
walked away from Darley Moor with a second clean sweep. 

Shelley - who has now won a staggering eight straight races at the last 
two meetings - increased his lead in two classes at the Derbyshire circuit. 

The meeting included some fantastic battles out on track throughout the 
23 race programme, none more so than the duels between Shelley in the 
two Formula 600 and Sound of Thunder class races against Nottingham’s 
Tom Fisher. The results leave Shelley on 54 points in both classes, 12 points 
ahead of Steven Procter in the Formula 600 and 24 in front of Jamie Med- 
hurst in the Sound of Thunder. 

Anthony Eades and his Wolverhampton passenger Keith Box took the 
Open Sidecar honours on each occasion, recording two overall fifth places. 
The results sees the pair maintain their class lead on 54 points, with Brian 
Wilson and Mike Fairhurst second (32) and Ray Thomas and Neil Aslaksen 
(21) third. Dudley’s Mark Cockerton is second in the Classic 350 class. 
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Black country man converting 
Spain into an oval ball nation 
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Greenwood 
injury mars 
Cradley night 

CRADLEY finished with a flourish to see 
off Stoke 54-35 on Monday, but ended 
the night with concerns over the fitness 
of Dan Greenwood. 

Number three Greenwood fell in heat 
12 at Monmore with the red lights al¬ 
ready on for a previous incident, hurting 
his left shoulder which contains a metal 
plate from a past injury. 

It marred a stellar show from the 
Motor Market Heathens, who were 
pushed all the way until a trio of 5-Is 
saw them gallop away. Danny Ayres 
bagged a five-ride full maximum with 
skipper Tom Perry remaining unbeaten 
by an opponent. 

Ayres was within a second of the Na¬ 
tional League track record in a consum¬ 
mate victory before Conor Dwyer led a 
second 3-3. Greenwood slipped out of 
contention on turn two of heat three 
having ran very wide while Tony Atkin 
edged Stoke ahead. Perry led another 
3-3, matched by Mitchell Davey in heat 
five. 

Paul Burnett was excluded for run¬ 
ning Luke Harris into the fence in heat 
six. With Ayres in front in the re-run, 
Heathens were on a 5-1 until Harris hit 
the fence on turn four. 

The hosts moved in front when Perry 
roared away and Dwyer passed David 
Wallinger for a 4-2. A maximum pushed 
Cradley five ahead with Greenwood 
leading home Lawlor. Ayres’ third win 
extended the gap. Perry made in three 
out of three then Cradley’s Ayres and 
Perry cruised in heats 13 and 15, Lawlor 
and Dwyer emulating them in between. 

Four-wicket victory 
sets Halesowen up 
to take on leaders 

HALESOWEN moved into third place 
in the Birmingham League second divi¬ 
sion following a four-wicket win at C&R 
Hawks. It sets them up for their game at 
leaders Fordhouses this weekend. 

Shropshire’s Omar Ali hit 48 in Hawks 
total of 120 all out in 25.1 overs with 
Eddie Rhodes (5-56) and Dylan Ross- 
Watts (4-42) taking the bulk of the wick¬ 
ets. They now have 57 wickets between 
them, with Ross-Watt 33 and Rhodes 24. 

In reply, Halesowen lost four quick 
wickets but 41 not out from Masharraf 
Shazad and 36 from Kester Moseley 
steered them to victory. 

Captain Richard Brooker said: ’’All in 
all we are well placed for the run-in and 
we need to keep our consistencies with 
a big-one against Fordhouses. If we can 
win or at least reduce the points deficit it 
will send a clear message to the division 
of our intent and that’s our aim.” 

Saturday’s game starts at noon. The 
seconds are at home at Seth Somers 
Park to Knowle & Dorridge, 12.30pm 
start. The third XI take on Hanley Cas¬ 
tle at Earls High School at 1pm and the 
fourths are at Avoncroft seconds at 1pm. 


Right royal do at tennis club doubles 



Finalists Graham Whyley and Joan Bowles, left, 
and Shaun Ryder and Annabel Kuligowski 


IN 1977, to celebrate the Queens Silver Jubilee, 
Wollaston Lawn Tennis Club started a mixed 
competition, run as a handicap tournament. 

Muriel and Ted Wright donated original silver 
salvers for the tournament 40 years ago and ever 
since the competition, held around Wimbledon 
time, has seen the entry fee increase by only a 
penny per year. 

This year’s entry was therefore 40p and it was 
special since it has been 40 years since the queen 
celebrated her Silver Jubilee. 

Tournament organiser John Cutler said “The 


spirit of the tournament lives on. With plenty of 
Union Jacks flying, the tournament was held in 
good weather. 

“All Players played in a variety of red, white, 
and blue outfits.” 

The final was contested between Shaun Ryder 
and Annabel Kuligowski versus Graham Whyley 
and Joan Bowles. 

Shaun and Annabel took the 2017 title and. 
after a toast to the Queen and presentation of 
trophies, a traditional afternoon tea was enjoyed 
by all. 


BEN BASQUES 
IN CYCLE GLORY 


A TEENAGE cycling ace has 
signalled a warning of his con¬ 
siderable potential by winning 
one of the most prestigious 
junior races on the planet. 

Wordsley’s Ben Healy has only been 
competing on open roads for a few 
months and has spent much of the sea¬ 
son juggling his passion for pedalling 
with revision for his GCSE exams. 

But that has not stopped him clocking up no 
fewer than eight victories with his latest triumph 
one which has made the rest of the cycling world 
stand up and take note. 

Healy, who races for the Oxford-based Zappi 
team, finished top of the general classification at 
the Junior Tour of the Basque Country, a five- 
day stage race which includes a host of top pro¬ 
fessionals among its former winners. 

“We knew Ben was doing well and knew he 
had good form but even I have to admit it came 
as a big surprise to see him win,” said delighted 
dad Brian. 

Proud 

“The Junior Tour of the Basque Country is a 
very tough race which features the best young 
riders in the world. For Ben to win it is a tremen¬ 
dous achievement. We are very proud of him.” 

Healy’s success was made all the more im¬ 
pressive by the fact he has also had to deal with 
setbacks and the increased pressure of exams 
during his standout season. 

The 16-year-old was dropped from British Cy¬ 
cling’s Olympic Mountain Biking Programme 
last Christmas and looked likely to have a rela¬ 
tively quiet year on the road. 

But he picked up notable early season wins at 
Stourport Circuit events, before taking a stun¬ 
ning victory at the Halesowen Cycling Club road 
race in May, riding away from more experienced 
riders. His performances have been enough to 
see him move from a third to first category rider 
in the space of just a few months. 



Ben Healy finished top of the general classification in the Junior Tour of Spain’s Basque region 


Running in footsteps of Harriers legend 


A GROUP of Dudley Kingswin- 
ford athletes took part in the 
Andy Holden Memorial five- 
mile race commemorating one 
of Tipton Harriers’ finest ath¬ 
letes who represented Great 
Britain in the Munich Olympics 
and European Championships 
in 1972. 

The host club got the big 
guns out for their own event 


and bagged most of the prizes 
but DK were certainly rubbing 
shoulders with them and hold¬ 
ing their own in a rarefied field 
in a race that was a fast blast 
along the canal towpaths that 
Holden made his own when 
training throughout the 60s, 
70s and 80s. 

Stuart Perkins led the hoops 
home in ninth place in 27.45, 


Dave Norman was 17th in 
29.25, Mark Homer 25th in 
30.38, Steve Parr in 33.11. to 
take 39th place, Andrew Weaver 
48th in 34.20 and John Andrews 
74th in 37.07. 

Despite coming back from a 
break in training Helen Tro- 
mans was 82nd overall in 43.44 
in a Droitwich 10k, taking 1st 
place in her age group. 


Tank blasts 
way to his 
second win 

RYAN Aston recorded a second succes¬ 
sive victory with a well-earned points 
win over Cristian Hoskin-Gomez at the 
top of BCB Promotions’ show on Sunday 
afternoon. 

‘Sunday Best’ took place the 
Copthorne Hotel in Brierley Hill and 
featured a host of Black Country boxers. 

Aston, topping the bill, took on the 
tough Plymouth man for the second 
time and, again, came out on top. It 
was an entertaining affair with Hoskin- 
Gomez taking the fight to ‘Tank’. 

The Dudley middleweight didn’t drop 
a round to record a 59-55 points win but 
was docked a point when referee Shaun 
Messer penalised him for holding. 

Also on the card, Kingswinford’s 
Danny Ball enjoyed a perfect start to his 
professional career. The super welter¬ 
weight, whose brother Jamie was a Mid¬ 
lands Area Champion, stopped his Czech 
opponent inside the first round. 

Martin Karbhel was hurt by a left 
hook to the body and a flurry of shots 
put him on the canvass. He failed to beat 
the count much to the delight of Ball’s 
army of supporters. 

Coseley’s Tommy Ghent made a 
welcome return to the ring after four 
yearsl and looked, at times, as if he’d 
never been away. The 24 year-old wel¬ 
terweight recorded a 40-36 points shut¬ 
out win against tough Bulgarian Teodor 
Nikolov. Old Hill’s Manny Zaber was 
back in action after four months on the 
sidelines to record a 39-37 victory over 
Bristol’s Harvey Hemsley. 

Old Halesonians get 
chance for revenge 

OLD Halesonians face their old foes in 
the North Midlands Cup. 

Bournville secured the county cup on 
the more tries rule after the sides were 
level at 25-25 in May’s final at Dudley 
Kingswinford. They begin their defence 
with a re-run of last season’s final in 
next season’s quarter-finals and will 
have home advantage on the weekend of 
either August 26 or October 7. 

In one of two preliminary rounds, 
Dudley Kingswinford travel to Hereford 
with the winners facing either Worcester 
Wanderers or Bromsgrove. 

Cape Hill were drawn away to Bir¬ 
mingham & Solihull in the first round. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 62.8% 



The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
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Spectacles At Factory Direct Prices nhs & private eyetests available 


Just bring along your prescription or book your eye test with us. 

Prescription Spectacles Distance or Reading 
Complete with stock single vision lenses. 


From only £ 14.95 


SpectacleWorkS 


4 Birmingham St, Halesowen B63 3HN 0121 550 3345 Next door to Benjamin’s Banqueting Suite 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 4pm Closed Bank Holidays NHS Spectacle Vouchers Welcome 






















